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ourselves that we will try to change the cul-
ture in these communities from dysfunc-
tional environments to functional ones. You
saw these kids. They’re great. They’re going
to make it. They’re going to do just fine if
we just give them what they need in a system-
atic way, place by place.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Raymond G. Chambers,
cofounder, Points of Light Foundation; Stuart
Shapiro, president and chief executive officer,
Presidents’ Summit for America’s Future; Millard
Fuller, founder, Habitat for Humanity; Robert E.
Allen, chairman and chief executive officer, AT&T
Corp.; Douglas Watson, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Novartis Corp.; and Gerry
Greenwald, chief executive officer, United Air-
lines.

Remarks to Students, Teachers,
Parents, and AmeriCorps Volunteers
in Philadelphia
April 28, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much. I am
so pleased to be here. Thank you for making
me feel so welcome. I want to say to all of
you, I have looked forward to coming to this
school since I knew I was coming to Philadel-
phia, because I knew when I came here the
people who come with me, including the
press corps, would see what we’re talking
about when we talk about service. And we
say that everyone can serve; everyone can
make a difference. And if all young people
serve, we can turn this country around and
put it in the right direction for every single
child in America.

I want to thank so many people. I thank
your principal, John Krauss; the superintend-
ent and my long-time friend, David
Hornbeck. And thank you, Harris Wofford,
for doing a wonderful job with the Corpora-
tion for National Service. I kind of hated to
hear David Hornbeck say we had more
AmeriCorps volunteers in the Philadelphia
schools than anywhere else because now
somebody will think that he was doing the
home folks a little home cooking. [Laughter]
But I’m glad you’re here. And you ought to

be here in Philadelphia, where our country
got started.

I want to thank the young AmeriCorps vol-
unteers I just saw inside who work with
Youth Build, Antoine Jackson and William
McBride. I saw them in the school there. I’d
like to thank your wonderful Congressman,
Tom Foglietta, and Congressman Don Payne
from New Jersey and Congressman Sam
Ford who came all the way from California
to be here with us today. We’re glad to see
them. I’d like to thank Latifah Beard and the
other students here at the student council—
the student body—who gave Hillary and me
the gifts. And I’d like to say that I thought
Tiffany and Darryl did a very good job intro-
ducing the First Lady, didn’t you? [Applause]
And finally, I’d like to thank Jahi Davis for
speaking on behalf of all the AmeriCorps vol-
unteers. He helped me with the President’s
Service Awards last night, and he said what
he had to say today better than I ever could.

I just want to say to all of you that when
I ran for President for the first time, starting
now more than 5 years ago, I had a dream
that I could give young people in this country
a chance to serve in their communities, to
help children, to make places safer, to make
the schools work better, to deal with the
health problems and the worries and the
fears of our children and build up their hopes
and, at the same time, earn a little money
for a college education. That’s how
AmeriCorps was born.

I really dreamed that someday I could walk
into a school like Nebinger Elementary and
see what I saw today, two young people tu-
toring 5-year-olds, talking to them about
their lives and their future. One of the young
men actually dropped out of high school be-
fore joining AmeriCorps, but now, because
of AmeriCorps, he wants to be able to help
young people from now on and to go on with
his own education. We learn that by giving
and serving other people, we’re actually help-
ing ourselves.

I told somebody the other day that if we
could get everybody in America to serve,
we’d have the happiest country on Earth and
people would see that service is selfish. Did
you ever see an unhappy person who was
really helping somebody else? Aren’t you all
happier because you’re in Youth Build, be-
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cause you’re in the National School and
Community Corps?

And that’s what the Presidents and Gen-
eral Powell and others have come together
to do here in Philadelphia at this Presidents’
Summit of Service. We want to try to help
guarantee that our children have a better fu-
ture. And what I want to do is to challenge
every young person in America to serve as
a volunteer or as a full-time community serv-
ice person.

Let me tell you, since AmeriCorps opened
its door just 4 years ago, we’ve had 50,000
young people and some not so young—
50,000 serve in communities the way these
young AmeriCorps volunteers are today. And
it’s making a difference for America’s future.
More importantly, the average AmeriCorps
volunteer helps to generate another 12 part-
time volunteers who come along and help.
That, too, makes America strong.

And what I asked America to do today was
to support me in making it possible for many
more young people to serve, like Jahi and
the other AmeriCorps volunteers have done,
because I found out that here in Philadelphia
there’s another movement going on spear-
headed by a minister who’s a friend of mine
named Tony Campolo. He’s going around to
churches and saying, ‘‘You ought to support
young people the way AmeriCorps supports
young people and pay for them to have living
expenses so they can serve a year in commu-
nity service work.’’

Today I said, ‘‘If those young people do
that through their churches or their syna-
gogues or their mosques, through their com-
munity organizations, we will make sure,
number one, if they’re in college and they’ve
got a student loan, that they don’t have to
pay any interest on the student loan during
the year that they’re working and no interest
builds up. And number two, if they’re willing
to go out and meet the same standard of hard
work and long hours that the AmeriCorps
volunteers meet, they will also become eligi-
ble for the scholarship.’’ That could bring
50,000 more young people into the kind of
community service we see with Youth Build
and with the National School and Commu-
nity Corps.

And finally, let me say, you know what the
project was that kids were working on in the

class I just visited? Every one of them was
talking about how they like to serve. Every
one of those young children had to say, ‘‘I
like to help. I like to do something,’’ and then
draw a picture of what they like to do. No
one is too young to serve. No one is too old
to serve.

We are the most diverse country in the
world with a big democracy. We have people
from all different races, all different ethnic
groups, all different religions. But when we
live together and work together and reach
across the lines that divide us, we are the
most interesting, the most powerful, the most
vital country in human history. If we serve,
that’s the kind of country we’ll be in the 21st
century for all these children. That’s my
promise to you, and I want it to be your
promise to yourselves.

God bless you, and keep it up.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
George Washington Nebinger Elementary
School. In his remarks, he referred to AmeriCorps
volunteers Antoine Jackson, William McBride,
and Jahi Davis; and Latifah Beard, eighth grade
student, George Washington Nebinger Elemen-
tary School.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on Cyprus
April 25, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 23732(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through November 30,
1996. The current submission covers the pe-
riod December 1, 1996, through January 31,
1997.

As I noted to you in my last report, we
have been very concerned about the decision
by the Government of Cyprus to purchase
the SA–10 anti-aircraft missile system and
the resulting threats of a military strike by
Turkey. The United States and its allies tried
hard to persuade Cyprus that purchasing
these missiles was a step leading away from
negotiations, which remain the only way to
solve the Cyprus problem. In the context of
the already excessive levels of armaments on
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