
163

Week Ending Friday, February 14, 1997

Message on the Observance of
Id al-Fı́tr
February 7, 1997

On behalf of all Americans, I want to ex-
tend greetings to all Muslims in the United
States and around the world as you celebrate
Id al-Fı́tr.

This celebration, which marks the end of
a month of fasting and sacrifice, is an occa-
sion for rejoicing. It is an opportunity for
Muslims to gather in joy, as well as in re-
membrance of those less fortunate.

It is also an opportunity for all of us to
rededicate ourselves, not only to achieving
spiritual growth, but also to the cause of
peace between all peoples of the earth. It
is our common challenge and our shared re-
sponsibility to create a better world for our-
selves and our children.

To all who practice the faith of Islam, in
the United States and abroad, Hillary and
I extend our very best wishes. May peace
be with you and your families, and may God
grant you health and prosperity now and in
the year ahead.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 8, 1997

The President. Good morning. This
morning the Vice President and I are going
to talk about the progress we’ve made to
bring 21st century technology to our students
and our schools.

In my State of the Union Address Tuesday
night, I issued a call to action to all Ameri-
cans to prepare our people for the 21st cen-
tury. The very heart of this mission and my
number one priority these next 4 years is to
give our children the best education in the
world.

Education is about opportunity, about giv-
ing our children the tools to make the most
of their God-given potential. This is a goal
every American must share for every other
American. That’s why I’m calling for a new,
nonpartisan commitment to education. Dur-
ing the cold war, America had a bipartisan
commitment to foreign policy, and politics
stopped at the water’s edge. Today, edu-
cation is a critical national security issue for
our future, and our politics must stop at the
schoolhouse door.

My plan calls for world-class standards for
students, teachers, and schools. It calls for
expanding Head Start, rebuilding crumbling
schools, opening the doors of college wider
than ever before, and ensuring that workers
can learn and earn for a lifetime.

To give our children the best education,
we must help them to harness the powerful
forces of technology. That’s why we’ve chal-
lenged America to connect every classroom
and library to the Internet by the year 2000.
For the first time in history, children in the
most isolated rural towns, the most com-
fortable suburbs, and the poorest inner-city
schools will have the same access to the same
universe of knowledge.

We’ve come a long way toward meeting
that goal, and we owe much of that progress
to the leadership of the Vice President who
will now say a few words about our efforts.

[At this point, the Vice President made brief
remarks.]

The President. Thank you, Mr. Vice
President. We are making a lot of progress.
Today we’re issuing a report prepared by
Secretary Riley and the Department of Edu-
cation that shows that 65 percent of our
schools are now connected to the Internet,
almost double the number of schools con-
nected in 1994. But it’s not enough to con-
nect every school; we must connect every
classroom and every library as well. Since
1994, we have more than quadrupled the
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