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Policy Council, the National Economic
Council, and other White House offices to
present to me by December 30, 1996, a re-
port making recommendations with respect
to public/private efforts to teach English to
those needing to improve their English-lan-
guage skills. This report should consider pos-
sible roles by private companies, educational
institutions, unions, community organiza-
tions, and the AmeriCorp program to accom-
plish this goal.

5) Interagency Outreach. I direct each ex-
ecutive department and agency to take steps
to promote naturalization outreach consist-
ent with your agency’s mission. In particular,
in materials sent to welfare recipients con-
cerning eligibility, I direct that, to the extent
authorized by law, you include naturalization
information.

6) Refugees and Asylees. Those who flee
persecution and suffering in their home
country are often in the weakest position to
acquire the skills they need to enter the job
market, maintain self-sufficiency, and
achieve U.S. citizenship. I direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, in con-
junction with other agencies as appropriate,
to present to me by December 30, 1996,
through the Domestic Policy Council, a re-
port setting out a strategy of additional steps
that we can take to promote social adjust-
ment in the United States, economic self-suf-
ficiency, and naturalization.

In taking these steps, this Administration
shall maintain and strengthen the standards
and requirements of the naturalization test
that demonstrate an individual’s readiness to
accept the responsibilities of citizenship and
full participation in our national community.
You are directed to continue vigilant over-
sight to uphold these standards.

Hundreds of thousands of people are seek-
ing the dream and the promise of American
citizenship. They have worked to become
United States citizens, and these steps should
ensure that they are not made to wait unnec-
essarily.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it

was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Memorandum on the Eligibility of
Aliens for Food Stamps

August 22, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Agriculture

Subject: Eligibility of Aliens for Food Stamps

Under the provisions of the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996, which today I signed
into law, aliens receiving food stamps as of
the date of enactment will continue to re-
ceive benefits until recertification of their eli-
gibility, which shall take place not more than
1 year after enactment of the law. The results
of the certification, including decisions as to
an individual’s immigration classification,
veteran status, or work history, will deter-
mine whether the individual remains eligible
for benefits under the Food Stamp program.
Implementation of these new procedures will
pose a substantial challenge for all involved
Federal and State agencies.

To ensure that eligibility determinations
are made fairly, accurately, and effectively,
I direct you to take the steps necessary under
your authority to permit the State agencies
to extend the certification periods of cur-
rently participating aliens, provided that no
certification period is extended to longer
than 12 months, or up to 24 months if all
adult household members are elderly or dis-
abled, and provided that in no event shall
certifications be extended beyond August 22,
1997.

I further direct you to notify the States
of the actions you have taken.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:59 Nov 19, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.026 p35au4



1497Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Aug. 24

Proclamation 6913—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1996
August 23, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As our Nation continues to surge forward

in the competitive arena of international
business, minority entrepreneurs are playing
an increasingly important role. In the new
global economy, minority-owned businesses
represent a unique advantage for the United
States; the diversity of our national business
community is one of its main strengths. Be-
hind this success lies the daily work of thou-
sands of minority business men and women
who are continuing to renew the validity of
the American Dream. Moreover, they are
showing that the Dream is strongest when
all can participate.

These Americans have stepped forward to
accept several challenges: the challenge of
opening economic participation to all citi-
zens; the challenge of overcoming the under-
representation of minorities in business own-
ership and management; and the challenge
of creating jobs in the communities where
they are needed most. These minority entre-
preneurs entered the marketplace with no
guarantees of success, and their achieve-
ments have helped level the playing field for
others who wish to follow in their footsteps.

Minority business leaders contribute to
our country’s cultural and social heritage as
well as to its economic health. As business
pioneers, they are valuable role models to
our youth, living heroes whose hard work and
self-empowerment are strong examples for
others to follow. These are the people whose
work we celebrate during this 14th annual
observance of Minority Enterprise Develop-
ment Week. This year’s observance is par-
ticularly poignant. It comes just months after
our Nation lost Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown and a group of talented and dedicated
Federal employees and American business
people in a tragic plane crash during a trade
mission to open commercial opportunities
for American businesses in Bosnia.

Ron Brown worked hard to include minor-
ity business interests in our Nation’s business

and economic development policies, and as
we carry forward his legacy, it is our respon-
sibility to ensure that all Americans can see
business ownership as more than just a
dream. Our future as a world economic
power rests on the notion that business own-
ership can be attained by anyone willing to
work toward that goal. Minority Enterprise
Development Week is a time to spotlight the
minority men and women who provide the
goods, services, and jobs that keep this Na-
tion strong. These Americans support their
communities and inspire future generations.
They are confident and competent people
whose commercial accomplishments show
them to be equal to any fair competition,
whether here or abroad.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 22
through September 28, 1996, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all
citizens to commemorate this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities, joining
together to recognize the contributions that
minority entrepreneurs make to our Nation’s
economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., August 26, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 27, and it was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 24, 1996

Good morning. As I speak to you today,
America can look back on a week of remark-
able achievement.

Together we enacted a law to ensure you
can take your health insurance from job to
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