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of neutrality and fairness—that agencies shall
treat employees with the same respect and
consideration, regardless of their religious
beliefs. Whether by allowing religious
speech, preventing religious coercion or har-
assment, or making accommodations to reli-
gious practice, the Federal Government
must act to ensure that the Federal work-
place is generous to followers of all religions,
as well as to followers of none. The Guide-
lines will advance this goal. Although they
doubtless will leave unresolved many difficult
questions arising from specific factual con-
texts and circumstances, they will clarify the
obligations and appropriate commitments of
the Federal Government, acting as an em-
ployer, to protect and enhance religious free-
doms.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Child Safety Locks for
Handguns
August 14, 1997

This week, Smith and Wesson, the world’s
largest manufacturer of handguns, an-
nounced that it is forging a partnership with
the Master Lock Co. to provide a child safety
lock with every handgun sold for commercial
use. I applaud both of these companies for
their efforts to promote gun safety.

I particularly want to commend Smith and
Wesson for taking an important and respon-
sible step for children’s safety. Child safety
locks are the right thing to do. In 1994, 185
children were killed by accidental gunshot
wounds. That is why my anti-gang and youth
violence legislation would require that all
federally licensed gun dealers provide such
safety devices with every handgun sold. And
that is why on March 3d I ordered all Federal
agencies to provide child safety locks with
the thousands of handguns they issue to Fed-
eral law enforcement officers.

Child safety locks have garnered the wide
support of law enforcement, the medical
community, many local governments, and
now a part of the firearms manufacturing in-
dustry. This fall the full Senate considers the
anti-juvenile crime legislation. I hope they
will include the child safety lock as part of
the legislation.

Remarks at the National Archives
and Records Administration
Announcing the White House
Millennium Program
August 15, 1997

Thank you very much. Governor Carlin,
thank you for hosting us here in this wonder-
ful place, in the shadow of our most impor-
tant historical documents. I thank the British
and Australian Ambassadors for joining us,
along with representatives of the embassies
of Brazil, France, Iceland, and Germany. I’m
glad we have so many people from our Cabi-
net here today, Secretaries Shalala, Riley,
Slater; General McCaffrey; Dr. Varmus from
the NIH; Joe Duffey, Director of the USIA;
Senator Harris Wofford, the head of our na-
tional service efforts; Dr. John Brademas;
Robert Stanton; and others who are here.

We have a number of citizens who’ve
come from—some from quite a distance—
the mayor of Beverly Hills, California,
MeraLee Goldman is here. Mr. Pete Homer,
the vice president of the National Indian
Business Association; Mr. Leland Swenson,
the president of the National Farmers Union,
is here. And I want to make particular note
of the Director of our initiative on race, Judy
Winston, because that’s going to be a very
important part of what will happen as we pre-
pare for the millennium.

As the First Lady said, this gives us a re-
markable opportunity to honor the past and
to imagine the future, and to connect the
two in our own minds and for our fellow
Americans. The 20th century has been called
the American century. Through wars and de-
pression and industrial revolution and now
an information revolution, our American
spirit of discovery, innovation, and faith in
the future have carried us forward and in-
spired billions of people around the world.

Now we have come to a milestone, nearing
the end of an exhilarating decade that has
seen the fall of communism and the rise of
democracy around the world; the mapping
of the mysteries of the human body and the
exploration of the terrain of Mars; the cre-
ation of new American ideas and art. Now
we have begun the most important explo-
ration of all, I believe: rediscovering and re-
affirming our common identity as a people
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