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superhighway, to guarantee that for the first
time in history—whether children live in the
poorest rural areas, in the poorest inner
cities, in the suburban or big city school dis-
trict; whether they’re rich, middle class, or
poor; whether they’re Hispanic, white, Na-
tive American, African-American, or you-
name-it—for the first time, we’ve got a
chance to make sure every child in America
in every classroom gets the same information,
in the same way, in the same time at a world-
class level. We can do it. It will revolutionize
education. You will decide.

You will decide—you will decide whether
for the first time we truly open the doors
of college to every American. I want to do
three things. Number one, I want to make
at least 2 years of education after high school
as universal as a high school diploma is today.
And we can do it. We can do it simply by
saying people can deduct dollar for dollar
from their tax bill the cost of a typical com-
munity college tuition for 2 years. I want to
give families the opportunity to save in retire-
ment accounts and withdraw from them with
no tax penalty if the money is used for health
care, home buying, or sending a child to col-
lege. And something that will affect virtually
all of you—I want families to be able to de-
duct up to $10,000 a year for the cost of col-
lege tuition at any college in the country, un-
dergraduate or graduate, for people of any
age.

But you must decide. You must decide.
And more than anything else, you have to
decide how we’re going to get there. They
say, ‘‘There’s a tough world out there, but
there’s a lot of opportunity. So if you can
go down in the valley, cross the rushing river,
and climb the mountain, I wish you well.’’
I say we’ll all be better off if we roll up our
sleeves and build a bridge to the 21st century
big enough, wide enough, and strong enough
for all of us to walk across together. Will you
help? [Applause] Will you be there Tuesday?
[Applause]

Thank you. God bless you. Let’s go get
it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. at New
Mexico State University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Bruce King, former Governor of Ari-
zona, and his wife, Alice; State Senator Mary Jane
Garcia; J. Michael Orenduff, president, New Mex-

ico State University; and Elizabeth Shirley Baca,
candidate for New Mexico’s Second Congres-
sional District. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 2, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
something I believe is particularly important
to our Nation as we prepare to vote on Tues-
day. Many people treat elections as opportu-
nities to divide us. But I believe this election
can unite us to go forward together. When
we come together to find common ground,
we are stronger as a nation and there is no
challenge we can’t meet.

Just over 5 years ago, I announced my can-
didacy for President. It was a time of deep
and widespread frustration in America. Un-
employment was high. The deficit was out
of control. New jobs were scarce. Our values
seemed under assault from every direction.
And to many it seemed our problems were
unsolvable: Rising crime would overwhelm
us; broken families trapped on welfare would
never break free from the cycle of depend-
ence; fear and hatred would force a perma-
nent wedge between Americans of different
backgrounds and beliefs. Washington, caught
up in blame games and tangled in politics,
was unable or unwilling to act. I believed it
was time to stop asking who’s to blame and
start asking, what are we going to do about
it?

I had a simple strategy: Reject old labels,
false debates, and divisive politics. Instead,
strengthen America’s basic bargain: oppor-
tunity for all Americans, responsibility from
all Americans, and a stronger community of
all Americans. That’s how Vice President
Gore and I have tried to approach everything
we’ve done for the last 4 years.

When it came to the budget, the old poli-
tics of division demanded a choice between
balancing the budget and living up to the ob-
ligations we owe to one another and to our
future. We said, that’s no choice; we have
to do both. We have to balance the budget
to keep our economy growing strong, and we
have to protect Medicare, Medicaid, edu-
cation, and the environment.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:24 Nov 05, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P45NO4.004 p45no4



2283Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Nov. 2

We’ve cut the deficit for 4 years in a row
by 63 percent, to its lowest level in 15 years.
But we protected the health of our parents
and grandparents, we invested in the edu-
cation of our children, and we protected our
environment for future generations. To-
gether America has created 10.7 million new
jobs and 41⁄2 million new homeowners. Un-
employment is at 5.2 percent, and the aver-
age family income has risen $1,600 in just
2 years.

Now we have to finish the job and balance
the budget while we continue to protect our
values. My balanced budget plan eliminates
the deficit by 2002, while protecting our val-
ues by strengthening Medicare and Medic-
aid, expanding our investments in education,
protecting our environment.

When it came to fighting crime, the old
politics of division demanded a choice be-
tween more police and tough penalties, or
effective prevention and fewer guns on the
street. We said we need more police and
tougher penalties, but we also need effective
prevention and fewer guns on the street. So
we’re putting 100,000 new police officers on
the street. We passed ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’ and the death penalty for drug
kingpins and cop killers. We banned assault
weapons, passed the Brady bill, and fought
for safe and drug-free schools.

Two weeks ago, the FBI reported that
crime had dropped 4 years in a row to a 10-
year low. Now we have more to do to keep
crime dropping for 4 more years. We have
to finish putting 100,000 police on the street,
target violent gangs, ban bullets whose only
purpose is to pierce the bulletproof vests of
police officers.

When it came to welfare reform, the old
politics of division demanded a choice be-
tween strict time limits and work require-
ments, on the one hand, and child care and
creating jobs for people to move, on the
other hand. We said, we need time limits and
work requirements because welfare is sup-
posed to be a second chance, not a way of
life. But we also need to work together to
create jobs, because if we expect work we
have to make sure people have a chance to
work.

Well, today there are nearly 2 million
fewer people on welfare than there were the

day I took office. In August, I signed historic
welfare reform legislation that would change
the welfare system forever. Now we have a
responsibility to make the most of this oppor-
tunity to lift millions of families from welfare
to work. And I have a plan to move a million
more people from welfare to work over the
next 4 years.

When it came to our American commu-
nity, the old politics of division was at its
worst. Instead of bringing people together
around common values, the old politics of
division tried to drive wedges between us,
to take advantage of our fears. We must
never let that happen again.

Unfortunately, here at the end of the elec-
tion, some people are tempted to take advan-
tage of these issues for political advantage.
I say to them, we’ve seen the results of this
before. The politics of division yields only di-
vision and gridlock. The search for common
ground yields solutions and progress and a
future worthy of our past.

So whether you belong to the party of Lin-
coln, the party of Jefferson, whether you’re
independent or unaffiliated, remember that
most of all you belong to the community of
America. We are all in this together. We will
rise or fall together. So let us build a bridge
together, wide enough and strong enough to
carry all of us into the bright future that is
America in the 21st century.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:40 p.m. on
November 1 at Las Cruces International Airport
in Las Cruces, NM, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on November 2.

Remarks in San Antonio, Texas
November 2, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Good morning, San Antonio.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen, I’m glad to see you here in large
numbers. I’m glad to see you here in high
spirits. I’m glad to see so many young people
here, for this election is about you. My heart
is full of gratitude today.

Thank you, Congressman Henry Gonzalez,
for what you said and for so many years of
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