
1792 Sept. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

cans for their perseverance through
the many years of waiting. Finally, I
urge Federal, State, and local officials
and private organizations to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies,
programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 19, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Proclamation 6919—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1996
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America draws strength from the extraor-

dinary diversity of its people. Our national
character is enhanced by citizens who main-
tain and honor cultural customs brought
from other lands. Hispanics, who have long
been part of this tradition, were the earliest
European settlers of this great Nation, with
the Spanish founding cities in Florida in the
1500’s, and Mexicans establishing home-
steads in the Southwest in the 1600’s. Puerto
Ricans became U.S. citizens in 1917, and
other Latinos over the years, including Cu-
bans and Central Americans, came to the
United States in search of democracy, free-
dom, and a better way of life.

Hispanics, who are of all races, distinguish
themselves as a community by fostering con-
nections rooted in the Spanish language.
Their diverse and vibrant culture includes
elements originating in Spain, North Amer-
ica, Central America, South America, and the
Caribbean. Hispanics share deep family val-
ues, recognize their obligations to the less
fortunate of our society, protect their chil-

dren, cherish freedom, and fulfill their patri-
otic duty to defend their country.

Earlier this month, I awarded our Nation’s
highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, to Dr. Antonia Pantoja. Dr.
Pantoja has inspired generations of Latino
youth to ‘‘dare to dream.’’ Believing that hard
work can overcome any obstacle, she went
from factory worker to college professor and
has dedicated her life to bringing educational
and economic opportunities to the Puerto
Rican community.

Sadly, we recently lost one of our great
countrymen, Dr. Hector P. Garcia of Corpus
Christi, Texas. A member of the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights and a recipient of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, he is
best remembered for his service to the
Latino community, founding the American
GI Forum to defend the civil rights of His-
panic veterans and organizing one of the first
civil rights marches in the 1940’s.

Many other Hispanic sons and daughters
have served our country with distinction,
making important contributions in the arts
and sciences, the business world, academia,
government, agriculture, and the Armed
Forces. Helping to preserve the democracy
and freedom all Americans enjoy, Hispanics
have served in the United States Armed
Forces in proportions much larger than their
percentage of the population. Since World
War I, our Nation has awarded the Medal
of Honor, our highest military honor, to more
Latinos than any other ethnic group.

Today, let us honor Hispanics for their ex-
ample of community and patriotism, and for
the richness of their contribution to this great
land.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1996, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon all government offi-
cials, educators, and people of the United
States to honor this observance with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and encourage all Americans to rededicate
themselves to the pursuit of equality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
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the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:40 a.m., September 19, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1996
September 18, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone observing
Yom Kippur, this holiest of Jewish holidays.

On this day, Jews across our nation and
around the world gather to pray for forgive-
ness and to atone for any transgressions they
may have committed against God and their
fellow human beings. It is during this solemn
observance that people who have been torn
by differences seek reconciliation with
friends, family, and neighbors in an earnest
effort to improve their lives and to strengthen
their relationships with others.

With its emphasis on collective respon-
sibility, Yom Kippur is a powerful reminder
that what we do as individuals has a profound
effect on our entire community. The choices
we make, whether shortsighted or wise, self-
centered or generous, make a difference not
only in our own lives but in the lives of our
families, our community, and our nation.

Let us remember, therefore, that renewal
is still within our reach, that humility before
God will help us to recognize and conquer
whatever is unworthy in our society and bring
us closer to our Creator and to one another.
Let us realize that whatever success we may
attain will be meaningful only if it is used
in service to others. And let this Yom Kippur
be a time for us to reaffirm our commitment
to family, to community, and to a world of
peace and opportunity for all.

Best wishes for a blessed Yom Kippur.
Bill Clinton

Remarks in Seattle, Washington
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you, thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, ladies and gen-
tlemen, I have to tell you that for 5 years
I have been coming here. I read all about
Washington, all about Seattle. This is the very
first time it has ever rained on me. Now I
know I have finally been accepted as one of
you, and thank you. I am glad to be here.

I also have a Seattle Fire Department cap
that’s keeping me a little dry here. I want
to thank Congressman Norm Dicks, who’s
up here. We’re going to send him some help
in the United States House of Representa-
tives in November, aren’t we? [Applause] He
and Jim McDermott have had a pretty lonely
time, and I want to help them. And I know
you do, too.

Let me thank my good friend Mayor Norm
Rice for his longtime friendship, for the great
campaign he ran, for the incredible dignity
he has shown, and for the sense of unity he
and Gary Locke have expressed today. It
made me proud to be a Democrat and proud
to be an American.

I want to thank Gary Locke for what he
said, for the campaign he has run, the cam-
paign he is about to run, and the work he
will do as the Governor of the great State
of Washington. He will be a great partner,
and I will work with him to make this State
even greater. Thank you for everything you
have done to support him, and stay with him
until November.

My fellow Americans, I’m glad to see you
here. I knew you wouldn’t be deterred by
the rain, but when the Secret Service told
me that 30,000 people had gone through the
mags, I knew that you wanted to keep Amer-
ica on the right track to the 21st century.

We are moving in the right direction. And
I am proud of the fact that since I came here
4 years ago and asked you to support me in
meeting our challenges, protecting our val-
ues, providing opportunity and responsibility
for all Americans, and bringing this country
together, not seeing it driven apart, having
us relish our diversity instead of being de-
stroyed by it, we are moving ahead.

We have 101⁄2 million more jobs than we
had 4 years ago. We have—we’ve cut the def-
icit by 60 percent, the first time since before
the Civil War it’s gone down all 4 years in
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