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each other in common cause. Together, with
this bill, we have done much to give our fami-
lies the safety and security they deserve.

NOTE: H.R. 3676, approved October 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–217.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Conferring Honorary Citizenship on
Mother Teresa
October 1, 1996

Today I am delighted to sign a resolution
conferring honorary United States citizen-
ship on Mother Teresa.

In 1950, Mother Teresa founded the Mis-
sionaries of Charity. Since then, she has
brought hope and love into the lives of mil-
lions of orphaned and abandoned children
the world over. She has nursed the sick,
cared for the poor, and shown us, through
concrete actions, how we can make real our
dreams for a just and good society.

To be an American citizen is to share cer-
tain fundamental values: That we have a duty
to help others live up to their God-given
promise, that we have a responsibility to
build up and reinforce the bonds of commu-
nity, that we have an obligation to extend our
hands to those who cannot always help them-
selves.

By this measure, Mother Teresa is already
an American citizen. I am proud to make it
official.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 191, approved October 1, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–218.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention on the International
Maritime Organization
October 1, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to acceptance, amend-
ments to the Convention on the International
Maritime Organization, signed at Geneva,
March 6, 1948 (the IMO Convention). The
amendments were adopted on November 7,
1991, and November 4, 1993, by the Assem-

bly of the International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) at its seventeenth and eighteenth
sessions. I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State describing the amendments, their
purpose and effect.

The United States is the world’s largest
user of international shipping. These amend-
ments strengthen the International Maritime
Organization’s capability to facilitate inter-
national maritime traffic and to carry out its
activities in developing strong maritime safe-
ty and environmental protection standards
and regulations. The IMO’s policies and mar-
itime standards largely reflect our own. The
United States pays less than 5 percent of the
assessed contributions to the IMO.

The 1991 amendments institutionalize the
Facilitation Committee as one of the IMO’s
standing committees. The Facilitation Com-
mittee was created to streamline the proce-
dures for the arrival, stay and departure of
ships, cargo and persons in international
ports. This committee effectively contributes
to greater efficiencies and profits for the U.S.
maritime sector, while assisting U.S. law en-
forcement agencies’ efforts to combat narcot-
ics trafficking and the threat of maritime ter-
rorism.

The 1993 amendments increase the size
of the IMO governing Council from 32 to
40 members. The United States has always
been a member of the IMO governing Coun-
cil. Increasing the Council from 32 to 40
Member States will ensure a more adequate
representation of the interests of the more
than 150 Member States in vital IMO mari-
time safety and environment protection ef-
forts worldwide.

The 1991 amendments institutionalize the
Facilitation Committee as one of the IMO’s
main committees. The 1993 amendments in-
crease the size of the Council from 32 to
40 members, thereby affording a broader
representation of the increased membership
in the IMO’s continuing administrative body.

Support for these amendments will con-
tribute to the demonstrated interest of the
United States in facilitating cooperation
among maritime nations. To that end, I urge
that the Senate give early and favorable con-
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sideration to these amendments and give its
advice and consent to their acceptance.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 1, 1996.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery
October 1, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby submit the Second Report to the

Congress on the Operation of the Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery Act. This report
is prepared pursuant to the requirements of
section 214 of the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Expansion Act of 1990 (19
U.S.C. 2702(f)).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 1, 1996.

Statement on Signing the ‘‘Bill
Emerson Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act’’
October 1, 1996

Today, I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2428, a bill that will facilitate the donation
of food and grocery products to needy indi-
viduals. The bill, known as the ‘‘Bill Emerson
Good Samaritan Food Donation Act,’’ ex-
empts those who recover or donate appar-
ently fit food and groceries from criminal or
civil liability arising from those activities.

Through food recovery and donation,
Americans can share with the hungry a por-
tion of our country’s immense food resources
that would otherwise be wasted. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture has supported the recov-
ery and donation of packaged food for years.
Moreover, during this Administration, the
Department has undertaken a national initia-
tive to help Americans ‘‘rescue’’ food of a
highly perishable, but nutritious nature. Most
of this food is prepared in restaurants, hotels,
cafeterias, and other institutional settings and
would otherwise have been thrown away.
Through this important effort, thousands of

hungry people have been fed at no cost to
the Federal taxpayer.

In working with various private sector do-
nors and food banks, however, it has come
to light that liability concerns are often an
impediment to food recovery and donation
efforts. Although many States have enacted
their own ‘‘Good Samaritan’’ laws to support
food recovery and donation efforts, many
businesses have advised that these varying
State statutes hinder food donations.

This legislation will end the confusion re-
garding liability for food recovery and dona-
tion operations through uniform definitions
in one national law. This will encourage the
charitable and well-intentioned donation of
food to the needy, while preserving govern-
mental authority to protect health and food
safety. For these reasons, I am pleased to
sign this bill into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 1, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2428, approved October 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–210. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 2.

The President’s News Conference
With Middle Eastern Leaders
October 2, 1996

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. The four of us have agreed that I
will speak about our 2 days of meetings, and
then do my best to faithfully answer ques-
tions that you have about it. And of course,
the other three leaders will have a chance
to be heard after the press conference.

I’d like to begin by thanking King Hussein,
Prime Minister Netanyahu, and Chairman
Arafat for coming here to Washington at this
critical and very difficult moment for the
Middle East peace process. Their journey re-
flects a true commitment to peace and an
understanding that there is no alternative to
the path of peace their people have traveled
so far along in the last few years.

I invited them here with three urgent goals
in mind: first, to seek to curb the terrible
violence and death that we saw last week;
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