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In December, I announced Justice De-
partment guidelines to help States meet this
requirement. The guidelines are straight-
forward. By March 1, 1998, one year from
today, every State must submit to the Attor-
ney General a clearly defined, comprehen-
sive plan to test prisoners and parolees, to
treat those who need it and punish those who
go back on drugs.

Today I’m announcing that I am sending
all 50 Governors a letter to make it clear that
General McCaffrey and Attorney General
Reno are prepared to help every State get
this job done. We’ll provide guidance and re-
sources, experts, technical assistance, access
to new technology. We’ll give that to every
State that needs help in developing its plans.
At the same time, this, too, should be per-
fectly clear: Any State without a prisoner and
parolee drug testing plan one year from today
will lose Federal prison assistance until a plan
is submitted. We want to help States build
the prison space they need, but we will not
help to build prisons that tolerate drugs by
turning a blind eye.

The Federal Government and State gov-
ernments must work together as partners to
get this done. It’s time to say to inmates, if
you stay on drugs, you’ll stay in jail; if you
want out of jail, you have to get off drugs.
It’s time to say to parolees, if you go back
on drugs, you’ll go back to jail; if you want
to stay out of jail, stay off drugs.

We must fight drugs on every front, on
our streets and in our schools, at our borders
and in our homes. Every American must ac-
cept this responsibility. There is no more in-
sidious threat to a good future than illegal
drugs. I’m counting on all of you to help us
win the fight against them.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:28 p.m. on
February 28 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 1.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 3, 1997

The President. Good morning. I’m glad
to welcome Chairman Arafat here. This is
our sixth meeting, and I’m hopeful that it
will be as productive as our previous ones
have. You will remember the last time he
was here, last fall, we were facing a very dif-
ficult situation with regard to Hebron, and
because of the efforts that he made in work-
ing with the Israelis, an agreement was
reached, a timetable was established, and
we’re moving forward. And I’m hopeful that
we can keep doing that. This is also a difficult
moment, but I think we can work through
it and go forward and I appreciate his coming
to see me.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. Chairman, are the new settlements

designed by the Israelis to make the annex-
ation a fait accompli of east Jerusalem?

Chairman Arafat. Not only for Jerusalem
but also for Bethlehem, because their target
is to squeeze and to isolate Jerusalem but,
at the same time, to build the settlements
at the entrance of Bethlehem, to replace Har
Homa, our capital—in the city of Bethlehem
during the 2,000 years of our celebration for
our Jesus Christ.

Q. What are you going to do about it?
Chairman Arafat. I am sure that His Ex-

cellency will push for—to prevent it.
Q. Mr. President, what do you think about

the settlement?
The President. Well, what I think about

the settlement is what I think about all these
issues. You know, the important thing is for
these people on both sides to be building
confidence and working together. And so I
would prefer the decision not have been
made, because I don’t think it builds con-
fidence, I think it builds mistrust. And I wish
that it had not been made.
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Q. Mr. President, the Jerusalem Embassy
Act declares that the United States should
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Is Je-
rusalem Israel’s capital, and does Israel have
the right to build within the municipal
boundaries of Jerusalem?

The President. Well, you know, I’ve been
asked that question a lot, and I’m going to
give you the same answer I always give. I
do not believe, now that the parties have
reached the agreement they reached in 1993
and they have made this the final status issue,
that the United States can serve any useful
purpose by saying, or especially by doing,
anything which seems to prejudge what
should be a final status issue between the
parties. I think that would be a big mistake.

1996 Campaign Financing
Q. Vice President Gore, did you solicit

money in the White House, Mr. Gore, during
the campaign?

Vice President Gore. I’ll talk with you all
later, not during this.

The President. Nice tie, Ron [Ron
Fournier, Associated Press].

Q. Thank you. Got that in Arkansas.

Storms in Arkansas
Q. Do you want to say anything about the

storms?
Q. Are you going to Arkansas?
The President. I’m going down tomorrow.

I’m very concerned about it. I talked over
the weekend to—I talked to the Governor
twice and the mayor of Little Rock and Rep-
resentative Malone in Arkadelphia. You
know, it’s a bad situation. More people were
killed in 18 hours than in the 12 years I was
Governor, I believe combined, in the torna-
does.

Q. Did you know anybody that was hurt
or killed?

The President. Not to my knowledge, al-
though I did recognize a couple of people
on television last night who had lost their
homes. One man said—did you see that—
where he had given away a couch to the
Goodwill Industries, and whoever got the
couch had their home destroyed and the
couch was blown back into his house.
[Laughter]

Q. You’re going down——

The President. I recognized three or four
people on television. But I’m going down
there. I’ll see tomorrow.

Chelsea Clinton’s Birthday
Q. You had a good birthday celebration?
The President. Wonderful. Chelsea had

a good birthday. New York was good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas
and Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for the Coalition for America’s
Children Public Service
Announcement
March 3, 1997

I want to thank all those who have been
a part of this. Alex Kroll, thank you for what
you said and for reminding us that we’re
about the business of helping parents, not
disrespecting the difficulties they face. Chris-
tine Benero, thank you. Eva Kasten, the ex-
ecutive vice president of the Advertising
Council, thank you. I thank the Benton
Foundation, the AT&T Foundation, the
Packard Foundation. I’d like to thank the
people in our administration probably most
directly involved in helping our children who
are here today, Secretary Riley, Secretary
Shalala, and Harris Wofford, the head of the
Corporation for National Service.

But most of all, I want to thank Bradley
Pine and Lonzo Warren for coming here to
share their story. Their relationship is a pow-
erful example of what could be done all over
America if we move from vague rhetoric to
specific action directed at helping and sup-
porting all of our children. Just think of what
would happen in this country if every single
child who needed a mentor had one. Think
of what would happen if every person out
there who is willing to volunteer to help,
knew where to go and how to do it. The pub-
lic service message we just saw, that Hillary
and I were honored to participate in, is sim-
ply designed to remind every American that
there are children out there who need our


