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juvenile crime. Drug dealers with guns,
criminals on drugs, they contribute a lot to
the misery that the rest of America has to
endure.

Listen to this, two-thirds of the men in
State prisons have substance abuse problems.
I have signed an Executive order to require
drug testing of anyone brought into the Fed-
eral system, but I have not been able to effect
that. Listen to this. When criminals on parole
go back on drugs, the chances are enor-
mously high they will commit new crimes.
Sixty percent—listen—60 percent of all the
heroin and cocaine sold in the entire United
States goes to people on bail, on probation,
or on parole. Seventy-five percent of the pris-
oners with a history of heroin or cocaine use
who are released without treatment go back
to drugs within 3 months and return to crime.
We have to stop this cycle, or we’ll never
get on top of the problem.

In spite of this problem, States often don’t
do much to test parolees or prisoners, or pro-
vide adequate treatment. That has to be
changed. Drugs don’t belong in prisons or
in the hands of parolees. Parole is not a li-
cense to break the law, use drugs, and slip
back into crime; it is a chance to go straight
and live a better life.

So today I propose to offer legislation that
will say to every State in the country, we are
prepared to continue to use funds from our
crime bill to help you build your prisons. But
if you want that money, you now must start
drug testing prisoners and parolees to break
the cycle of crime and drugs. It’s time to say
to inmates, if you stay on drugs, you’ll stay
in jail; if you want our of jail, you have to
get off drugs. It’s time to say to parolees,
if you go back on drugs, you’ll go back to
jail; if you want to stay on the street, stay
off drugs. And I want you to help me send
that message to America.

We know the States are hard-pressed, and
we intend to do our part. Today, the Depart-
ment of Justice announced $27 million in
grants to States for testing and intervention
with prisoners, to help them break this cycle.
States can start using this money right now
for drug testing and for intervention to help
prisoners and parolees.

And let me tell you something, folks, this
is not an election year pledge. This will work.

A new report shows that in Delaware, pris-
oners who got treatment in prison and during
work release were 75 percent drug-free and
70 percent arrest-free after 18 months; but
80 percent of the prisoners who did not re-
ceive treatment went back on drugs, and two
out of three were arrested again. It is simple:
We know what to do, now let’s go do it. Let’s
build a bridge to the 21st century that breaks
the cycle of crime and drugs.

I want to say to all of you, I am more opti-
mistic than I was when I came here 4 years
ago about our future. I am more idealistic
about the possibilities of Americans to do
good things together. But we must make a
commitment to work together, to create op-
portunity for all, to get responsibility from
all of our citizens, and to reach out to one
another across the lines that divide us so that
we can go forward together. That is the
bridge that I seek to build to the 21st cen-
tury, and I hope you will help to build it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. at the
Pueblo County Courthouse. In his remarks, he
referred to Richard Martinez, Pueblo County
commissioner; Josh Rael, student, Pueblo South
High School; Michael Beatty, chairman, Colorado
Democratic Party; Al Gurule, candidate, 3d Con-
gressional District; Lt. Gov. Gail Schoettler of
Colorado; Mayor Wellington Webb Of Denver;
and police officer Patricia Heine.

Remarks in Sun City, Arizona
September 11, 1996

Thank you. Thank you very, very much.
I’ll tell you, we’re off to a pretty good start.
Hello, Desi. I’m glad to see you. See that
lady right there? She used to take care of
my daughter right after she was born. Her
name is Desi Centers. Give her a hand, she
did a good job. [Applause]

I’ll tell you, all the reporters on the plane
wanted to know why I was coming to Ari-
zona, and was it about politics and did we
really think we could win? And I said, ‘‘Look,
I just got my AARP card. I thought I’d come
check it out.’’ It looks pretty good to me.
It looks pretty good to me. [Laughter]

Well, Rose Mofford did what she usually
does, she stole the show already. [Laughter]
Thank You, Governor. When I saw her back-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:38 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00048 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P37SE4.012 p37se4



1723Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 11

stage she said, ‘‘Well, I’m still your adopted
mother.’’ [Laughter] She and my mother had
a lot in common. I have always loved Rose’s
irrepressible optimism and her very straight-
forward manner. And I can tell you this:
When we served together as Governors, she
loved the State of Arizona, and she took care
of you. And I’m glad to see her here today.

I want to thank my good friend, Ed Pastor,
for being here with me today. He is a true
leader in the Congress, leading for the peo-
ple of Arizona, leading for the Hispanic Cau-
cus, leading for the concerns of people all
over the United States. And thank you, Den-
nis Jensen, and thank you very much for this
beautiful bolo, which I will treasure. I collect
them. I love to wear them when I have dif-
ferent attire on. [Laughter] I did wear my
boots. If I’d known I was going to get a bolo,
I wouldn’t have worn a tie. [Laughter] Thank
you very, very much. Is the gentleman who
did that here? Stand up. Give him a hand,
he did a wonderful job. Thank you very
much. [Applause] Thank you.

I want to thank a number of others who
are here—the chairman of the Arizona
Democratic Party, Sam Coppersmith, former
Member of Congress, a very good man; State
house minority leader, Art Hamilton; Steve
Owens, our nominee for Congress in the 6th
congressional district and a very good man;
Barbara Sherman, our nominee for Corpora-
tions Commission, thank you for being here.
Thank you, Mayor Paul Johnson, from Phoe-
nix, for being here. Thank you, Vice Mayor
Crawford, from Tucson, for being here.
Thank you, State Senator Sandra Kennedy.
And I want to thank the labor leaders, the
Native American leaders, the county officials
who are here. All of you who have come out
to be here, we are very, very grateful to you.

This is a great day for me to be back in
Arizona and to be here with all of you. I want
to thank the Temptations. The Temptations
were singing when I came in the back. I
heard them, and they were just great, weren’t
they? For a moment I thought I was crashing
a dance instead of coming to a political meet-
ing. [Laughter]

I want to echo what has been said already
about other distinguished Arizonans. I am
personally very, very grateful to Bruce Bab-
bitt for his willingness to serve in our admin-

istration and for the heroic fights he has
taken on, to preserve our natural resources,
to fight back on ill-advised attempts to sell
some of our national parks, to help to save
Yellowstone from a gold mine, to create in
the Mojave Desert the largest national park
in America south of Alaska, and to be a good
steward of our national resources.

I was profoundly honored to present to Mo
Udall’s son Mark the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, which I gave him a couple of days
ago. And no American deserves it more. All
of you can be very proud of that.

And I know I join all Americans in wishing
Senator Goldwater well in his recovery. And
let me tell you—you’re probably like me—
I first met Barry Goldwater 28 years ago
when I was 21 years old—almost 29 years
ago now. And he was giving a speech at the
University of Arkansas at the invitation of
Mack McLarty, who later became my Chief
of Staff and is now the White House Coun-
selor. And we were there. And I worked at
the time for Senator Fulbright from Arkansas
who, as some of you, maybe most of you
know, was a Democrat. And he and Senator
Goldwater had a great difference about the
war in Vietnam which was the major issue
back then. I will never forget how kind Barry
Goldwater was to me as a 21-year-old college
senior, a person he could never have known
would amount to a hill of beans, and some
of his fellow Republicans still think hasn’t
amounted to a hill of beans. [Laughter]

I’ll never forget that. But the thing that
means the most to me is the incredible kind-
ness and sensitivity he has shown toward the
First Lady over the last 4 years. It means
a great deal. So I wish him well. And I thank
God for his civility and his service to our Na-
tion.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am glad to be
here. I’ve had an interesting couple of weeks.
A lot has been going on in the Nation’s Cap-
ital, and a lot has been going on out in the
country. We had our great convention in Chi-
cago. And before that, I was on the rails, on
the track to Chicago. And after that, Al and
Tipper Gore and Hillary and I took a bus
trip. And since then, I have been going back
and forth to work in Washington and then
back to the campaign trail when I could.
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When I ran for President in 1992, I told
the American people I had a very straight-
forward but profoundly important vision for
our country in the 21st century, that we were
going through this huge period of change in
how we work and how we live and how we
relate to each other and the rest of the world,
a sweeping period of change, and that I want-
ed to see us manage this change into the next
century in a way that kept the American
dream alive for every single person in this
country, that kept this country coming to-
gether as we grow ever more diverse and not
being driven apart as so many nations are
by their diversity, and that kept us the strong-
est force for peace and freedom and prosper-
ity in the world.

I said then and I reiterate today, I thought
the only way to do that was to find a way
to meet our challenges and protect the values
that have made us the greatest country in
history. And that our strategy should be sim-
ple, straightforward, and profound. We
should work for opportunity for all, for re-
sponsibility from all, and for an American
community that really is growing stronger to-
gether, where we respect each other for our
shared values and we accept our differences,
and we’re proud of them because we know
it makes us stronger, and stronger especially
in a global society where there are people
from all over the world with whom we must
do business, with whom we must make
peace, and with whom we must relate if we
want to beat back the problems and seize
the opportunities that the next century is
going to offer us.

And for 4 years, I’ve worked on that. And
I have to tell you that it may be a little im-
modest, but I think the evidence shows that
we’re better off than we were 4 years ago.

Look at the evidence. The latest evidences
we have is that unemployment is down to
a 71⁄2 year low, 5.1 percent in the Nation,
the highest consumer confidence in years,
101⁄2 million new jobs. The economy is on
the right track. We have almost 41⁄2 million
new homeowners. Another 10 million home-
owners have refinanced their mortgages at
a lower rates because we’ve been able to get
those interest rates down. I see those folks
everywhere. We have record numbers of new
small businesses formed in each of the last

4 years. Our exports of American products
and services are at an all-time high.

Twelve million Americans have been able
to take advantage of the family and medical
leave law to take a little time off for the birth
of a baby or the illness of a parent without
losing their job. Fifteen million of our hard-
est pressed working Americans got tax relief
so that if you work 40 hours a week with
children in the home, you’ll never be in pov-
erty now. That’s very, very important.

Forty million Americans—and this is
something that’s important to a lot of people
in this room—in 1994, we passed a bill to
protect the pensions of 40 million Ameri-
cans—40 million Americans.

Our air is cleaner. Our drinking water is
safer. Our food is purer. We have closed
more toxic waste dumps in the last 3 years
than the previous administrations did in 12.

And in the last 2 weeks before Congress
left office, we had some more good news.
On October the 1st, 10 million Americans
will get an increase in the minimum wage.
And every single small-business person in the
country who invests more money in his or
her business to make it more productive, to
hire more people, to grow, will get a tax cut.

And 25 million Americans, because of the
passage of the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill, will
be eligible not to lose their health insurance
just because they got sick, someone in their
family got sick, they had to change jobs. The
minimum wage bill also made it easier for
people in small businesses to take out pen-
sions and for the employees in small busi-
nesses to keep those pensions if they move
from job to job. And it gave families a $5,000
tax credit if they adopt children. So that bill
was pro-work, pro-business, and pro-family.
The country is moving in the right direction.
We are moving in the right direction.

The welfare rolls are down by 1.8 million
from the day I took office, and child support
collections are up by 40 percent, $3 billion.
The crime rate has dropped in each of the
last 4 years, as we are about the business of
putting 100,000 more police on the street,
attacking violence against women and chil-
dren, working for safe and drug-free schools.
And yes, we passed the Brady bill and the
assault weapons ban. But contrary to all the
hysteria that was whipped up in 1994 against
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the people who voted for the crime bill, not
a single Arizona hunter or sports person, not
a single Arkansas hunter or sports person lost
their weapon. But 60,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers did lose the right to get a hand-
gun because we passed the Brady bill, and
we’re better off because of it.

The Government we have today in Wash-
ington is very different from the Government
we had 4 years ago. It is, first of all, smaller
by 250,000. The Government is now the
smallest it’s been since John Kennedy was
the President of the United States in the
early sixties. And I might say, to give you
a better impression of how much we’ve
shrunk the Government, it’s a bigger country
now than it was in 1960, more people live
here. As a percentage of the civilian work
force, the Federal Government is today the
smallest it’s been since Franklin Roosevelt
took the oath of office for the first time in
1933.

We have reduced the size and burden of
the Federal Government, but we still have
a Government that is strong enough to help
us meet our challenges and protect our val-
ues. The role of the Government today is
to create the conditions and give people the
tools to make the most of their own lives,
and that’s what we are attempting to do.

And finally, let me say, we have plainly
maintained our responsibility to be a force
for peace and freedom and prosperity, with
200 new trade agreements, 21 with Japan
alone, American exports up 85 percent in the
areas covered by our trade agreements with
Japan, the United States number one again
in automobile production and sales around
the world for the first time since the 1970’s;
working for peace in the Middle East, in
Northern Ireland, in Haiti, throughout the
world; reducing the nuclear threat—for the
first time since the dawn of the nuclear age
in the last 4 years, there’s not a single nuclear
missile pointed at the children of America.
And you can be proud of that.

Just a couple of days ago I had the great
honor of supporting and then being able to
announce that the United Nations voted
overwhelmingly to ban nuclear testing for-
ever, a huge event. And now the United
States Senate is considering something called
the Chemical Weapons Convention, and if

we pass it, 160 nations have signed it, 60 have
ratified it, we need to follow suit and ratify
it in the Senate because it will enable us to
reduce the availability of chemical weapons
for terrorists, for countries that would pro-
mote chemical weapons and use them in an
inhumane way. Nobody is immune from this.
You saw from the terrorist attack in the
Tokyo subway what can happen when inno-
cent people are subject to this.

So I implore the Senate to go on and ratify
this. This is a bipartisan thing. This treaty
was negotiated when President Bush was in
office, but it has never been ratified. And
we must ratify it so we can continue the work
of making the world a safer place, especially
from terrorists.

And finally let me say on that subject, as
all of you know, in recent days it became
necessary for me to order our pilots to take
certain actions in Iraq, to increase the
chances that we could prevent Saddam Hus-
sein from threatening his neighbors because
of what he was doing to his own people. I
just want to say, again, that we are going to
do everything we can to make sure our own
pilots are safe, that they can fly their missions
in safety. We will do whatever is necessary
to protect them. And the determination of
the United States in dealing with the prob-
lem of Iraq should not be underestimated.
We will do what we must do to protect our
people and our soldiers.

Now, you heard Rose Mofford say that I
called her back in 1988. When I was a Gov-
ernor I was often appalled by what I saw
coming out of Washington, frankly, because
it seemed to me that the further you got away
from the people and the closer you got to
Washington, DC, the more our politics be-
came about rhetoric and the less about re-
ality. There was more name-calling and less
working in ways that would change people’s
lives.

The things that I have just said to you,
it seems to me, document beyond question
that we are capable of working together in
a partnership that will have a positive impact
on the lives of the people of the United
States.

So let me say again, I have tried to change
the politics of your Capital from ‘‘who’s to
blame’’ to ‘‘what are we going to do.’’ And
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I hope—and even though we have come a
long way in the last 4 years, I think we all
know we still have a lot of challenges to meet
to make sure when we start that new century
and a new millennium, our country is the
kind of country we want it to be. We do have
to build a bridge to the 21st century, but
we’ve got to build it on ideas, not insults.
And this campaign ought to be a campaign
of ideas about what is best for the American
people.

Now, let me say very briefly where I think
we should go and the bridge that I hope you
will help me build. First of all, if we’re going
to build a bridge to the 21st century of oppor-
tunity, we have to make sure that every
American who is willing to work has a chance
to participate in that opportunity. In a world
dominated increasingly by high technology,
by rapid movement of information, by global
competition, education is more important to
the well-being not only of individual Ameri-
cans, but to our country than ever before in
the history of the United States.

In the past 4 years I worked on a broad
front to improve education, from increasing
Head Start to giving our schools funds to
raise their standards, stay open after school
for kids who are in trouble, try innovative
reform measures that would enable them to
achieve higher levels of learning. We re-
formed the student loan program to make
the loans lower cost and to have better repay-
ment terms so more people could go. And
we fought back what I considered to be very
ill-advised efforts to cut back on education
funding at a time when education is more
important to our future than ever before.

Now, what are we going to do in the fu-
ture? I think, first of all, we should have a
clear agenda that includes at a minimum the
following items: Number one, 40 percent of
the 8-year-olds in this country still can’t read
a book on their own. Even though improve-
ment in math and science is going up, even
though our schools are plainly getting better,
40 percent of those kids can’t. I propose to
put together an army of 30,000 mentors from
national service volunteers, from young peo-
ple on work-study in college, from trained
reading tutors, to mobilize a million true vol-
unteers to go into every high school in this
country—I mean—excuse me—every grade

school in this country where it is needed to
make sure by the year 2000 every 8-year-
old in America can pick up a book and say,
‘‘I read this myself.’’

Second, we have an opportunity that is
truly revolutionary because of technology to
do something never before done. We are
working hard not only to get computers and
educational materials and software to go into
computers in all the classrooms of America,
we’ve also worked to train teachers who can
at least keep up with all these young kids
who are computer whizzes, something I can’t
do.

This summer the National Education As-
sociation, the American Federation of Teach-
ers, the school principals, and other edu-
cation groups put together 100,000 teachers
who began the work of training 500,000 more
teachers to make sure that the teachers could
actually use the computers in the classroom
to teach the students. And now it is time to
make sure that we do the last thing. We need
to make sure that every classroom and every
library and every school in America is hooked
up to the information superhighway, to the
Internet, to the World Wide Web, to all these
networks of information.

Now, let me just say for a moment what
the significance of that is. What this means
is that for the first time ever in the history
of the country, if we do it, children in the
smallest, most isolated rural school districts
in America, children in the poorest inner-
city school districts in America, no matter
where these children are, they will have ac-
cess to the same information in the same
form in the same time at the same level of
quality as children in the wealthiest school
districts in the country. It has never hap-
pened before. We can do it in the next 4
years, and we should—and we should.

Finally, in the next 4 years we should truly
open the doors of college education to any-
one of any age who needs to go—of any age.
And I propose to do the following:

Number one, we ought to set as a national
goal in 4 years, we’ll make at least a commu-
nity college degree as universal in America
as a high school diploma is today. How? Al-
most every American is within driving dis-
tance of a community college, and those
places work. They’re open; they’re flexible;
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they’re results-oriented; they’re demo-
cratic—small ‘‘d,’’ that is they’re open to ev-
erybody. They work the way America ought
to work more. And all we have to do to make
community college available to everybody is
to say to people, ‘‘If you’ll go we’ll give you
a tax credit of up to $1,500 a year for the
tuition,’’ which would cover the typical tui-
tion cost throughout the country.

Second, we should give a tax deduction of
up to $10,000 a year for the cost of any edu-
cation after high school so we can encourage
people to go forward, encourage parents and
grandparents to help their children and
grandchildren go to college.

The third thing I want to so do is to recog-
nize that a lot of adults need more education
as well, and that we have 70—70 at least—
different programs in the Federal Govern-
ment that have developed for the best of rea-
sons over time. But you need a slide rule
to figure out whether you qualify for them.
And what I want to do is to say to someone,
if you qualify for Federal educational help
because you have lost your job or because
you are grossly underemployed, instead of
these 70 different programs you have to fig-
ure out, I want to put all that money in one
pot and give a skills grant worth up to $2,500
a year to people and say, take it to your local
community college, take it wherever it’s best
for you. But here it is, go get an education
so you can go up not down on the job scale
if you lose your job.

Will you help me build that kind of bridge
to the 21st century? [Applause] I need your
help.

I think we should promote more home
ownership. Our Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Henry Cisneros has
worked hard, and we have cut the average
closing costs for first-time homebuyers by
nearly a $1,000. We have a 15-year-high in
home ownership. But I want this to be within
reach of every American. We have lots of
initiatives to do that. But one of the things
that I think we should do is to change the
law so that people simply do not have to pay
taxes when they sell their home even if it
appreciates in value up to a half a million
dollars. I think we should do that.

And finally, let me say, if we want to have
opportunity, we’ve got to keep this economy

going. And that means that we have to con-
tinue to finish the work to balance the budg-
et, but we have to do it in the right way.
And I want to talk a little about that. There’s
been a huge debate about that, you know,
in the last 2 years since our friends in the
other party won the Congress. And you can
see from outside that they’re a little sensitive
about the fact that America didn’t like their
budget. [Laughter]

But let’s talk about it. We do have to bal-
ance the budget. Why? Well, one thing that
our Republican friends said last year that I
agree with is, they said last year—not this
year, but last year—they said, ‘‘If we’re not
on a path to balancing the budget, interest
rates will be 2 percent higher.’’ I agree with
that. Now what does that mean? That
means—you just figure it out for your-
selves—that means 2 percent on your car
payment, your credit card payment, your
home payment. Even more important for the
overall health of the economy, it means 2
percent on those loans that business people
need to take out to start those new businesses
or to expand the businesses. And keep in
mind, we’ve had 4 years in a row of record
formation of small business. But that’s where
most of the new jobs are coming from.

So we do need to go on and balance the
budget. So the question is how. And that’s
what we’re revisiting in this election. The
budget I vetoed that the Congress passed,
I vetoed not because I didn’t want to balance
the budget but because I thought it was
wrong to basically end Medicaid’s 30-year
guarantee of health care to poor women and
little babies; to end the 30-year guarantee of
health coverage to middle class families who
had members with disabilities where they
were struggling to take care of those people
in their own homes and go to work every
day; wrong to end the guarantee of those who
had very limited incomes and needed that
help if they had to be in nursing homes.

I thought it was wrong to create a two-
tier Medicare system which said to people,
if you’re unfortunate enough to be older,
poorer, and sicker than most other seniors,
you could well get second-class care. I
thought it was wrong not to keep up with
inflation and population growth in Medicare
and instead to have real cuts that were going
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to force people to make payments out of
pocket, designed to fund a budget system
that had an enormous tax cut that went to
people like me, and I didn’t need it. I thought
that was wrong. I don’t apologize for that.
I still think it was wrong. I still think it was
wrong.

I thought it was wrong. I thought it was
wrong for us to be cutting the safe and drug-
free schools law, to be abolishing
AmeriCorps, to be turning our back on our
commitment to put 100,000 police on the
street, to pass a budget that would have
raised taxes on 9 million of our poorest work-
ing people, actually raise taxes on them. I
thought it was wrong to allow a raid on the
pension funds in America of nearly $15 bil-
lion. We went through that pension collapse
just a few years ago. Are we going to go back
and make that mistake all over again? I
thought that was wrong.

So I plead guilty. I vetoed it, and I’d do
so again because I thought it was wrong. But
that does not mean—again, that does not
mean that we should not balance the budget.
It does not mean that we don’t have to have
some savings in Medicare to stabilize the pro-
gram so it’s going to be there not just next
year but 10 years from now, 15 years from
now, 20 years from now for all who need
it. But the changes should be made by some-
one who believes in Medicare and believes
it’s served our country well, not someone
who doesn’t care whether it exists or not.
Now, that should be done.

But we have to keep doing the work of
balancing the budget. But you know, if we
turn around and walk away from our obliga-
tions to invest in environmental protection,
in new technology, and education, we’ll hurt
ourselves. Let me give you one other exam-
ple. Arizona has become a center for preci-
sion manufacturing because of the dry air
and because of the good climate for manufac-
turing and for working. You have a huge
stake here in this State in seeing that we con-
tinue on the cutting edge of manufacturing
technology, high technology.

Whether you do anything that has anything
to do with that or not, everyone who lives
in Arizona has a big stake in seeing that
America maintains its technological lead.
That means that we have to do some public

investment in research and elemental devel-
opment. We must do that.

In biomedical research, Government-
funded research has led to unprecedented
gains in many areas in the last 4 years. Public
research has led to a lot of things that we
now take for granted—the Internet, the
Internet in the product of a Federal research
project. But as soon as it was obvious that
it was going to work, the Government did
exactly what the Government should do. We
couldn’t run it. We got out of it and let the
private sector take over.

Right now we are engaged in a joint ven-
ture with IBM to develop a supercomputer
that will do more calculations in one second
than you could go home and pick up a pock-
et, a hand-held calculator and do by your-
self—listen to this—in 30,000 years.

Now, we have to make those kinds of in-
vestments because the private sector can’t af-
ford to do it, it’s too problematical. You have
to break through these barriers, but this will
make a huge difference in the future of our
country.

So I say to you, go out and tell your fellow
Arizonans, whether they’re Republicans,
Democrats, independents, you name it, ‘‘Yes,
balance the budget, but do it in a way that
brings us together instead of drives us apart.
Do it in a way that honors our obligations.
And do it in a way that builds that bridge
to the 21st century.’’ That’s what we have
to do.

Folks, let me just make a couple of other
points more briefly. We have to build a
bridge to the 21st century that honors re-
sponsibility. And I’ll just mentioned two
points there. I just signed a welfare reform
bill that was fairly controversial, and I didn’t
think it was perfect. But I did it because I
think it is imperative to end the isolation of
those people who are trapped on welfare
generation after generation. I think it is im-
perative to bring people into the world of
work, to bring those families into contact
with other families, to make them believe
that they can change their lives.

And now the challenge is to take this new
system and make it work. The new system
says, if you’re poor, we will still give you
health care for your children, we will still give
you nutrition, and now we will give you more
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in child care if you go to work. But now the
income check will go to the State, and they
must find a way to move able-bodied people
from welfare to work within 2 years.

My challenge is to every Governor in this
country and every private business person:
now we have to create the jobs, a million
more jobs, at least, in the next 4 years for
people who have been trapped on welfare.
We have reduced the welfare rolls by 1.8 mil-
lion. If we can do a million more with the
hardest-to-place cases, you will see that we
can end welfare as we know it and bring peo-
ple back into mainstream America and make
poverty a temporary, not a permanent, condi-
tion for a whole generation of young people.
We have to do that and I want you to help
me do that.

The second thing I want to talk about
briefly is the crime problem. Crime is still
a big problem in America. Yes, the crime rate
in the country has dropped for 4 years. Yes,
in most major cities it’s going down. But it’s
still going up in some suburbs and small
towns. It’s still a problem. And it will be a
problem until you can go home at night and
turn on the evening news and the first story
is not a crime story. Or if it is a crime story,
you’re absolutely shocked, instead of saying,
what else is new. That’s how you will know.
We’ll always have some crime. You’ll know
when we’ve got this thing whipped when
you’re shocked when you see a crime story
leading the evening news at night instead of
saying, what else is new.

Now, instead of 4 years of a declining
crime rate, we need 8 years of a declining
crime rate. That’s what we have to do. We
have to finish putting those police on the
street. We ought to take the cop-killer bullets
off the street; they have no hunting or sport-
ing purpose. We ought to extend the Brady
bill. The Brady bill has worked well. It now
applies to any felon. I think the Brady bill
ought to apply to anyone who abuses a child
or a spouse in the home, as well. We should
try to reduce that.

The last thing we have to do is build a
bridge to the 21st century that strengthens
our American community. And I want to
mention some things real quickly. The prob-
lem I hear young people talk most about,
and even people that aren’t so young, who

may still have children in the home, is that
they are constantly finding examples where
they feel torn between their obligations to
spend time with their children and do things
with their children, and their obligations at
work. That’s why I fought for the family and
medical leave law. I didn’t want to interrupt
the free enterprise system, but it seemed to
me that if you had people all torn up and
upset at work because their kids were in trou-
ble at home and they couldn’t take care of
them, that wasn’t going to be very good for
the economy.

It also seems to me that if we make Ameri-
cans make a choice between succeeding at
work and succeeding at home, we are de-
feated before we start. Whichever choice
they have to make—whichever choice they
have to make, we lose, because most parents
are working and most parents have to work.
Whether it’s a single-parent household or
two parents in the household, it’s not as if
it’s an option for most people.

So if we want to come together as a com-
munity we have to begin with the building
block of our community, the family. That’s
why I thought family and medical leave was
important. That’s why I thought more Head
Start and more immunizations for kids was
important. That’s why I thought it was impor-
tant to try to protect children against the dan-
gers of marketing and selling tobacco, which
is illegal in every State in the country, but
it happens everywhere. That’s why we fought
for the V-chip and the television rating sys-
tem, so parents could have some control over
the programming their young children see.
If it’s inappropriate, they’d have some control
over that. Because I think we have to struggle
to help people succeed at work and at home.
And that will be a continuing challenge for
us.

I’d like to see a very limited amendment
in the family leave law which says you can
also have a little time off without losing your
job to take your children or your parents to
regular doctor’s appointments, and to go to
parent-teacher conferences at school. I think
that would be a good thing. It would be very
limited. I might say to you that there has
been a study on the family leave law in which
almost all the businesses in the country say
that it hasn’t cost them any money to comply
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with. And it obviously hasn’t hurt the econ-
omy, since we’re growing like crazy. So I
think we ought to do that.

The second thing I’d like to say is we can’t
preserve our sense of community unless
we’re committed to growing the economy
while preserving our natural environment. I
am very proud of the things we’ve done to
make drinking water and food safer, to set
aside more national parks, to make the air
cleaner, to expand community right-to-know.
This is going to be a challenge that every
one of us has to face. But let me just point
out, there are still 10 million children in this
country—10 million children living within 4
miles of a toxic waste dump. And that’s in
spite of the fact that we closed down more
in 3 years than we closed down in the 12
years before I came here to Washington.

I propose to close 500 more, two-thirds
of them, the two-thirds worst, in the next 4
years so I can go to a crowd like this, and
I can look in the eyes of these children, and
I can say, the children of this country should
grow up next to parks, not poison. And I want
you to help me do that. It’s very, very impor-
tant.

The last point I want to make is this: This
country has come a long way in its relation-
ships with each other across racial and ethnic
lines and religious lines since I was a boy.
But we’re having even more challenges. You
know, when I had the honor of representing
you at the Olympics it was thrilling to me
to see teams there from 197 different na-
tions. And when I was watching all the teams
go in carrying their flags, it all of the sudden
struck me that the biggest county in America,
Los Angeles County, has people in one coun-
ty in America from 150 of those 197 places.
That’s a stunning insight.

Then I looked at the American Olympic
team, and it struck me that if they didn’t have
American jackets on, they wouldn’t have a
clue which country they were from. These
are from the Middle East. And those are
from Asia somewhere. And those folks are
from Latin America. And these are from the
Caribbean. And those are from Africa. And
well, those folks are from Scandinavia. I
mean, you get the picture.

And really, if you look at the Olympics,
I think one reason we like it is we think that

we ought to live that way all the time. Every-
body agrees to the rules. Most people don’t
win medals, but even the ones that don’t win
are better off because they try in an honor-
able way and they do their very best. Nobody
disqualifies you because of what your reli-
gious faith is or what your race or your ethnic
group is. You can’t get ahead—you can’t
break in your opponents room the night be-
fore and break his legs and get a medal for
it. [Laughter] Nobody admires you if you
stand up behind a microphone and tell every-
body how terrible the person you’re racing
against is. We sort of like the way the Olym-
pics work. We think the world ought to work
that way.

And so that’s the last thing I leave you
with. We have to stand—when you see these
church burnings or these synagogues being
defaced or these Islamic centers being
burned, you have to stand against that.

Remember how much of your time as
President—because all my time belongs to
you—you think about how much time, your
time, I’ve had to spend dealing with places
where people insisted on killing each other
because of their religious, their racial, their
ethnic or their tribal differences. You just
think about it: Rwanda, Burundi, the Middle
East, Haiti, you name it. Any of these coun-
tries. We’re trying to hold elections in Bosnia
where they lived in peace for decades, where
there is biologically no difference between
the Muslims, the Croats, and the Serbs. They
belonged to different religious groups be-
cause of historical developments, and they
started killing each other in the flash of an
eye, and did it with abandon for 4 years.

And so when we see the slightest evidence
of that in this country we have to say, no,
no, no, no, no. America is a place where, if
you believe in the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights and the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and you’re willing to show up tomor-
row, you’re our kind of person and we’re
going to walk across that bridge to the 21st
century with you, too.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at the
Sun Dial Recreation Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Dennis Jensen, chair, Sun City Demo-
crats; former Gov. Rose Mofford of Arizona;
former Mayor Paul Johnson of Phoenix; and Vice
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Mayor Michael J. Crawford of Tucson. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks in Fresno, California
September 12, 1996

Thank you. Wow! Thank you so much.
Thank you for being here. Thank you for
your wonderful signs. Thank you for making
me feel so welcome. Thank you, Dot Powell.
Thank you, Cal Dooley, for being a great
Congressman and a truly extraordinary
human being. You’re very lucky to be rep-
resented by Cal Dooley in the United States
Congress. Thank you, Debbie Manning, for
devoting your life to teaching. Thank you,
Shianne Lenhof, for being such a good rep-
resentative of the young people of today and
the future of America. You both made me
very proud, and I can’t wait to tell Hillary
that you did say, ‘‘It takes a village.’’ Thank
you.

I know there are a lot of schools here today
and a lot of students represented, not only
here from Dailey but also from Fresno High,
from Waona, Tenaya Middle School, Powers-
Ginsburg, Edison Computech, Edison High,
Muir, and Holland. Thank you all for being
here. I want to thank the people who pro-
vided our music: the McLean High School
Highlanders, the Hoover High School
Marching Band, the Roosevelt High School
Mariachi, the McLean High School March-
ing Band, the Raisin Babies Jazz Band.
Thank you all very much. Thank you.

I am delighted to be back in the Valley.
I did not know until Cal Dooley told me on
my way over here this morning—Cal and I
were in the car, and he said, ‘‘Do you realize
that no President has ever come to the Valley
twice in one term?’’ And I said, ‘‘I have a
hard time believing that. What were they
thinking about? I’ve had a good time here,
and I’m glad to be here.’’

Your Valley contributes so much to Amer-
ica, especially in the power of its agricultural
production, and it’s been a great honor to
me to work to open markets for the products
produced here all around the world. And I’m
proud that American exports and American
farm exports are now at an all-time high,

thanks to the efforts of the farmers right here
in this fine Valley.

I understand we are also joined here today
by some members of our Olympic champion
softball team, all from Fresno State, assistant
coach Margie Wright, Julie Smith, Laura
Berg, Shelly Stokes, Kim Maher, Martha
Noffsinger-O’Kelley. They’re all here. Thank
you very much for being here.

Ladies and gentlemen and boys and girls,
I want to talk to you today about what you’re
doing here and what we have to do as a na-
tion to give our children the best education
in the world. Just this month, as you can see
from the extra buildings around here, the
largest group of children in the history of
America began school, the largest group of
children ever, the first class of American chil-
dren to be bigger than the biggest of the so-
called baby-boom classes.

The education that you receive today will
determine the kind of country we live in and
the kind of people we are tomorrow. We
must say to ourselves, to our children and
for our future, we will expect and receive
the highest standards from our students, our
teachers, our schools, and all of us who have
a responsibility to lift them up and support
them.

You know, our country has had an interest-
ing 4 years. I have pursued a straightforward
strategy, that I believe in very much, to help
all of you go into the 21st century with every
person, every person that was talked about
in the introduction, without regard to their
race, their religion, their ethnic group, their
background, where they start in life, every
person having a chance to live out their
dreams and live up to their God-given poten-
tial. The strategy is: opportunity for every-
one, responsibility from everyone, and an
American community where everyone—ev-
eryone—has a place, plays a role, and we all
grow stronger together. And I believe that
is the key to realizing our dreams in the 21st
century.

If you look at where we are today, com-
pared to where we were 4 years ago, this
strategy is showing some results. We have
the lowest unemployment rates in 71⁄2 years;
we have 101⁄2 million new jobs; we have al-
most 41⁄2 million new homeowners. We have
a record number of new small businesses
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