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still have the choice to enroll permanent
easements in the Wetlands Reserve Program.

In addition, the bill would provide $200
million, with the possibility of an additional
$150 million, for restoration of the Ever-
glades. This project is one of the Administra-
tion’s top environmental priorities, and the
funds in this bill are a good downpayment
toward our goal. Moreover, I call on the Con-
gress to enact the Administration’s com-
prehensive Everglades restoration plan, in-
cluding the one-cent per pound marketing
assessment on Florida sugar. This assessment
would ensure that the benefitting industry
pays its fair share.

I am also generally pleased with the trade
title, which includes almost all of the Admin-
istration’s proposed export program enhance-
ments. While the Administration opposed
the reduced funding for certain export pro-
grams in the bill, it will use these, and newly
authorized tools, to expand upon the record
levels of agricultural exports we have
achieved. This will ensure that America’s
farmers continue to take advantage of the
growing opportunities in the world market.

I am disappointed that the Congress has
rolled back an important reform of the crop
insurance program, which was enacted just
18 months ago, to ensure that every farmer
has crop insurance where it is available. Still,
the farm bill embodies a clear commitment
to maintain crop insurance as an alternative
to costly and unreliable ad hoc crop disaster
programs of the past. In this respect, the Ad-
ministration strongly supports the develop-
ment of new ‘‘revenue insurance’’ ap-
proaches over the coming years so that the
crop insurance safety net can play an increas-
ingly large role in the farm economy. This
is a key component of our strategy to con-
tinue to help farmers manage the risks they
face.

While commodity and conservation pro-
grams remain the core of any farm bill, much
of the future of agriculture and rural America
will be determined by many other factors
outside the traditional scope of those pro-
grams. This bill recognizes the growing im-
portance of those forces and incorporates
many of the reforms the Administration
sought. While seeking improvements in the
farm safety net, I will also charge my Admin-

istration with using the bill’s new tools to en-
sure that agriculture sustains the growth it
has achieved, that the pace of environmental
improvements is accelerated, and that we
create new economic opportunities for farm-
ers and rural citizens.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 4, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2854, approved April 4, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–127.

Remarks at a Tree Planting
Ceremony Honoring Those Who
Died in the Aircraft Tragedy in
Croatia
April 5, 1996

Last year, as we prepared to go to Okla-
homa City, Hillary and I planted a dogwood
tree here in honor of the public servants who
lost their lives there. And this year as we pre-
pare to go back, almost a year later, we are
planting, sadly, another tree in honor of Sec-
retary Brown and all the public servants of
the United States and the citizens who lost
their lives in the plane crash. We hope the
prayers of the American people will be with
them and their families at this difficult time.
We hope everyone will honor the contribu-
tions they made to the United States and the
welfare of our people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks at the Plaque Dedication
Ceremony for the New YMCA Day
Care Center in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
April 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Governor Keating,
Senator Nickles, Mr. Mayor, Lieutenant
Governor Fallin, Congressman Brewster,
Congressman Istook, to the families that are
behind me and the children that just made
the walk with us, and their parents, I thank
them.

I was especially glad to see Brandon and
Rebecca Denny, because they came to see
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