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The expeditious acceptance of these re-
cent sanctions-violating vessels by Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates greatly con-
tributed to our strong deterrent posture and
provides further evidence that the MIF is a
valuable resource in sanctions enforcement.

We continue to meet one of our key for-
eign policy objectives by maintaining the
multinational composition of the MIF. New
Zealand recently sent a ship back to operate
with the MIF; the United Kingdom main-
tains a nearly continuous presence with our
forces in the northern Gulf; and we are hope-
ful that in early 1997, Canada, Belgium, and
The Netherlands will all send ships to rejoin
the MIF. We are continuing our efforts to
engage the international community in mari-
time sanctions enforcement.

Most of the ships engaged in sanctions vio-
lations during this period were flagged in the
United Arab Emirates. At our urging, the
Government of the United Arab Emirates re-
cently announced stricter penalties for sanc-
tions violators. We remain hopeful that these
actions will discourage operations from the
United Arab Emirates that violate UN sanc-
tions against Irag.

Iran continues to contribute to sanctions
violations by allowing vessels leaving lIraq to
transit territorial waters in order to avoid the
MIF in the northern Gulf. We have pre-
sented evidence of Iranian complicity in
sanctions violations to the UN Sanctions
Committee and have urged the Committee
to formally denounce these actions.

Our policy with respect to sanctions en-
forcement remains firm; sanctions continue
to send a clear message to the Government
of Iraq and those who would defy UN resolu-
tions for profit that there will be no modifica-
tion or relaxation of sanctions until Iraq has
fully established its peaceful intentions by
complying with all UNSC resolutions.

The United Nations Compensation Com-
mission (UNCC), established pursuant to
UNSCR 687, continues to resolve claims
against Iraq arising from Iraq’s unlawful inva-
sion and occupation of Kuwait. The UNCC
has issued over 980,000 awards worth ap-
proximately $4.0 billion. The UNCC has au-
thorized only limited payments for fixed
awards for serious personal injury or death
because Iraq refuses to comply with all rel-
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evant UN Security Council resolutions, and
UN economic sanctions remain in force.

Currently, the UNCC faces a serious fi-
nancial crisis in funding awards and daily op-
erations. If lrag eventually sells the full
amount of oil authorized under the provi-
sions of UNSCR 986, the proceeds of the
sale will be transferred to the UN escrow
account opened for that purpose, with 30
percent allocated to the Compensation Fund
to finance awards and operations of the
UNCC.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. | remain de-
termined to see Iraq comply fully with all
of its obligations under UN Security Council
resolutions.

My Administration will continue to oppose
any relaxation of sanctions until Iraq dem-
onstrates its peaceful intentions through such
compliance.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and will continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important mat-
ter.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 5.

Statement on the Heart Bypass
Surgery of President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia

November 5, 1996

President Yeltsin underwent heart bypass
surgery today in Moscow. On behalf of the
American people, | want to convey our very
best wishes for his full and speedy recovery.
Our thoughts are also with Mrs. Yeltsin and
the Yeltsin family.

We are pleased to see the reports that the
surgery was a success. | have spoken with
Prime Minister Chernomyrdin, who con-
firmed that the operation went well, and who
expressed gratitude for the assistance pro-
vided to the Russian doctors by Dr. DeBakey
and his team.
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Over the last 4 years, the United States
and Russia have taken important steps to
build a safer, more peaceful world. We look
forward to continuing the close work be-
tween our two countries as we lay the foun-
dation for a bright, new century.

Remarks at a Victory Celebration in
Little Rock, Arkansas

November 5, 1996

My fellow Americans, thank you for being
here. Just 4 years from now we will enter
a new century of great challenge and unlim-
ited possibility. Now, we've got a bridge to
build, and I'm ready if you are.

Today the American people have spoken.
They have affirmed our course. They have
told us to go forward. America has told every
one of us, Democrats, Republicans, and
independents, loud and clear, it is time to
put politics aside, join together, and get the
job done for America’s future. In the last 4
years we've made remarkable progress, but
in our schools, our families, our workplaces,
and our communities, our journey is not
done. My fellow Americans, we have work
to do, and that's what this election was all
about.

I want to say to all of you here and to
all of the American people, no words can
convey the gratitude | feel tonight for the
honor that has been given to me. It is an
honor that belongs to many: first to my fam-
ily, to my wonderful wife of 21 years, who
from the day I first met her began teaching
me that it does take a village to raise our
children and build our future; to our daugh-
ter, Chelsea, for understanding the work we
have done together, the burdens it has im-
posed. Today | went down to the train station
to vote in the last election in which I will
appear on the ballot. And as | have done in
every year since she was born, I took Chelsea
to the ballot with me. And as we looked at
the ballot together and discussed the issues
there, | thanked God that I was born an
American.

I thank the members of my wonderful
family who are here, my stepfather Dick
Kelley, my wonderful mother-in-law, Doro-
thy Rodham, and all the others. And I thank
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my beloved mother who is smiling up there
and said, “I never had a doubt, I always knew
it would be this way.”

I thank the friends of my lifetime. There
are people who have stood with me through
thick and thin, who started with me in grade
school, in junior and senior high school, in
college, and all across the years since, friends
who knew me and knew my dreams and
stood as a powerful force against those who
sought to stop America’s progress with the
politics of personal destruction. Thank you,
my friends. Thank you for what you did for
America.

I thank the people of my beloved native
State. I would not be anywhere else in the
world tonight. In front of this wonderful old
capitol that has seen so much of my own life
and our State’s history, | thank you for stay-
ing with me so long, for never giving up, for
always knowing that we could do better.

I thank the finest Vice President this coun-
try has ever seen. Because of Al Gore, we
have a stronger and more secure relationship
with a democratic Russia; we are exploring
the wonders of new technologies for the ben-
efit of America; we are protecting our envi-
ronment; and we have reinvented America’s
Government so that it does more with less,
thanks to his leadership. It is a legacy unique
in the history of this Republic.

I thank Tipper for her friendship, for her
crusades on behalf of our children and the
mental health of the American people, and
for always standing with us, along with her
children and her family.

I thank the members of our administra-
tion, the Cabinet members, the members of
the White House staff. | thank all those who
are part of the permanent service to the
President at the White House, the medical
staff. I thank especially my Secret Service de-
tail that has been so challenged by a Presi-
dent determined not to be isolated from the
American people.

I thank the members of our campaign
staff, all those who have served in this elec-
tion and the work you have done. | thank
the leaders of our party in the Congress, in
the statehouses. | thank all those who stood
for what we believe in in these elections
today, those who won and those who did not.
You did a service to America by raising the



