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We should cut taxes to help working fami-
lies meet their real needs for education, for
medical expenses, to help raise children, and
for homebuying. These tax cuts will help our
economy. It will help to keep America grow-
ing. I look forward to taking our argument
for opportunity, responsibility, and commu-
nity to the American people.

On this Labor Day weekend, I know that
our values are strong, our confidence is high,
and hope is back in America. We are on the
right track. This will be an age of great possi-
bility for our people. If we give every Amer-
ican the tools to thrive, the chance to own
their own home, this coming century can be
the greatest moment in American history.
We need to build a bridge to it.

Happy Labor Day, and thanks for listen-
ing.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:30 p.m. on
August 30 aboard Greyhound 1 in Capaha Park
in Cape Girardeau, MO, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on August 31.

Remarks in Mayfield, Kentucky
August 31, 1996

The President. Good morning. Good
morning. Thank you. Thank you so much.
First of all, I want to thank Governor Patton
and Senator Ford for making us feel so very
welcome in Kentucky, and my former col-
league Governor Martha Layne Collins, with
whom I served, and all the other Kentuckians
that are traveling with us. I want to thank
them.

Mr. Mayor, I’m delighted to be in your
city. And I’m glad to know that I’m the first
President to come here. The others didn’t
know what they were missing. I’m glad to
see you.

I’m delighted to see you all here. I thank
you especially for bringing the children. It
is for them that this election is being fought,
for them and the values that have made our
country great and the future that they de-
serve. I said on Thursday night that I wanted
to ask the American people to join with me
in building a bridge to the 21st century that
we can all walk across. Will you help us build
that bridge? [Applause]

We have to build a bridge with the world’s
best education system for all our people,
whether they live in poor inner cities, small
rural communities, or the wealthiest places
in America. If you help us for 4 more years,
one of the things we intend to do is to make
sure that every classroom in America, includ-
ing right here in Mayfield, not only has the
computers our students need and the teach-
ers have the training they need but that they
are hooked up to the information super-
highway so our children have the same infor-
mation, the same learning resources wher-
ever they live for the first time in the history
of America. Will you help us build that kind
of a bridge?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. I want to make sure that

we truly have education for a lifetime in
America. I want the first 2 years of college
in the next 4 years to become just as universal
as a high school education is today, with tax
credits for the first 2 years in any community
college in the country. Will you help us do
that and build that kind of bridge? [Ap-
plause]

I want to establish a ‘‘GI bill’’ for American
workers so that whenever a person who’s a
breadwinner loses a job or is grossly under-
employed, they can get a skill grant from the
Government and take it to the nearest com-
munity college or other training facility so
that no matter how old you are, if you need
new training to get a better job or to keep
the job you have and to keep supporting your
family, you’ll have it from your Government.
Will you help us build that kind of a bridge
to the future? [Applause]

You know, in just the last couple of weeks,
as the election has gotten closer, a lot of the
things we Democrats have tried to do for the
last 4 years have finally gotten through this
Congress. We raised the minimum wage for
10 million working Americans. We made 25
million Americans, including, I might say,
some families we’ve met alongside the road
here when we started this bus trip in Mis-
souri and Illinois and coming into Kentucky
and going on to Tennessee—we’ve met some
people alongside the road that have been
helped by the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill that
says that you don’t lose your health insurance
anymore just because somebody in your fam-
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ily has been sick or you have to change jobs—
25 million Americans.

Now we need to say a big part of a strong
family is keeping working people’s health
care. In our balanced budget plan we provide
assistance to help unemployed families keep
their health insurance for their kids for 6
months. That’s the next thing we need to do.
Will you help us do that in the next 4 years?
[Applause]

We want to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury with a strong economy. That means we
have to keep bringing down the deficit. Now,
our friends in the other party, they made a
big thing of that, but now they don’t think
it’s so important. But it is important. It’s im-
portant in Mayfield. Why? Not only because
you don’t want to saddle your kids with debt
but because if we turn away from our plan
to balance the budget, it means that interest
rates will go up, interest rates on your home
mortgage, your car payment, your credit card
payments, interest rates for the businesses
you want to borrow money and hire people
and give their employees a raise. So we can’t
afford to do that.

My plan will balance the budget. It will
give tax cuts to families: for children under
the age of 13, a $500 credit; for a $1,500
credit to go to the first 2 years of college;
a $10,000 tax deduction for the cost of col-
lege tuition; an IRA you can withdraw from
without penalty to buy a first home, to meet
a medical emergency, or to pay for edu-
cation. But it’s all paid for; we can still bal-
ance the budget without cutting Medicare
and Medicaid, education, the environment,
without raiding the pension funds of our
workers. We can do these things. That’s the
right way to balance the budget.

Now, our friends in the opposition will say,
‘‘We’re going to give you more money.’’ And
that’s true, they do offer more money in their
tax cut. They offer it to people like me who
don’t need it. They offer it without being able
to pay for it, and they know—I wish you
hadn’t said ‘‘amen’’ when I said I didn’t need
it. [Laughter] But it’s true.

And what’s going to happen? If they had
their plan, what would they do? They’d cut
Medicare, Medicaid, education, and the en-
vironment, more than they did in that budget
I vetoed. That would divide us and weaken

our progress. And they still wouldn’t be able
to pay for it, which means a higher deficit,
higher interest rates, and a slower economy.
Do we want to make that same old mistake
all over again?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. We want to build a new

bridge to the 21st century, and that’s what
we’re going to do. Folks, I want us to build
that bridge by working together. I want us
to build that bridge by saying everybody’s got
a place. We worked very hard, for example,
to help our bigger businesses sell their prod-
ucts abroad. I was proud just a few days ago
at our convention when an autoworker from
Toledo, Ohio, working in a plant that was
opened in 1910, got up and said that he was
making Jeeps and they were selling 41,000
overseas, and we were number one again,
and 700 people like him had jobs. I was
proud of that.

But we also have to have small businesses
in places like Mayfield. I’m proud of the fact
that we have made every small business in
the country eligible for a tax cut if they invest
more in their businesses, increasing their an-
nual write-off from $10,000 to $25,000 a
year. I’m proud of the fact that in that mini-
mum wage bill we made it possible for small
businesses—made it much easier to take out
retirement plans for the owners and employ-
ees and then for the employees to keep those
retirement savings when they move from job
to job. People that work for small businesses
ought to be able to have a secure retirement,
too, and so should people who change jobs.
I’m proud of that.

Let me say this: We have to build a bridge
to the 21st century where people can succeed
at work and at home, can be good parents,
most of all. That does mean health care; it
does mean retirement security. It does mean
higher wages and better jobs. It also means
things like the family and medical leave law,
the first bill I signed as President. Twelve
million American families got to take a little
time off from work without losing their job
when a baby was born or a parent was sick.
I want to expand that to say that parents
ought to go to their parent-teacher con-
ferences and their regular doctor’s appoint-
ments. I want to expand that to say that when
a parent earns overtime, the parent should
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be able to decide to take the overtime in pay
or in time with their kids, depending on what
they need for the family.

And I’m very proud of the fact that in that
minimum wage law we also gave a $5,000
tax credit to families who will adopt children,
and more if the children have disabilities.
There are tens of thousands of children out
there that need a home with stable parents,
and I hope more people will take advantage
of this.

That’s the kind of bridge I want to build
to the future. Will you help us build that
bridge? [Applause] It starts in the Mayfields
all over America. It starts in the places the
politicians don’t visit. It starts with the values
and the work and the family that you’re
building.

I love these signs. Hillary and Tipper and
I are delighted to be here. We ask for your
help, your prayers, your support for 68 more
days and for 4 years beyond. We can build
that bridge to the 21st century wide enough
for all of us to walk across.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Paul E. Patton of
Kentucky and Mayor Arthur Byrn of Mayfield. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks in Fulton, Kentucky
August 31, 1996

The President. Good morning!
Audience members. Good morning!
The President. Thank you for coming out.

Thank you for waiting. I want to thank the
mayors of both these communities. I’m glad
to be in Kentucky and Tennessee, and I want
to thank all of you who worked hard on this
event. I see a lot of work has been done on
the buildings. I see a lot of work has been
done to make us feel welcome in these two
proud communities and I thank you. I am
glad to be here, and I am glad to see you.

We are fighting for your future. Will you
help us build that bridge to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help us send

Steve Beshear and Houston Gordon to the
United States Senate and Dennis Null to the

Congress to help us build that bridge to the
21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help us make 2

years of college education as universal as a
high school education is now in the next 4
years?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help us close two-

thirds of the toxic waste dumps so our kids
live near parks and not poison in the next
4 years?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help us balance

the budget without doing what our friends
in the opposition want to do, without hurting
Medicare, Medicaid, our commitment to
education and the environment? Will you
help us do that?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Folks, this country is in

better shape than it was 4 years ago. We are
on the right track to the 21st century. But
we still have work to do. On Thursday night
in Chicago I outlined the direction that the
Vice President and I and our administration
will take, and I want you to help us. This
is an election about whether we’re going to
build a bridge to the future or a bridge to
the past, about whether we believe we’re all
in this together and everybody has a role to
play and a place, or whether we ought to
say you’re on your own.

I believe that my job is to give you the
tools you need and the conditions you need
to make the most of your own lives, your
family’s lives, your community’s lives. I think
that’s our responsibility. That’s what we’ve
been doing for 4 years. That’s why we’re on
the right track. But we have got more to do.

We need to build a big, strong bridge that’s
wide enough for everybody to walk across
so every child in this audience will have a
good, good life in the 21st century. Will you
help us?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. For 68 days will you help

us?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless

you. We’re glad to see you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Elaine Forrester
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