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Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the Mayflower Hotel.

Proclamation 7004—World Trade
Week, 1997
May 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Two statistics sum up both the challenge

and the promise of today’s dynamic global
economy: 95 percent of the world’s consum-
ers live outside the United States, and U.S.
exports generated more than $830 billion in
sales in 1996. The theme of this year’s World
Trade Week, ‘‘Make Locally, Sell Globally,’’
exhorts American businesses to take advan-
tage of the enormous commercial potential
of the international marketplace, and we are
poised to do so.

Over the past 4 years, trade has spurred
more than a quarter of our overall domestic
economic growth. During this period, the
United States under the leadership of the Of-
fice of the U.S. Trade Representative signed
more than 200 new trade agreements and
is once again the world’s leading exporter.
In recent months, we have concluded historic
agreements in the World Trade Organization
that opened up the world telecommuni-
cations services market to U.S. firms. We also
have negotiated a pact that will eliminate tar-
iffs on information technology products by
the year 2000. Together, these agreements
offer American business better access to mar-
kets representing more than $1 trillion in
goods and services and are models for further
market-opening initiatives.

The North America Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) has not only increased trade
with our member partners to a level of $425
billion annually, but also has provided greater
stability to the global economy. We are com-
mitted to building on this success by achiev-
ing a Free Trade Area of the Americas, and
we look toward a comprehensive trade agree-
ment with Chile as the next concrete step
in this direction.

Selling globally also requires vigorous
trade enforcement efforts, such as those we
initiated recently by improving the protec-
tion of intellectual property rights in China
and some 20 other countries around the
world. Our ongoing efforts to eliminate trade
barriers in Asia have already paid divi-
dends—for example, U.S. exports to Japan
have grown by more than 40 percent since
1993. We will also continue to strictly enforce
existing trade laws to ensure that imported
goods in U.S. markets do not enjoy an unfair
advantage over those produced by U.S. com-
panies and workers.

We are committed to helping all U.S. busi-
nesses continue to succeed—not only by
opening markets, but also by assisting U.S.
exporters. My Administration, through the
efforts of the Trade Promotion Coordinating
Committee, has developed a National Export
Strategy to help small- and medium-size
companies sell globally to realize their export
potential. Our nationwide network of U.S.
Export Assistance Centers combines under
one roof the services of the Department of
Commerce, the Small Business Administra-
tion, the U.S. Export-Import Bank, and other
agencies to improve business access to trade
information and financing. Over the past 4
years, this network has more than doubled
the amount of export sales it facilitates. Our
finance agencies, the U.S. Export-Import
Bank, the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration, and the Trade and Development
Agency, also help American businesses com-
pete on a level playing field in this increas-
ingly competitive world economy.

We can be proud of this record of achieve-
ment, but we must build on it. Fair trade
and open markets create stable economies
in which democracy can take root and flour-
ish. The United States alone has the legacy,
the resources, and the responsibility to lead
the world in this endeavor, and we must con-
tinue to do so.

As we observe World Trade Week, 1997,
I am confident that, working together, we
can sustain America’s leadership in the global
economy, generate millions of new jobs, and
improve the quality of life for all our people.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through
May 24, 1997, as World Trade Week. I invite
the people of the United States to observe
this week with ceremonies, activities, and
programs that celebrate the potential of
international trade.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 21, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
May 19, 1997

I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-
quired under the heading ‘‘International Or-
ganizations and Programs’’ in title IV of the
Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104–107), relating to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion (KEDO).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; and Robert
L. Livingston, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 20.

Remarks Launching the Welfare to
Work Partnership
May 20, 1997

Thank you, George Stinson, for your won-
derful introduction, your remarks, and most

importantly, for your very, very powerful ex-
ample. I thank the Governors, Tom Carper
and Tommy Thompson, my former col-
leagues and friends, for being here and for
the power of their example. I thank the
Members of Congress, and most of all, I
thank all the business leaders who are here,
Gerry Greenwald and the leaders of the
other companies that were with us when we
just had 5, and all of you who are part of
our first 105—thank you all.

And I want to say a special word of thanks
to my friend Eli Segal. He’d be a lot richer
man if he’d never met me. [Laughter] I
have—but I have made him America’s reign-
ing expert in public startups. [Laughter] He
is truly the father of AmeriCorps, the na-
tional service program that I love. And I can
say, as I’ve been around the country now for
nearly 41⁄2 years, more people have come up
to me and said of AmeriCorps, that changed
my life for the better than anything I have
done as President, except now this will be
more numerous.

Because now—you know, Eli and I were
just sitting around talking one day, and he
said, ‘‘Now, what can I do for you now?’’ And
I said, ‘‘Well, we passed this welfare reform
law,’’ and I said, ‘‘I really believe in it, but
I mean, you know, there’s no way in the
world we’re going to get there. We’ve got
the deficit, we’ve got to balance the budget,
and we can’t possibly meet the hiring targets
of the welfare reform law unless we can orga-
nize the private sector and maximize in every
State all the options to give people incentives
to hire people in the private sector to move
people from welfare to work. Oh, we can get
a little money to put into the very high unem-
ployment areas for the community service
jobs and Congress has agreed to do that, but
we’ve got to have the private sector.’’ And
he said, ‘‘We can do that.’’ Then he found
Gerry and the other first 4 that were here,
who are here in the audience, and then there
were 100, and soon there will be 1,000. And
I thank you all very much.

I would like to talk about this today, a little
bit, from my perspective as President, but
first let me say that I respect the fact that
those of you who come here, come here as
Americans. You come here primarily as busi-
ness people. Some of you are Republicans;


