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Proclamation 7011—To Implement
the World Trade Organization
Ministerial Declaration on Trade in
Information Technology Products
and the Agreement on Distilled
Spirits

June 30, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On December 13, 1996, the first Min-
isterial Meeting of the World Trade Organi-
zation (“the WTQO”) issued a Declaration On
Trade In Information Technology Products
(“the ITA”), which established a framework
for expanding world trade in information
technology products and enhancing market
access opportunities for such products. To
implement that declaration, 42 WTO mem-
bers and governments in the process of ac-
ceding to the WTO agreed to eliminate du-
ties on information technology products.
These products encompass computers and
computer equipment, semiconductors and
integrated circuits, computer software prod-
ucts, telecommunications equipment, semi-
conductor manufacturing equipment, and
computer-based analytical instruments. The
participants further agreed on the common
objective of achieving, where appropriate, a
common classification of such goods for tariff
purposes within the existing nomenclature of
the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System (HS), and on a possible
future joint suggestion to the World Customs
Organization to update existing HS nomen-
clature or to otherwise remedy any diver-
gence in classification of such goods or in
interpretation of the HS nomenclature.

2. The United States and the European
Union, on behalf of its 15 member states,
also reached agreement at the WTO Ministe-
rial Meeting on the elimination of duties on
certain distilled spirits.

3. Section 111(b) of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C. 5321(b))
authorizes the President to proclaim the
modification of any duty or staged rate re-
duction of any duty set forth in Schedule XX
for products in tariff categories that were the
subject of reciprocal duty elimination or har-
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monization negotiations during the Uruguay
Round, if the United States agrees to such
action in a multilateral negotiation under the
auspices of the WTO and after compliance
with the requirements of section 115 of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3524). The products cov-
ered by the ITA and the Agreement on Dis-
tilled Spirits were the subject of reciprocal
duty elimination negotiations during the
Uruguay Round.

4. Accordingly, pursuant to section 111(b)
of the URAA, | have determined to proclaim
modifications in the tariff categories and
rates of duty set forth in the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule (“the HTS"), as set forth in
the Annexes to this proclamation.

5. Proclamation 6763 of December 23,
1994, implemented the tariff and other cus-
toms treatment resulting from the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations, as
set forth in Schedule XX, with respect to the
United States. Proclamation 6641 of Decem-
ber 15, 1993, implemented the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement (“the NAFTA”)
with respect to the United States and incor-
porated in the HTS the tariff modifications
and rules of origin necessary or appropriate
to carry out or apply the NAFTA. Certain
tariff provisions established by these procla-
mations, including staged reductions in rates
of duty, and certain NAFTA rules of origin
must be modified in light of the implementa-
tion of the ITA, to ensure that the previously
proclaimed tariff and other customs treat-
ment will be continued, and to take into ac-
count the tariff treatment provided for in the
ITA. Accordingly, I have determined to mod-
ify the HTS in order to continue or provide
such tariff and other customs treatment.

6. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (“the 1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of the relevant pro-
visions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
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to section 111(b) of the URAA and section
604 of the 1974 Act, do hereby proclaim:

(1) In order to provide for the immediate
or staged elimination of duties on the infor-
mation technology products covered by the
ITA and on certain distilled spirits, and to
make conforming changes in other provi-
sions, the HTS is modified as set forth in
the Annexes to this proclamation.

(2) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after the
dates specified in the Annexes to this procla-
mation.

(3) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of June, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:07 a.m., July 1, 1997]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 2.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Most-Favored-Nation Status for
Russia

June 30, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

On September 21, 1994, | determined and
reported to the Congress that the Russian
Federation is in full compliance with the
freedom of emigration criteria of sections
402 and 409 of the Trade Act of 1974. This
action allowed for the continuation of most-
favored-nation (MFN) status for Russia and
certain other activities without the require-
ment of an annual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
the emigration laws and policies of the Rus-
sian Federation. You will find that the report

June 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

indicates continued Russian compliance with
U.S. and international standards in the area
of emigration.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at the St. James Theatre in
New York City

June 30, 1997

I deserve that for that Macarena stunt.
[Laughter] Thank you, Whoopi. Thank you,
cast. Thank you, Maestro. Thank you, orches-
tra.

You know, the theater is normally dark on
Monday night. I think we can certify that this
was most certainly not dark tonight, and we
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. |
thank all those who are here with our Demo-
cratic Party. And thank you all for coming
tonight.

Someone told me that the last time any-
thing like this was done on Broadway was
for President Eisenhower in 1955. All I can
say is, the others don’t know what they
missed. You have brightened all of our days.
And 1 think you have pretty much made it
a certainty that tomorrow will not be a trag-
edy.

Thank you. God bless you all. Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:53 p.m. following
a performance of the play “A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum.” In his remarks,
he referred to comedienne Whoopi Goldberg,
who starred in the play. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in New York City

June 30, 1997

Thank you very much. Well, you heard
Lauren say that Al Gore is the most influen-
tial Vice President in history—I let him have
all the jokes. [Laughter]

I do want to thank my good friend Peter
Duchin and his orchestra for being here to-



