
586 Mar. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

cans an immediate pay increase. With every
day that the Republican leadership continues
to stall, the value of the minimum wage con-
tinues to fall closer and closer to a 40-year
low. Some of America’s greatest working he-
roes are the parents who are trying to raise
their kids, working full time at the minimum
wage. If we value work and we value families,
we ought to raise the value of the minimum
wage. With the 5-year anniversary of the last
minimum wage increase next Monday, now
is the time to put politics aside, raise the min-
imum wage, and help lift the lives of millions
of America’s workers.

Remarks on Signing the Cancer
Control Month Proclamation

March 29, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, we’re
going to have a ceremony over in the East
Room in just a few moments, so I don’t want
to make my remarks twice. Let me just say
that there is hardly a family in America who
has not been touched by cancer. We have
come a very, very long way in the fight
against cancer. More people are survivors
than ever before; more people are living
longer than ever before. But we have a great
deal more to do before we can be confident
that we have actually done everything pos-
sible to give our children and our grand-
children the kind of future they deserve.

And that’s what this day is about. And
that’s what this proclamation declaring April
Cancer Control Month is all about. And I’m
glad to sign it, especially with these children
behind me because they are the embodiment
of our common endeavors.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6875—Cancer Control
Month, 1996
March 29, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Research and the prompt application of re-

search results have proved to be the strongest
weapons we have against cancer. And we are
making great strides in the study of this dead-
ly disease. Indeed, the understanding of the
processes by which a normal cell is trans-
formed into a cancer cell is one of the great
achievements of cancer research. Genetic
studies are leading to better understanding
of many cancers and improving our ability
to intervene and stop their spread. While the
implications of some findings are still un-
clear, we know that further progress hinges
on continued scientific inquiry, and we un-
derstand that basic research must remain a
national priority. In addition, all of us can
act on information already at hand to make
lifestyle choices that reduce the risk of devel-
oping cancer.

Smoking is the leading cause of prevent-
able death in the United States and contrib-
uted to nearly one-third of all cancer deaths
in our Nation last year. In addition to causing
400,000 deaths, smoking left others living
with cancer, respiratory illness, heart disease,
and other illnesses. Despite the clear link be-
tween smoking and these illnesses and
deaths, each day 3,000 young Americans
begin to smoke—a habit that will shorten the
lives of 1,000 of them. We must address this
problem. That is why the Food and Drug
Administration proposed ways to limit young
people’s access to tobacco, as well as ways
to limit the advertising that is so appealing
to our youth. That is also why this Adminis-
tration published the Synar regulation—to
ensure that States have and enforce laws pro-
hibiting sales of tobacco to young people.

Scientific evidence has also led to an in-
creased understanding of the links between
the foods we eat and certain types of cancer.
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