
244 Feb. 25 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

ment, and other community leaders to help
us. I want our young people to help us, most
of all. We did not create this problem over-
night, and it will not be solved overnight, but
over that critical decade of these young peo-
ple’s lives who are here, we can lift a whole
generation away from the grip of a terrible
menace.

Thanks to the efforts of many people, we
now have a rational, coherent, and long-term
strategy. Its ultimate success will depend
upon the support it receives from every
American. And ultimately, it will depend
upon the willingness of our young people to
listen, to learn, to be strong, and to find sup-
port. The rest of us have to be that support.
There is no more urgent priority. Thank you
very much.

1996 Campaign Financing
Q. Mr. President, in a short time, we in

the media will have access to documents
which reportedly contain your feelings that
overnight stays at the White House could be
used as a motivation to get——

The President. This is not a national pri-
ority.

Q. ——could be used as a motivation for
getting people to contribute more to the
Democratic National Committee.

The President. That’s not what they con-
tain.

Q. Well, I’m—we have not seen these doc-
uments yet.

The President. Well, I’ll tell you what. I’ll
be glad to answer the questions, but you
should see it first. What the document says—
there’s a document in there that points out
that in early 1995, a lot of the people that
helped me get elected President in ’92
thought that they had gotten estranged, in
effect, from me, that we had not kept in
touch with them. And Terry McAuliffe sent
me a memo suggesting things we ought to
do to reestablish contact, which I thought
was a good memo. And I told him to proceed.
And I told Nancy Hernreich, in addition to
that, that I wanted to ask some of my friends
who had helped me when I got elected Presi-
dent that I hadn’t been in touch with to come
to the White House and spend the night with
me. That is a reference to that.

And later, by the way, today, sometime,
we’re going to release the people—the num-
ber of people who stayed at the White House
in the last 4 years, and you will see that the
people that worked for me and helped to
raise funds for me were a small percentage
of the total number of people who stayed
at the White House. But they were my
friends, and I was proud to have them here.
And I do not believe people who lawfully
raise money for people running for office are
bad people. I think they’re good people.
They make the system work that we have
now. I’m proud that they helped me, and
I was proud to have them here. I did not
have any strangers here. The Lincoln Bed-
room was never sold. That was one more
false story we have had to endure. And the
facts will show what the truth is.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Boys and Girls Club mem-
ber Nathan Habel, who introduced the President;
Terence McAuliffe, finance chair, Clinton/Gore
’96; and Nancy Hernreich, Deputy Assistant to
the President and Director of Oval Office Oper-
ations.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the 1997 National
Drug Control Strategy
February 25, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit the 1997 National

Drug Control Strategy to the Congress. This
strategy renews our bipartisan commitment
to reducing drug abuse and its destructive
consequences. It reflects the combined and
coordinated Federal effort that is directed by
National Drug Control Policy Director Barry
McCaffrey and includes every department
and over 50 agencies. It enlists all State and
local leaders from across the country who
must share in the responsibility to protect
our children and all citizens from the scourge
of illegal drugs.

In the 1996 National Drug Control Strat-
egy, we set forth the basis of a coherent, ra-
tional, long-term national effort to reduce il-
licit drug use and its consequences. Building
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upon that framework, the 1997 National
Drug Control Strategy adopts a 10-year na-
tional drug-control strategy that includes
quantifiable measures of effectiveness. The
use of a long-term strategy, with annual re-
ports to the Congress and consistent out-
reach to the American people on our
progress, will allow us to execute a dynamic,
comprehensive plan for the Nation and will
help us to achieve our goals.

We know from the past decade of Federal
drug control efforts that progress in achiev-
ing our goals will not occur overnight. But
our success in reducing casual drug use over
the last decade demonstrates that drug abuse
is not an incurable social ill. Thanks to the
bipartisan efforts of the Congress and the
past three administrations, combined with
broad-based efforts of citizens and commu-
nities throughout the United States, we have
made tremendous progress since the 1970’s
in reducing drug use.

Nonetheless, we are deeply concerned
about the rising trend of drug use by young
Americans. While overall use of drugs in the
United States has fallen dramatically—by
half in 15 years—adolescent drug abuse con-
tinues to rise. That is why the number one
goal of our strategy is to motivate America’s
youth to reject illegal drugs and substance
abuse.

Our strategy contains programs that will
help youth to recognize the terrible risks as-
sociated with the use of illegal substances.
The cornerstone of this effort will be our na-
tional media campaign that will target our
youth with a consistent anti-drug message.
But government cannot do this job alone. We
challenge the national media and entertain-
ment industry to join us—by renouncing the
glamorization of drug abuse and realistically
portraying its consequences.

All Americans must accept responsibility
to teach young people that drugs are wrong,
drugs are illegal, and drugs are deadly. We
must renew our commitment to the drug
prevention strategies that deter first-time
drug use and halt the progression from alco-
hol and tobacco use to illicit drugs.

While we continue to teach our children
the dangers of drugs, we must also increase
the safety of our citizens by substantially re-
ducing drug-related crime and violence. At

the beginning of my Administration, we set
out to change this country’s approach to
crime by putting more police officers on our
streets, taking guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals and juveniles, and breaking the back of
violent street gangs. We are making a dif-
ference. For the fifth year in a row serious
crime in this country has declined. This is
the longest period of decline in over 25 years.
But our work is far from done and we must
continue to move in the right direction.

More than half of all individuals brought
into the Nation’s criminal justice systems
have substance abuse problems. Unless we
also break the cycle of drugs and violence,
criminal addicts will end up back on the
street, committing more crimes, and back in
the criminal justice system, still hooked on
drugs. The criminal justice system should re-
duce drug demand—not prolong or tolerate
it. Our strategy implements testing and sanc-
tions through coerced abstinence as a way
to reduce the level of drug use in the popu-
lation of offenders under criminal justice su-
pervision, and thereby reduce the level of
other criminal behavior.

Our strategy supports the expansion of
drug-free workplaces, which have proven so
successful and we will continue to seek more
effective, efficient, and accessible drug treat-
ment to ensure that we are responsive to
emerging drug-abuse trends.

We must continue to shield America’s air,
land, and sea frontiers from the drug threat.
By devoting more resources to protecting the
Southwest border than ever before, we are
increasing drug seizures, stopping drug
smugglers, and disrupting major drug traf-
ficking operations. We must continue our
interdiction efforts, which have greatly dis-
rupted the trafficking patterns of cocaine
smugglers and have blocked the free flow of
cocaine through the western Caribbean into
Florida and the Southeast.

Our comprehensive effort to reduce the
drug flow cannot be limited to seizing drugs
as they enter the United States. We must
persist in our efforts to break foreign and
domestic sources of supply. We know that
by working with source and transit nations,
we can greatly reduce foreign supply. Inter-
national criminal narcotics organizations are
a threat to our national security. But if we
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target these networks, we can dismantle
them—as we did the Cali Cartel.

We will continue to oppose all calls for
the legalization of illicit drugs. Our vigilance
is needed now more than ever. We will con-
tinue to ensure that all Americans have ac-
cess to safe and effective medicine. However,
the current drug legalization movement
sends the wrong message to our children. It
undermines the concerted efforts of parents,
educators, businesses, elected leaders, com-
munity groups, and others to achieve a
healthy, drug-free society.

I am confident that the national challenge
of drug abuse can be met by extending our
strategic vision into the future, educating citi-
zens, treating addiction, and seizing the ini-
tiative in dealing with criminals who traffic
not only in illegal drugs but in human misery
and lost lives.

Every year drug abuse kills 14,000 Ameri-
cans and costs taxpayers nearly $70 billion.
Drug abuse fuels spouse and child abuse,
property and violent crime, the incarceration
of young men and women, the spread of
AIDS, workplace and motor vehicle acci-
dents, and absenteeism in the work force.

For our children’s sake and the sake of
this Nation, this menace must be confronted
through a rational, coherent, cooperative,
and long-range strategy. I ask the Congress
to join me in a partnership to carry out this
national strategy to reduce illegal drug use
and its devastating impact on America.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 25, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the United Kingdom-
United States Supplementary Social
Security Agreement
February 25, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
with the Supplementary Agreement Amend-
ing the Agreement Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Gov-

ernment of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland on Social Secu-
rity (the Supplementary Agreement), which
consists of two separate instruments: a prin-
cipal agreement and an administrative ar-
rangement. The Supplementary Agreement,
signed at London on June 6, 1996, is in-
tended to modify certain provisions of the
original United States-United Kingdom So-
cial Security Agreement signed at London
February 13, 1984.

The United States-United Kingdom Social
Security Agreement is similar in objective to
the social security agreements with Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, and Switzerland. Such bilateral
agreements provide for limited coordination
between the U.S. and foreign social security
systems to eliminate dual social security cov-
erage and taxation, and to help prevent the
loss of benefit protection that can occur
when workers divide their careers between
two countries.

The Supplementary Agreement, which
would amend the 1984 Agreement to update
and clarify several of its provisions, is neces-
sitated by changes that have occurred in U.S.
and English law in recent years. Among other
things, the Supplementary Agreement re-
moves certain restrictions in the original
agreement concerning payment of UK dis-
ability benefits to residents of the United
States. The Supplementary Agreement will
also make a number of minor revisions in
the Agreement to take account of other
changes in U.S. and English law that have
occurred in recent years.

The United States-United Kingdom Social
Security Agreement, as amended, would con-
tinue to contain all provisions mandated by
section 233 and other provisions that I deem
appropriate to carry out the provisions of sec-
tion 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the
Act.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Supplementary Agreement,
along with a paragraph-by-paragraph expla-
nation of the effect of the amendments on
the principal agreement and the related ad-
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