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So this is a unique moment. And because
it is, to some extent, without precedent and
because it is different, we have to imagine
the future before we can create it. And when
you do something like that, it requires you
to make alliances and get outside of barriers
that normally govern your lives. So I meant
very much what I said about the bipartisan
nature of our common task. And tomorrow
we will start to work on it.

For today, I think we should all, as the
previous speakers have said, enjoy being
Americans, enjoy the parade, enjoy the balls,
but most of all, enjoy the great gift of our
citizenship.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in Statu-
ary Hall at the Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to vocalists Jessye Norman and Santita Jackson;
and poet Miller Williams of Arkansas. Prior to the
President’s remarks, Senator John Warner, chair-
man, Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies, introduced the President, and Sen-
ator Wendell H. Ford, committee vice-chairman,
presented him with an engraved crystal bowl.

Proclamation 6968—National Day of
Hope and Renewal, 1997
January 20, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today as we celebrate the last Presidential

Inauguration of the 20th century and raise
our sights with hope and humility toward the
challenges of a new age, let us together ask
God’s guidance and blessing.

This day marks not a personal or political
victory but the triumph of a free people who
have freely chosen the course our country
will take as we prepare for the 21st century.

During the past 4 years, we have grown
together as a people and as a Nation.
Touched by tragedy, strengthened by
achievement, exhilarated by the challenges
and opportunities ahead, we have come a
long way on our journey to change America’s
course for the better. We have always been
a people of hope—hope that we can make

tomorrow brighter than today, hope that we
can fulfill our Nation’s enduring promise of
freedom and opportunity. And we have al-
ways known that, by the grace of God and
our mutual labor, we can make our hopes
reality.

Today, we live in an age of possibility—
a moment of rich opportunity that brings
with it a deep responsibility for the future
and the generations to come. We must seize
this special moment with a commitment to
do right by those who will follow us in this
blessed land.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose life and
vision we honor today, recognized that the
destiny of each American is bound to the des-
tiny of all Americans; that if we are to go
forward, we must go forward together. So,
let us pledge today to continue our national
journey together. Let us reaffirm our com-
mitment to our shared values of family and
faith, work and opportunity. And let us re-
solve to work together, one Nation under
God, to build a bridge of hope and renewal
to a new American century.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim January 20, 1997, a National
Day of Hope and Renewal, and I call upon
the citizens of this great Nation to observe
this day by reflecting on their obligations to
one another and to our beloved country and
by facing the future with a spirit of hope and
renewal.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of January, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 22, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 23.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Economic Team and an Exchange
With Reporters
January 21, 1997

Budget Proposal
The President. Are we all here? Are we

all awake. [Laughter] Are we all cogent?
Q. How about you?
The President. Yes, I’m fine. I got a good

night’s sleep last night.
Yesterday was a great day of celebration

for us, but it’s time to get down to work.
I told everyone at all the balls yesterday that
I felt better at the second Inauguration than
the first because the country was better but
that I wanted us to see it not as a reward
for the first 4 years but a mandate for the
next 4. And that’s what I want to be working
on today.

I wanted to begin this second term by
meeting first with our economic team to dis-
cuss finishing the job of balancing the budg-
et. I said yesterday that we need a new Gov-
ernment for the new century ahead and that
means a Government that lives within its
means, that our parties must work together,
and that we have to be repairers of the
breach that has developed in our partisan sys-
tem over the last 4 years and too often among
our people.

To that end, on February 6th I will submit
a balanced budget. As I said yesterday, we
have to do—what I will do—maintain our
commitment to a balanced budget and the
balance of our values. That’s why we will also
expand education, research and technology,
protect the environment, and preserve health
care for our parents and our children.

The only way we can actually balance the
budget is if we seize this moment to work
together. And I’m going to do my best to
reach out to the Republicans. So today I want
to announce that our balanced budget will
contain Medicare reforms that will make the
program work better and will meet my goal
of securing the Medicare trust fund for 10
years. It will save $138 billion over 6 years.
And it should bring us much closer to biparti-
san agreement, because based on the scoring
of the Congressional Budget Office last year,
this means that we’re meeting the Repub-
licans halfway. I want to meet them halfway

on this and on many other issues. And I hope
they’ll meet me halfway.

I’m determined that if we’ll do that we can
resolve our remaining differences and reach
agreement to balance the budget and do a
lot of other good things for the American
people as well. I’m looking forward to it, and
I hope this first gesture is one that will be
treated in good faith and responded to in
kind.

Reprimand of Speaker Gingrich
Q. Mr. President, what effect do you think

today’s House vote on Mr. Gingrich will have
on your stated effort yesterday and today to
repair the breach?

The President. Well, of course, it depends
on how everyone reacts to it. But I believe
I said what I needed to say in the Inaugural:
I think the House should do its business, and
then we should get back to the people’s busi-
ness.

Budget Negotiations
Q. Mr. President, on the $138 billion, what

does that come to over 5 years, since you’re
going to be submitting a 5-year balanced
budget proposal, not a 6-year balanced budg-
et proposal?

The President. It’s about a hundred. But
the point is that the Republicans will be, too.
In other words, the ratio will be about the
same.

Q. And do you expect them to simply ac-
cept that or to see that as an opening bargain-
ing position, going forward in the negotia-
tions to try to find some sort of common
ground, given the history of the so-called
Mediscare tactics that were used against
them during the campaign?

The President. Well, first of all, as you
know, I dispute that. I vetoed a budget that
had $270 billion in Medicare cuts. Through-
out the campaign and in the debates, I point-
ed out that the Republicans and I had moved
closer together at the end, but that if we
adopted a 15-percent across-the-board tax
cut it would push the Medicare number back
to a number I vetoed. I don’t think that’s
Mediscare. So I just dispute that.

But the main thing is we’ve got to get up
today and do the work of the country. There
are lots of elements to this budget; Medicare
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