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Prime Minister Hashimoto. But we will
have to work on that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:30 p.m. at the
Sofitel Hotel. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Memorandum on Crime Victims’
Rights
June 27, 1996

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Renewing Our Commitment to
Crime Victims

We have made tremendous progress over
the last 3 years in reducing crime and making
America safer. Nonetheless, crime continues
to affect the lives of millions of Americans,
greatly diminishing their sense of safety and
security.

For too long, the rights and needs of crime
victims and witnesses have been overlooked
in the criminal justice system. Through the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 and the Antiterrorism and
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, we have
begun to address this problem. But those im-
portant measures are not enough.

As important as the protections those laws
provide are, they do not—and cannot—give
victims equal status with the accused. That’s
the next step we need to take.

I strongly believe that victims should be
central participants in the criminal justice
system, and that it will take a constitutional
amendment to give the rights of victims the
same status as the rights of the accused. In
the interim, I want my Administration to do
everything possible to ensure that victims’
rights are respected and that victims’ partici-
pation in the criminal justice process is en-
couraged and facilitated. Our Federal inves-
tigators and prosecutors should not simply
comply with the letter of the law, they should
also fulfill the spirit of the law.

That is why I am directing you to take a
number of important steps that will improve
the treatment of victims in the Federal,
State, military, and juvenile criminal justice
systems.

First, I am directing you to undertake a
system-wide review and to take all necessary

steps to provide for full victim participation
in Federal criminal proceedings. I want you
to hold the Federal system to a higher stand-
ard of victims’ rights than ever before. In par-
ticular, I want you to adopt a nationwide
automated victim information and notifica-
tion system so that we can better inform and
protect crime victims.

Second, I would like you to work with
other Federal agencies whose missions in-
volve them with crime victims in order to
ensure that a common and comprehensive
baseline of participation for victims can be
achieved.

Third, I want you to review existing Fed-
eral statutes to see what further changes
ought to be made. For example, I would like
you to consider legislation that would pro-
hibit employers from dismissing or disciplin-
ing employees who are victims of crime and
whose participation as victims in criminal
proceedings requires them to take time away
from their employment.

Finally, I want you to work with State offi-
cials—governors, attorneys general, legisla-
tors, district attorneys, and judges—and vic-
tims’ rights advocates to identify the needs,
challenges, best practices, and resources nec-
essary to help achieve a uniform national
baseline of protections for victims. The De-
partment of Justice should provide technical
assistance to State and local law enforcement,
as well as other Federal agencies, and serve
as a national clearinghouse for information
about the most effective approaches to realiz-
ing fully the rights of victims of violent crime.

To achieve these objectives, I expect you
to identify funding needs where and as ap-
propriate. Please report to me in writing as
soon as possible on the specific steps you will
take to achieve these goals.

William J. Clinton

Remarks With President Chirac on
the G–7 Agenda and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 27, 1996

Terrorism
President Chirac. Ladies and gentlemen,

this press point is, in fact, to explain to you
that we changed our agenda at the G–7: We
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