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a little help from a remarkable descendant
of a Dutch farmer by the name of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt.

Ever since the end of World War II, Rot-
terdam sails have been turned to the wind.
You rebuilt this city with daring modern ar-
chitecture, a reflection of the daring and vi-
sion of your people. You transformed Rotter-
dam into the biggest and busiest port in the
world. And when you did it, I might add that
you took that title of biggest port in the world
away from a small trading outpost you stum-
bled upon centuries earlier in the New
World. [Laughter] It used to be called New
Amsterdam, but we forgive you. [Laughter]

We are proud that the Marshall plan gave
Rotterdam a new start. Through this port
most of the aid flowed to the rest of Europe.
Today, the generosity of the Dutch people
and your courage and your commitment to
build a future better than the past—in all
of this, the spirit of the Marshall plan lives
on. From Africa to Asia, you do not forget
those who are hungry in this world, who
yearn simply to put food on their table and
clothes on their backs. From Bosnia to Haiti,
your sons and daughters have kept the peace
and helped people turn from conflict and ha-
tred to cooperation and community. America
could not hope for a closer ally or a better
friend, and the world could not have a better
example than this great nation, large beyond
its numbers in landmass and its influence and
its power of example.

Two centuries ago, our first Ambassador
to your nation and our second President,
John Adams, said this: ‘‘America has consid-
ered this nation as her first friend in Europe,
whose history and the great character it ex-
hibits in the various arts of peace have been
studied, admired, and imitated by every State
in our Union.’’ Well now our Union and your
nation have an opportunity to practice those
arts of peace as surely as past generations
stood together in world war and cold war.

Together, we can complete the journey
Marshall’s generation began and bring all of
Europe together not by the force of arms
but by the possibilities of peace. Together,
we have it within our power to turn the hope

we share into a history we will all be proud
of.

So, to all of you, the people of Rotterdam
and all the Netherlands, let me say that this
celebration and its simple message, ‘‘Thank
you, America,’’ is a great gift to all of us.
In turn, I bring you a message from the
American people. For all that you have given
to my country, for all that you give to the
world, for the example you set that shines
so far beyond your borders, America says,
thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. at Wilhel-
mina Pier. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Bram Peper of Rotterdam, and his wife Nelie;
Willem Alexander, the Prince of Orange; and
Prime Minister Kok’s wife, Rita.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Turkey
May 23, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–24

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver of Statutory Restrictions to
Permit Assistance to Turkey

Pursuant to subsection (b) of section 620I
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
amended, I hereby determine that it is in
the national security interest of the United
States that assistance be furnished to Turkey
without regard to the restriction in sub-
section (a) of section 620I. You are author-
ized and directed to transmit this determina-
tion and justification to the Congress and to
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 3, 1997.

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 29, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on June 4.

VerDate 01-JUL-97 13:37 Aug 11, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P22MY4.029 p22my4



796 May 29 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Remarks Greeting the British
Cabinet and an Exchange With
Reporters in London, United
Kingdom
May 29, 1997

President Clinton. Thank you very much.
Let me say that, first, I’m very appreciative
of the honor of meeting with the entire Cabi-
net. And I have watched with enormous in-
terest the energy and vigor with which you
have all taken office and begun your work
and the optimism with which you pursue it.
I saw you on television last night being opti-
mistic about peace in Ireland, which is an
article of faith in my life and household, so
I like that. And I agree that it is good for
the United States to have a Britain that is
strong in Europe and strong in its relations
with the United States.

These last couple of days, not only com-
memorating the Marshall plan but asking the
people of Europe to think about how we
should organize the next 50 years to try to
fulfill the unfulfilled promise of the people
who envisioned the Marshall plan and sign-
ing the agreement between NATO and Rus-
sia, are part of the unfolding effort to create
within Europe a continent that is democratic,
undivided, and at peace for the first time
ever. Europe has been periodically at peace
but never all democratic and certainly never
undivided.

And I see that as a way of organizing our-
selves to meet the real challenges of the 21st
century which will cross borders—terrorism,
the dealing with racial and religious dif-
ferences, and trying to minimize the extrem-
ist hatred that is gripping so much of the
world and the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and drug trafficking and the
common environmental threats that will be-
come a bigger part of every government’s
agenda for the next generation.

So this is a very exciting time. And I’m
glad to be here, and I thank you.

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you very
much, Mr. President.

Q. Mr. President, you took office after 12
years of Republican rule in Washington.
What advice do you have for these Labor
Party members who have just taken office
after so many years of a different party in

power? You had some missteps at the begin-
ning and probably want to share some of that
advice. [Laughter]

President Clinton. I think they’re doing
very well. I’d like to have a 179-seat majority.
[Laughter] And I’m not going to give any ad-
vice; I’m going to sit here and take it as long
as they’ll let me do it. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Blair. And I would like
to make sure that we have a second term
in office—[laughter]—so I’ll take his advice,
too.

Thanks very much, guys. You know there
will be a press conference, of course, later
where you’ll be able to ask questions.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, would you care
to share with us some of your thoughts about
some of the lessons you learned in getting
elected from President Clinton’s playbook,
political playbook?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, I’m sure
we’ll share lots of lessons together. But as
I say, you’ll have an ample opportunity to
ask us about them later this afternoon.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:30 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 10 Downing
Street, prior to a meeting with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom in London
May 29, 1997

Prime Minister Blair. Good afternoon,
ladies and gentlemen. The President and I
have ranged over many subjects in the hours
we have had together, and we intend to con-
tinue those discussions later today.

We’ve discussed Bosnia and our continu-
ing efforts to work together in addressing one
of the most pressing crises on the inter-
national agenda. We’ve discussed, obviously,
Northern Ireland and our determination to
do all that we can to bring about the cease-
fire that will allow all-party talks to proceed
in the best possible climate and that a cease-
fire is genuine and credible with all the par-
ties there.

We agreed that NATO is and will remain
the cornerstone of Europe’s defense. And I

VerDate 01-JUL-97 13:37 Aug 11, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P22MY4.029 p22my4


