
663Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / May 6

der communities register complaints
concerning unlawful actions, and re-
spect due process and constitutional
guarantees in the implementation of im-
migration laws;

∑ Ensure the implementation of safe and
orderly procedures for the repatriation
of migrants;

∑ Design and implement new ways to re-
duce violence along the border and to
protect innocent victims of traffickers
from the dangers of crossing in moun-
tainous and desert terrain, including a
vigorous educational and public infor-
mation campaign to advise families on
both sides of the border of the hazards
of crossing in those areas;

∑ Combat trafficking in migrants and
forging of documents and, to that end,
develop effective mechanisms of ex-
change of information and cooperation,
with full respect for the sovereignty of
each country;

∑ Achieve a comprehensive approach on
the migration phenomenon between
the two countries through scientific and
cooperative studies that contribute to a
bilateral understanding of this issue.

We, the Presidents of the United States
and Mexico, affirm our governments’ politi-
cal will to strive to fulfill a vision of our
shared border in the twenty-first century as
a place that supports and depends on build-
ing communities of cooperation rather than
of conflict. In pursuance of this vision, our
governments will work together to expand
upon the foundation of progress made
through joint planning and cooperation dur-
ing the last two years in certain border areas.
Both administrations will intensify efforts to
achieve the following goals:

∑ Encourage binational strategic planning
activities that seek to design new inte-
grated approaches to mutually bene-
ficial economic, social, environmental,
and cultural development in border
communities;

∑ Support and expand public and private
partnerships in developing cross border
interests and activities, and in pursuing
shared interests on either side of the
border;

∑ Intensify the dialogue on financing
mechanisms that promote and imple-
ment cross border development
projects;

∑ Test new ways to design infrastructure
and community development projects
that provide a dignified approach to
public safety in border communities;

∑ Explore new approaches to managing
temporary travel between border com-
munities, consistent with the laws of
each nation, recognizing the economic,
social and family benefits of vigorous
cross border exchange; and,

∑ Promote effective management of ports
of entry to foster orderly movement of
traffic of goods and people, and to re-
duce the waiting times for daily com-
muters and other commercial vehicles.

We, the Presidents of the United States
and Mexico, call on the relevant agencies of
both administrations to report to us in one
year, through the Binational Commission, on
the progress made towards the better man-
agement of the migration phenomenon and
the transformation of our border into a
model area of bilateral cooperation.

William J. Clinton Ernest Zedillo Ponce de
León

President President
The United States of America Federal Republic of

Mexico

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Declaration of Mexican and United
States Alliance Against Drugs
May 6, 1997

Drug abuse and drug trafficking are a dan-
ger to our societies, an affront to our sov-
ereignty and a threat to our national security.
We declare our nations united in an alliance
to combat this menace.

With trust in one another and in our com-
mitment as Chiefs of State, our collaboration
will go forward based on the following fun-
damental principles: a) absolute respect for
the sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction of
Mexico and the United States; b) shared re-
sponsibility for confronting the problem of
illegal drugs and related crimes, such as ille-
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gal arms trafficking and money laundering;
c) adoption of an integrated approach against
illegal drugs, which will confront the problem
from the demand and supply side simulta-
neously; d) balance and reciprocity in the ac-
tions, programs and rules developed to
confront the drug threat in both countries;
and e) effective application of the laws in
both countries.

Our governments have issued a joint threat
assessment detailing the nature of illegal
drug use in both our societies, and the extent
of drug trafficking and related crimes as they
threaten both our peoples. Mexico and the
United States are fully agreed on the mag-
nitude of the problem in both countries, and
are determined to combat it with all re-
sources at our disposal.

Accordingly, we have instructed our re-
sponsible Cabinet Officers, acting through
the U.S./Mexico High Level Contact Group
for Drug Control, to work out a common
counterdrug strategy, and to develop mutu-
ally reinforcing implementation plans for this
common strategy, consistent with each oth-
er’s National Drug Control Programs.

Acting together in accordance with this po-
litical commitment, and working to enhance
trust, mutual support and confidence, Mex-
ico and the United States will:

∑ Reduce the demand for illicit drugs
through the intensification of anti-drug
information and educational efforts,
particularly those directed at young
people, and through rehabilitative pro-
grams.

∑ Reduce the production and distribution
of illegal drugs in both countries, par-
ticularly marijuana, methanphetamine,
cocaine and heroin.

∑ Focus law enforcement efforts against
criminal organizations and those who fa-
cilitate their operations in both coun-
tries.

∑ Strengthen U.S./Mexican law enforce-
ment cooperation and policy coordina-
tion, and assure the safety of law en-
forcement officers.

∑ Ensure that fugitives are expeditiously
and with due legal process, brought to
justice and are unable to evade justice
in one of our countries by fleeing to or
remaining in the other. To this end, we

agree to negotiate a protocol to the ex-
tradition treaty that, consistent with the
legal system in each country, will allow,
under appropriate circumstances and
conditions, individuals to be tried in
both countries prior to the completion
of their sentence in either country.

∑ Identify the sources of, and deter the
illegal traffic in firearms.

∑ Work together to conclude a hemi-
spheric agreement outlawing illegal
traffic in firearms.

∑ Work together for the success of the
Special Session of the U.N. General As-
sembly on Illicit Drugs in June 1998.

∑ Increase the abilities of our democratic
institutions to attack and root out the
corrupting influence of the illegal drug
trade in both countries.

∑ Enhance cooperation along both sides
of our common border to increase secu-
rity.

∑ Control essential and precursor chemi-
cals to prevent chemical diversion and
illicit use, and improve information ex-
change on this subject.

∑ Implement more effectively the laws
and regulations to detect and penalize
money laundering in both countries,
and enhance bilateral and multilateral
exchanges of information and expertise
to combat money laundering.

∑ Seize and forfeit the proceeds and in-
strumentalities of drug trafficking, and
direct these to the use of drug preven-
tion and law enforcement, in accord-
ance with legal procedures in force in
and between our countries.

∑ Improve our capacity to interrupt drug
shipments by air, land, and sea.

∑ Implement training and technical co-
operation programs to ensure that anti-
drug personnel acquire needed capa-
bilities and perform with the highest
level of professionalism and integrity.

∑ Enhance and facilitate exchange of in-
formation and evidence to prosecute
and convict criminals and deter drug
trafficking; and ensure the security and
appropriate use of the information and
evidence provided.

Our Alliance’s counterdrug strategy, along
with respective plans of operations for its im-
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plementation shall be completed by the end
of the year. Prior to that we will meet again
with our respective responsible Cabinet Offi-
cers to resolve any outstanding issues, and
review the progress in our cooperation.

In pursuance of this Alliance Against
Drugs, we hereby pledge the fullest support
of ourselves and of our governments to con-
struct drug free societies for the twenty-first
century.

William J. Clinton Ernest Zedillo Ponce de
León

President President
The United States of America Federal Republic of

Mexico

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this declaration.

Statement on the Election of Sandra
Feldman as President of the
American Federation of Teachers
May 6, 1997

In electing Sandra Feldman president, the
American Federation of Teachers has chosen
someone who has already proven herself as
a dynamic leader and superb educator. I’ve
visited schools with her in New York and
have seen first-hand the respect that teachers
and students have for her. I share that re-
spect.

Like her predecessor, Al Shanker, Sandra
Feldman is an outstanding advocate for our
Nation’s students. I look forward to working
with her on a variety of issues that will im-
prove the quality of education our children
receive, including making high standards a
reality in every American public school.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report on the
Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979
May 6, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 204 of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.

1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency de-
clared by Executive Order 12924 of August
19, 1994, to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States caused by the lapse of
the Export Administration Act of 1979.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 6, 1997.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador of Mexico’s
Democratic Revolutionary Party in
Mexico City
May 6, 1997

Q. Mr. President, why did you decide to
be the first American President to meet with
opposition leaders?

The President. Because we support the
political reform process in Mexico, and I do
this in other countries, in Russia, Israel, other
countries I visit. So I thought it was impor-
tant.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:10 p.m. at El
Presidente Intercontinental Hotel. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks at a State Dinner in Mexico
City
May 6, 1997

Mr. President, Mrs. Zedillo, members of
the Mexican Cabinet and other distinguished
public servants, citizens of Mexico, on behalf
of Hillary, on all the members of our delega-
tion, from the administration and the Con-
gress, I, first, thank you for the graciousness
and warmth with which you have welcomed
us.

We live side by side as neighbors. We work
together day-in and day-out as partners, but
the warmth of your reception has reminded
us today that we are also close friends.

Just before the dinner began, President
and Mrs. Zedillo took Hillary and me to see
the magnificent murals of Diego Rivera that
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