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sibility to work with citizens who are doing
the very best they can to make us one country
where everybody’s got a chance to raise
healthy children.

So I want all of you to know that the bal-
anced budget agreement that I reached with
the leaders of Congress and that passed with
overwhelming bipartisan majorities in both
Houses includes the largest investment in
children’s health care since the Medicaid
program was enacted in 1965, the largest in-
vestment in over 30 years, designed to bring
to millions and millions of children health
insurance coverage that they don’t have, to
work with companies like Kaiser
Permanente, to work with States, to work
with local communities to make sure that we
do not leave these children and their families
behind. And we have certain standards. That
budget agreement is now being written into
law, and here’s what we’re trying to do.

First of all, the coverage ought to be mean-
ingful. It ought to cover everything from
check-ups to surgery so that children get the
care they need. Second, we ought to make
sure that coverage is affordable. People who
can pay something ought to pay it, but they
ought to be able to buy affordable health in-
surance. If people are out there working full-
time and doing the best they can, they ought
to be able to have the dignity of knowing
that they can take care of their children. Peo-
ple should be able to succeed at home and
succeed at work in the same way. And the
third thing—and I don’t expect—this won’t
concern a lot of you, but for people like Dr.
Lawrence and me, it’s a big headache—we’ve
got to make sure that this money actually
goes to uninsured children. We cannot sim-
ply see the money replacing money that al-
ready goes from Government or from private
insurance or from charities to health insur-
ance. We have to draw this bill in a way that
this new money actually insures more chil-
dren. And I want you to know, we’re going
to work hard to do all those things.

Let me just say to the young children here,
you are growing up in a very hopeful time
for America. Our economy is the healthiest
in a generation. Crime and welfare are down.
America is the world’s leading force for peace
and freedom and prosperity.

We have two great challenges—we have
many, but there are two great challenges.
First, look around this crowd today. The first
is the one I talked about in San Diego just
9 days ago. We have got to prove that we
can be the first truly equal, fair, harmonious,
multiracial democracy in history. We have
got to prove that we can do that. And the
second thing we have to do is to make sure
every child has a chance to live out his or
her dreams. We cannot leave any of our chil-
dren behind in physical isolation because
they don’t have decent health care, or their
streets aren’t safe, or their schools aren’t ade-
quate. We can’t. We can’t afford that.

And this health care initiative today is very
important, not only because of the children
that will be covered, not only because of the
challenge that others will have to meet, not
only because of the energy it puts behind
what we’re trying to do in the Congress for
millions of children but because it makes a
statement about what it means to be an
American on the edge of the 21st century.
We’re not going to leave our children behind.
That’s what this is about.

So again I say, thank you to the educators;
thank you to the health providers; thank you,
Mr. Mayor. Thanks to all of you. Remember
what we’re here for today. If your child needs
health insurance, try to get him in this initia-
tive. But as a citizen, don’t give up until every
child in America has the health care that he
or she deserves.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:08 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Richard Riordan
of Los Angeles; David Lawrence, chief executive
officer and chairman, Kaiser Permanente; Sharon
Levine, leader of the Kaiser Permanente pediatric
unit; and school principal Doris Palacio.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Reception in
Los Angeles
June 23, 1997

The President. Thank you very much. Just
a minute, I have to ask Senator Boxer a ques-
tion. [Laughter] She said you don’t really
have to say anything, it’s just——
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Senator Boxer. No, I didn’t, I said we
want you to. [Laughter]

The President. She said, ‘‘I’ve been up
here working for you for an hour, keeping
the crowd’’—[laughter] I was back there
working for her for an hour. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, in the interest of
campaign reform and full disclosure—
[laughter]—the real reason I’m here is that
Barbara Boxer’s first grandchild is my second
nephew; it’ just a family thing. [Laughter] It
doesn’t have anything to do with party or loy-
alty or agreement or anything. That’s not
true. I mean, it’s true, but it’s not the reason
I’m here. [Laughter]

I’m so glad to see all of you here. I’m glad
to see this enthusiasm for the person who
is clearly the most enthusiastic member of
the United States Senate. I’ll tell you some-
thing, if the best Democrats in every State
where there’s a Senate race where we don’t
have a seat woke up tomorrow with a com-
bination of Barbara Boxer’s enthusiasm, self-
confidence, and courage, we would win the
Senate in a walk in 1998.

And I want to thank you for being here
for her for a lot of reasons, but I would like
to just emphasize two or three. I know Bar-
bara gave her speech, and I know essentially
what she said, even though I was in there
working for her, but I want to remind you
of a couple of things. When I took office in
1993, this State was not in good shape. Even
more importantly, the politics of our country
was dominated essentially by rhetorical and
ideological name-calling, and the whole drive
of every election was basically to see how
people could be divided in a way that advan-
taged the candidate who was trying to do the
dividing. And most people just thought, well,
it just doesn’t matter. No one can seriously
assert that now.

I said, if you’ll give me a chance to serve,
and you give her a chance to serve, we’ll
change the economic direction of this coun-
try and this State. We’ll get rid of trickle-
down economics. We’ll replace it with an in-
vest-and-grow strategy. We’ll cut the deficit,
invest in our kids and our future, invest in
the environment and technology and medical
research, still reduce the deficit. We’ll ex-
pand our trade around the world. And we’ll
be stronger.

And when Barbara Boxer cast the decisive
vote for my economic program in 1993—it
passed by one vote, including the Vice Presi-
dent—as he said, ‘‘Whenever I vote, we win.’’
[Laughter] I mean, the things that our
friends on the other side said were just unbe-
lievable. They said the sky would fall, the end
of the world was here, nothing good would
ever happen in America again. And we now
know what happened. This is not a matter
of dispute anymore.

Five years later, we have over 12 million
new jobs, the lowest unemployment rate in
24 years, the lowest inflation in 30 years. The
stock market has more than doubled. And
something that’s very important to us as
Democrats, because you contribute to come
here in large measure on behalf of those who
cannot afford to be here: We’ve had the big-
gest decline in inequity among working peo-
ple in over 30 years—in over 30 years. And
none of that would have happened if Califor-
nia had sent Barbara Boxer’s opponent to the
Senate in 1993 because we would have been
one vote short. None of it would have hap-
pened. And I could go through example after
example after example of that. So I say to
you, for the following reasons, you must
make sure she wins again.

Number one, she was right when you
needed it, and California’s back, and that’s
important. Number two, she always sticks up
for what she believes in, and she’s the same
every day. She’s the same in public and in
private. She has integrity in the best sense:
Her mind and her spirit and her words are
always in the same place at the same time.
And we need more of that in public life. And
third, and maybe most important, as Bob
Torricelli said earlier today and may have
said here before I got here, she is really the
greatest spirit in the Senate. And let me tell
you something, after all this time I’ve spent
in Washington, I still remember back before
I moved there when I had a life. [Laughter.]
And, you know, back where people of dif-
ferent parties spent more time figuring out
how they could work together than now they
could bad-mouth each other, back where
people were hired to be mayors and Gov-
ernors and they were evaluated based on
whether they got results, not how well they
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could keep people torn up and upset all the
time.

And that’s what I tried to bring to this
country. And it’s amazing. There are people
in Washington—I think that it really makes
them sad that America’s doing so well. They
wake up every day trying to think of some
way to put us down, this whole country, and
get us back to being angry and mad with one
another. And I just keep trying to get every-
body to look on the bright side and go for-
ward. She is exhibit A. Barbara Boxer is ex-
hibit A.

And if you think about the kind of chal-
lenges we’re facing for the future, with all
the things that are going well here, we still
have some significant challenges. Can we
really do what we need to do with the envi-
ronment and still grow the economy? Yes,
but we’ll have to work together and be in
the right frame of mind so we can have hon-
orable, principled, and honest compromises.

Can we really find a way to stop talking
about and actually do something about the
real and physical isolation of the poorest of
our children who have not been touched one
whit by this recovery? Yes, but not if we think
we can win elections by quick slogans instead
of actually doing something about it and not
if we think we can do it as one party or one
small group, instead of as an American com-
mitment.

Can we really become the world’s first
truly great multiracial democracy where no
race is a majority? That’s about to happen
here in a generation, about to happen here
in California within 3 to 5 years. Yes, we can,
but only if we have a certain largeness of
spirit where we respect our honest dif-
ferences of opinion, where we relish our di-
versity, but where we know underneath our
basic humanity unites us and is more impor-
tant than anything that divides us.

Now, when this election develops and the
people that run against Barbara Boxer try to
turn her into some kind of cardboard cookie
cut-out of who she really is and try to sort
of perform reverse plastic surgery on her, you
remember that when California was in need,
she was there. You remember that every day
she is up there actually getting things done.
And remember most of all, she has the sort
of spirit, quite apart from any vote on any

issue, that is the precondition of America fin-
ishing the job of preparing this country for
the 21st century and giving all our children
the chance to live out their dreams and get-
ting people to be responsible and to serve
their communities and to be good citizens
and bringing us together as one community.

California will send a signal to America
about whether we can do what we need to
do in the 21st century because you are al-
ready largely there, in ways that are all posi-
tive and ways that are somewhat negative.
And you have to decide how you will ap-
proach what is left to be done. And I’m tell-
ing you, this country needs somebody in the
United States Senate like Barbara Boxer,
somebody who no matter how tough it gets,
won’t wilt; somebody who will be the same
every day; and somebody who will treat her
adversaries with dignity and decency and will
wake up in a positive frame of mind, because
that is a precondition for solving any problem
that is fundamentally a human problem. And
most of the problems we have left start as
an affair of the heart.

So stick with her. I’m glad you’re here for
the kickoff. I want you to be there in the
middle. And I want you to be there at the
end. And I want to see you on television cele-
brating on election night.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

Remarks at a Saxophone Club
Reception in Los Angeles
June 23, 1997

The President. I thought he was going to
say, ‘‘When the son of a migrant farm worker
can introduce the redneck grandson of poor
dirt farmers.’’ [Laughter] That’s what I
thought he was going to say.

Paul Rodriguez. The Secret Service cut
that joke out. [Laughter]

The President. They take all our fun
away.

Thank you, Kevin. Thank you, Paul. Thank
you, Campbell Brothers. Thank you, Bennett
Kelley, for all your work on the Saxophone
Club. I thank Lieutenant Governor Gray
Davis and Congressman Brad Sherman, who
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