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ensure that our children don’t end up in the
red light districts of cyberspace.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on Physician-Assisted
Suicide
June 26, 1997

I am very pleased with today’s Supreme
Court decision which accepted my adminis-
tration’s position that States may ban physi-
cian-assisted suicide. The decision is a victory
for all Americans—it prevents us from going
down a very dangerous and troubling path
on this difficult and often agonizing issue.

With today’s decision, the Court voices its
concern that there is a significant distinction
between assisting in death and allowing
death to occur. Not only is this an important
legal distinction, it is also a distinction of
deep moral and ethical implications.

I have a great deal of sympathy and a pro-
found respect for those who suffer from in-
curable illnesses and for their families. I have
had a number of family members die from
painful and protracted illnesses. Even so, I
have always expressed my strong opposition
to physician-assisted suicide. I believe that
it is wrong and have always believed it to
be wrong.

This issue is unavoidably heart-rendering,
and we must never ignore the agony of termi-
nally ill patients, but the Supreme Court
made the right decision today. The risks and
consequences of physician-assisted suicide
are simply too great.

Message to the Congress on Libya
June 26, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my last report of January
10, 1997, concerning the national emergency
with respect to Libya that was declared in
Executive Order 12543 of January 7, 1986.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(‘‘IEEPA’’), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); and section
505(c) of the International Security and De-

velopment Cooperation Act of 1985, 22
U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c).

1. As previously reported, on January 2,
1997, I renewed for another year the national
emergency with respect to Libya pursuant to
the IEEPA. This renewal extended the cur-
rent comprehensive financial and trade em-
bargo against Libya in effect since 1986.
Under these sanctions, virtually all trade with
Libya is prohibited, and all assets owned or
controlled by the Libyan government in the
United States or in the possession or control
of U.S. persons are blocked.

2. There have been no amendments to the
Libyan Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part
550 (the ‘‘Regulations’’), administered by the
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of
the Department of the Treasury, since my
last report on January 10, 1997.

3. During the last 6-month period, OFAC
reviewed numerous applications for licenses
to authorize transactions under the Regula-
tions. Consistent with OFAC’s ongoing scru-
tiny of banking transactions, the largest cat-
egory of license approvals (68) concerned re-
quests by non-Libyan persons or entities to
unblock transfers interdicted because of what
appeared to be Government of Libya inter-
ests. Two licenses authorized the provision
of legal services to the Government of Libya
in connection with actions in U.S. courts in
which the Government of Libya was named
as defendant. Licenses were also issued au-
thorizing diplomatic and U.S. government
transactions and to permit U.S. companies
to engage in transactions with respect to in-
tellectual property protection in Libya. A
total of 75 licenses were issued during the
reporting period.

4. During the current 6-month period,
OFAC continued to emphasize to the inter-
national banking community in the United
States the importance of identifying and
blocking payments made by or on behalf of
Libya. The office worked closely with the
banks to assure the effectiveness in interdic-
tion software systems used to identify such
payments. During the reporting period, more
than 100 transactions potentially involving
Libya were interdicted.

5. Since my last report, OFAC collected
13 civil monetary penalties totaling nearly
$90,000 for violations of the U.S. sanctions
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