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Statement on the Anniversary of the
Dayton Accords
November 21, 1996

One year ago today, American diplomacy
under the leadership of Secretary of State
Warren Christopher and Assistant Secretary
of State Richard Holbrooke achieved a peace
agreement that ended the worst conflict in
Europe since World War 1. Over the past
year, American soldiers, diplomats, aid work-
ers, volunteers, and public servants have
worked tirelessly on the challenges of imple-
menting the Dayton accords. They have
made a world of difference in the lives of
the Bosnian people.

The market massacres, shiper alleys, and
grim campaigns of ethnic cleansing are over.
Since Dayton, we and our international part-
ners have maintained a secure peace, sepa-
rated and demobilized the former warring
parties, held successful national elections,
and started the work of rebuilding Bosnia’s
economy and civil structures. These achieve-
ments have made an immeasurable dif-
ference in the lives of people in Bosnia: par-
ents can return to their businesses and ca-
reers, children can return to schools and
playgrounds, farmers can return to fields and
markets—all without fear of an incoming
round or a sniper’s bullet.

When the Balkan leaders chose peace one
year ago at Dayton, | asked the American
people to do the same by supporting the par-
ticipation of our troops in a NATO-led Im-
plementation Force to help secure the peace.
Thanks to NATOQO'’s strong capabilities, to-
gether with the forces of Russia and other
members of the Partnership For Peace,
IFOR successfully completed its mission of
implementing the military aspects of Dayton
without any combat casualties. In short,
IFOR exceeded our expectations in bringing
an end to a war that threatened stability in
Europe.

American leadership remains vital in pur-
suing our interests and is critical to restoring
peace and stability in places like Bosnhia. That
is why | have decided in principle that, until
political and economic efforts can gain great-
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er momentum, a smaller follow-on NATO
mission in Bosnia is necessary to complete
the work that IFOR began. But in the end,
it still is up to the Boshian people, with the
help of international community, to take re-
sponsibility for rebuilding their country, rec-
onciling with their neighbors, creating a
democratic national government, and laying
the foundation for a self-sustaining peace.

Today, | want to personally thank the
many Americans who have worked so hard
to bring peace to the people of Bosnia.

Remarks on the International Coral
Reef Initiative in Port Douglas,
Australia

November 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Premier and Mrs.
Borbidge, Mayor Berwick, Minister Hill and
Mrs. Hill, members of the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority, and to Minister
Moore and Mrs. Moore, especially to Alicia
Stevens for reminding us what this is all
about today.

Hillary and | and our party have had a
wonderful visit to Australia. We understand
now why it is called the Lucky Country. But
we believe that there is more than luck in-
volved here. Today we celebrate the commit-
ment of a people of this country, of the Unit-
ed States, and people all over the world to
the proposition that we must preserve the
natural resources that God has given us. We
are here near the biggest, best managed pro-
tected marine and coastal area in the world
for a clear reason: Australia has made a na-
tional commitment to be good stewards of
the land with which God blessed you.

I am especially pleased today, as has al-
ready been said, that the Government of Aus-
tralia is honoring the United States by nam-
ing a section of the Great Barrier Reef after
Rachel Carson. Rachel Carson was the great
American environmentalist; she was a marine
biologist. Vice President Gore wrote about
Rachel Carson: She brought us back to a fun-
damental idea lost to an amazing degree in
modern civilization, the interconnection of
human beings and the natural environment.
That interconnection clearly imposes upon
all of us a shared responsibility. To preserve



