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always call this White House and that you
will have someone, even if we don’t always
agree, who understands your concerns and
will do his best to address them. And I thank
you.

Mr. Chairman.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks at the Democratic
Governors Association Dinner
February 3, 1997

Thank you. Thank you, Governor Dean,
for that wonderful introduction. And I thank
the orchestra for playing me in. [Laughter]
Thank you, Governor Rossello, for your lead-
ership here in the DGA. And to our DNC
General Chair, Governor Roy Romer, thank
you for agreeing to do that. I hope it made
the Democratic Governors feel better; it sure
made me feel better when you did it. Our
Democratic National Chairman, Steve
Grossman, thank you for being here tonight.
And thank you, Santita, for singing again. You
got me in a good humor before I had to come
out and speak.

You all know that the Vice President is
coming over later. I’m just the warmup act.
[Laughter] But that’s probably as it should
be. At least that’s what he asked me to say
right before I left the White House. [Laugh-
ter] I thank you for understanding why I can’t
be here all evening. As you know, the State
of the Union is tomorrow night, and I hope
that the Governors who are here will be stay-
ing for it. We have a place for all of you.

It’s a very different city than it was a year
ago. A year ago, we had a cold wave and
a cold wave in politics so bad that it shut
the Government down. And the American
people had something to say about it in the
months ahead after that and then definitively
in November. And it’s a lot warmer outside
this year than it was last year. And I like it.

All of you know that I have been deeply
indebted to my own experience as a Gov-
ernor and to the Democratic Governors for
many of the ideas that we have brought to
bear over the last 4 years. Our country has
produced 11.2 million jobs for the first time
in history in a 4-year Presidential administra-

tion. We have—crime has come down in
every year. The welfare rolls have dropped
by 21⁄4 million, the largest amount in history.
Inequality among working people has started
back down again, after a 20-year increase,
with particular drops for single parents work-
ing to support their children, the elderly, and
African-Americans.

In the last 4 years, thanks to the work that
we have done together, we have, first of all,
reversed our country’s addiction to supply-
side economics and substituted for it an eco-
nomics based on investing in people, expand-
ing trade, reducing the deficit, and ultimately
balancing the budget in the right way.

We have restored the family and commu-
nity as the centerpiece of our social agenda
with initiatives like the family and medical
leave law, which we celebrated the fourth an-
niversary of just this week and which I hope
to expand in this coming session of the Con-
gress, and I hope you will help me do that.

When it comes to crime and welfare, we
replaced rhetoric with action, and that’s why
results have flowed. We have redefined the
role of the Government. No longer do the
American people believe, and no longer are
they being told, that Government is the
enemy. They know that the role of Govern-
ment is to be our partner to give us the tools
to solve our problems and to create the con-
ditions in which Americans can flourish.

And finally, we have reaffirmed the impor-
tance of our national community. No longer
is it commonplace in our national politics to
see victory come from dividing Americans by
race, by gender, or in any other way. And
I’m proud of that, perhaps proudest of all
that we have rebuked the people who want
to divide us as a nation. That’s what the
Democratic Party is all about.

In the next 4 years—well, you have to wait
until tomorrow night to hear about that.
[Laughter] But let me say that in the next
4 years, I will still depend upon the Demo-
cratic Governors for your ideas; two of them
you know I have embraced with particular
vigor: the HOPE scholarship, pioneered by
Governor Zell Miller in Georgia, and the idea
of providing national certification to the most
excellent teachers in America, pioneered by
Governor Jim Hunt in North Carolina. I
thank you both for that.

VerDate 05-AUG-97 08:27 Aug 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P06FE4.003 p06fe4



134 Feb. 3 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

What I want to leave you with is that I
think in the last 4 years we’ve basically un-
locked the potential of our country by fixing
a lot of things that were wrong and by rede-
fining what the stakes are. In the next 4 years,
we have to take initiatives to shape America
for the next 50 years. And what I want you
to think about when you go back home is
this: It’s not very often that a country has
a period of such enormous peace and pros-
perity and yet is still confronted by such great
challenges. And what has brought us to this
moment in history is the incredible rate and
scope of change of the time in which we live.

We’re not just moving into a new century
and a new millennium; we’re moving into a
whole new way of doing things. It’s changing
the way family life works. It’s changing the
way work life works. It’s changing the way
people relate to each other in society and
across national borders. It poses particular
challenges for our educators but also chal-
lenges for all the rest of us.

We’re also learning a lot of things that im-
pose new responsibilities on us. I know that
the Democratic Governors heard from my
friend Rob Reiner, who is sitting out here
at this table, who is passionately concerned
about what happens to children from the
time they’re born until they’re 2 or 3 years
old. We now know things about those years
that we never knew before. And that imposes
upon us responsibilities we never had before
because we now know we can prevent prob-
lems from occurring we didn’t think we
could, and we can unleash potential we didn’t
know was there and that requires us to be-
have in a different way.

So tomorrow night, I’m going to try to talk
about the next steps I think we have to take.
But I want you to think in big terms about
this. Every time a Governor is elected who
has real vision and real understanding and
a real willingness to take prudent risks to tap
the potential of this moment, we have ad-
vanced the cause of freedom and democracy,
and we’ve given more people a chance to
light up their own lives. That’s really what
all this is about.

Democracies normally don’t do very well
in times of peace and prosperity. They sort
of get complacent and kind of go to the golf
course twice a week. [Laughter] Sounds like
a good idea to me. [Laughter] Unfortunately,
we don’t have that luxury now, not if we’re
going to do what we ought to do.

So that’s what this is about tonight. In the
next 2 years, we’ll be seeing 38 Governors’
races come up for a vote of the people, af-
fecting 80 percent of the people who live in
this country. And the decisions that will be
made by those Governors will chart the
course for the next century. This is a very,
very important time to be making these judg-
ments. And I can tell you, having now been
President for 4 years and having been a Gov-
ernor for 12 years—I could tell you a lot of
things about that—[laughter]—but the point
I want to make is there are a lot of things
that a President can do and a lot of things
a President can’t. There are some things that
can and will only be done by the Governors
of this country, working with people through-
out the States. It matters a great deal. You
know that. That’s why you’re here tonight.

But as you think about this tonight and
tomorrow night at the State of the Union and
the work that I’m going to help you do in
the next 2 years to try to make sure we elect
more people from our party to the state-
houses to move this country forward, just re-
member, usually democracies get lazy in
times of peace and prosperity. The changes
and the challenges of this time do not permit
us to do this. If we do it, we will regret it
for a very long time. If we don’t, you ain’t
seen nothing yet.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. in the
Regency Ballroom at the Omni Shoreham Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Howard Dean
of Vermont, chair, Democratic Governors Asso-
ciation; Gov. Pedro Rossello of Puerto Rico; Gov.
Roy Romer of Colorado; singer Santita Jackson;
and movie director Rob Reiner.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders and
the Chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission
Reporting on Radio Frequency
Spectrum Reallocation
February 4, 1997

Dear lllll:
Title VI of the Omnibus Budget Reconcili-

ation Act of 1993 directs the Secretary of
Commerce to prepare a report identifying at
least 200 megahertz (MHz) of the radio fre-
quency spectrum for reallocation, over a pe-
riod of 15 years, from Federal Government
use to nonfederal Government use. This title
also directs the President to notify the Fed-
eral Communications Commission and both
Houses of Congress as actions are taken
under this title. Including the reallocation of
the 25 MHz reported in this notice, actions
have now been completed to reallocate 120
MHz of spectrum for use by nonfederal Gov-
ernment entities.

Under delegated authority, the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA) is responsible for man-
aging the Federal Government’s use of the
radio frequency spectrum. On March 22,
1995, former Secretary of Commerce Ronald
Brown submitted to you NTIA’s Spectrum
Reallocation Final Report; this report pre-
sented a schedule for reallocating specified
frequency bands over the period extending
to January 1999. The NTIA report identified
the frequency band 4635–4660 MHz for re-
allocation in January 1997.

I am pleased to inform you that the Fed-
eral Government frequency assignments in
the 4635–4660 MHz frequency band have
been withdrawn by NTIA in compliance with
section 114 of the Act. In addition, appro-
priate modifications have been made to the
United States Table of Frequency Alloca-
tions for Federal Government stations to re-
flect the completed spectrum reallocation ac-
tions.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate; and Chair-

man Reed E. Hundt of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Estonia-United
States Fisheries Agreement
February 4, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Estonia Extend-
ing the Agreement of June 1, 1992, Concern-
ing Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United
States, with annex, as extended (‘‘the 1992
Agreement’’). The Agreement, which was ef-
fected by an exchange of notes at Tallinn on
June 3 and 28, 1996, extends the 1992 Agree-
ment to June 30, 1998.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Estonia, I
urge that the Congress give favorable consid-
eration to this Agreement at an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 4, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Lithuania-United
States Fisheries Agreement
February 4, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Lithuania Ex-
tending the Agreement of November 12,
1992, Concerning Fisheries Off the Coasts
of the United States, with annex, as extended
(‘‘the 1992 Agreement’’). The Agreement,
which was effected by an exchange of notes
at Vilnius on June 5 and October 15, 1996,
extends the 1992 Agreement to December
31, 1998.

VerDate 05-AUG-97 08:27 Aug 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P06FE4.005 p06fe4


