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you could remember. I had like—I quit at
seven. And I hadn’t even thought about it
since. And I still remember the first time I
saw Jackie Robinson, with that hitch in his
swing and the way he ran sort of almost—
on television it looked almost like he was bent
over. It was an amazing thing. I remember
just being transfixed by it.

Mr. Berman. Well, you have these images
all—the old crystal set, right, which was how
you followed your baseball. And so many
people did, certainly, in the fifties. When you
finally saw him, or now that you’ve seen him
afterwards on the old news reels, et cetera,
was that the image you had of him as a boy
listening on the radio, or was he more im-
pressive in person?

The President. More impressive in per-
son. But I used to do my homework at night
listening to the Cardinals games on the radio.
So I—I probably shouldn’t say, it’s a bad ex-
ample for students of today.

Mr. Berman. We all did it; we all did it.
The President. But I did. And so, he was

better than I thought he would be. He was
beautiful. He was fabulous, watching him.

Mr. Berman. You’re excited about this
evening, aren’t you?

The President. I am, it’s very important.
I think that it’s also good for baseball. This
night will capture the attention of America
and make everybody forget about some of
the things they didn’t like that happened the
last 2 years and make people fall in love with
baseball again, I hope.

Mr. Berman. As we did the night of the
Cal Ripken thing.

The President. Yes we did.
Mr. Berman. I have to ask you this. It’s

April 15th. Are your taxes done?
The President. Yes. Paid them all.
Mr. Berman. Because I might be able to

get you an extension.
The President. I don’t think I ought to.

I’ve got to set a good example, you know.
[Laughter] I’m surprised all these baseball
players shook hands with me tonight. They
make more money than Jackie Robinson did,
so they probably weren’t very happy to see
me tonight. [Laughter]

Mr. Berman. Oh, I think they were. I
think you honored everybody with your pres-
ence. Thank you for joining us.

The President. Thank you. I’m glad to be
here. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 8:45 p.m. at Shea
Stadium. In his remarks, the President referred
to civil rights activist Rosa Parks. The press release
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary did
not include the complete opening remarks of the
President.
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Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, Mrs. Robinson, members of the Robin-
son family. It is hard to believe that it was
50 years ago at Ebbets Field that a 28-year-
old rookie changed the face of baseball and
the face of America forever. Jackie Robinson
scored the go-ahead run that day, and we’ve
all been trying to catch up ever since.

Today I think every American should say
a special word of thanks to Jackie Robinson
and to Branch Rickey and to the members
of the Dodger team who made him one of
their own and proved that America is a bet-
ter, stronger, richer country when we all
work together and give everyone a chance.
And today I think we should remember that
Jackie Robinson’s legacy did not end with
baseball, for afterward he spent the rest of
his life trying to open other doors and keep
them open for all kinds of people. He knew
that education, not sports, was the key to suc-
cess in life for nearly everyone, and he took
that message to young people wherever he
went. I congratulate Rachel Robinson for
continuing that mission through the work of
the Jackie Robinson Foundation, which has
given hundreds of young people a chance to
build the life of their dreams.

I can’t help thinking that if Jackie Robin-
son were here with us tonight, he would say
that we have done a lot of good in the last
50 years, but we can do better. We have
achieved equality on the playing field, but
we need to establish equality in the board-
rooms of baseball and throughout corporate
America. And we need to make sure that,
even as we celebrate his brilliant successor
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Tiger Woods’ victory in the Masters, we need
even more of our young people from all walks
of life to get their master’s degrees and help
to make more of their lives in this country.

And he would remind us—look around
this stadium tonight—that as we sit side by
side at baseball games, we must make sure
that we walk out of these stadiums together.
We must stand for something more signifi-
cant even than a grand slam home run. We
ought to have a grand slam society, a good
society where all of us have a chance to work
together for a better tomorrow for our chil-
dren. Let that be the true legacy of Jackie
Robinson’s wonderful, remarkable career
and life.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome
Mrs. Rachel Robinson.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:39 p.m. at Shea
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Branch
Rickey, owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947,
and professional golfer Tiger Woods.

Executive Order 13043—Increasing
Seat Belt Use in the United States
April 16, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Highway Safety Act of 1966, 23 U.S.C. 402
and 403, as amended, section 7902(c) of title
5, United States Code, and section 19 of the
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970,
29 U.S.C. 668, as amended, and in order to
require that Federal employees use seat belts
while on official business; to require that
motor vehicle occupants use seat belts in na-
tional park areas and on Department of De-
fense (‘‘Defense’’) installations; to encourage
Tribal Governments to adopt and enforce
seat belt policies and programs for occupants
of motor vehicles traveling on highways in
Indian Country; and to encourage Federal
contractors, subcontractors, and grantees to
adopt and enforce on-the-job seat belt use
policies and programs, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Policies. (a) Seat Belt Use by
Federal Employees. Each Federal employee
occupying any seating position of a motor ve-
hicle on official business, whose seat is

equipped with a seat belt, shall have the seat
belt properly fastened at all times when the
vehicle is in motion.

(b) Seat Belt Use in National Parks and
on Defense Installations. Each operator and
passenger occupying any seating position of
a motor vehicle in a national park area or
on a Defense installation, whose seat is
equipped with a seat belt or child restraint
system, shall have the seat belt or child re-
straint system properly fastened, as required
by law, at all times when the vehicle is in
motion.

(c) Seat Belt Use by Government Contrac-
tors, Subcontractors and Grantees. Each
Federal agency, in contracts, subcontracts,
and grants entered into after the date of this
order, shall seek to encourage contractors,
subcontractors, and grantees to adopt and
enforce on-the-job seat belt policies and pro-
grams for their employees when operating
company-owned, rented, or personally
owned vehicles.

(d) Tribal Governments. Tribal Govern-
ments are encouraged to adopt and enforce
seat belt policies and programs for occupants
of motor vehicles traveling on highways in
Indian Country that are subject to their juris-
diction.

Sec. 2. Scope of Order. All agencies of the
executive branch are directed to promulgate
rules and take other appropriate measures
within their existing programs to further the
policies of this order. This includes, but is
not limited to, conducting education, aware-
ness, and other appropriate programs for
Federal employees about the importance of
wearing seat belts and the consequences of
not wearing them. It also includes encourag-
ing Federal contractors, subcontractors, and
grantees to conduct such programs. In addi-
tion, the National Park Service and the De-
partment of Defense are directed to initiate
rulemaking to consider regulatory changes
with respect to enhanced seat belt use re-
quirements and standard (primary) enforce-
ment of such requirements in national park
areas and on Defense installations, consistent
with the policies outlined in this order, and
to widely publicize and actively enforce such
regulations. The term ‘‘agency’’ as used in
this order means an Executive department,
as defined in 5 U.S.C. 101, or any employing
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