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professionals. They have provided genera-
tions of students with access to highly sup-
portive environments for learning. The expe-
rience and expertise of HBCUs make them
an invaluable resource to our Nation during
this period of significant change.

America’s Historically Black Colleges and
Universities daily demonstrate effective lead-
ership in a multitude of ways: they develop
and practice innovative academic approaches
to ensure student success; they create cam-
pus programs that offer new solutions to crit-
ical social problems; they produce cutting-
edge research with practical applications; and
they forge strong global relationships from
a myriad of international activities. More-
over, against formidable financial odds, they
have persisted in keeping education afford-
able for the constituencies they serve, with-
out sacrificing quality. They have never al-
lowed scarce funding, poor educational prep-
aration, or societal disadvantage to get in the
way of their mission to educate and nurture
the intellectual potential of the black com-
munity.

Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities have done more to make the American
Dream a reality for African Americans than
has any other set of institutions in our coun-
try. These institutions are poised to enter the
21st century, ready to build on this tradition
of excellence, achievement, and reverence
for education. We can count on them to con-
tinue to make vital contributions to our Na-
tion’s success and to ensure that America
lives up to our fundamental values of equality
and opportunity.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 21
through September 27, 1997, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, including government officials, edu-
cators, and administrators, to observe this
week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities honoring America’s
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
and their graduates.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of September,

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:59 a.m., September 24, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

Proclamation 7026—National Farm
Safety and Health Week, 1997
September 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
From the earliest days of our Nation, the

men and women who work the land have
held a special place in America’s heart, his-
tory, and economy. Many of us are no more
than a few generations removed from fore-
bears whose determination and hard work on
farms and fields helped to build our Nation
and shape its values. While the portion of
our population directly involved in agri-
culture has diminished over the years, those
who live and work on America’s farms and
ranches continue to make extraordinary con-
tributions to the quality of our national life
and the strength of our economy.

The life of a farmer or rancher has never
been easy. The work is hard, physically chal-
lenging, and uniquely subject to the forces
of nature; the chemicals and labor-saving ma-
chinery that have helped American farmers
become so enormously productive have also
brought with them new health hazards; and
working with livestock can result in frequent
injury to agricultural workers and their fami-
lies.

Fortunately, there are measures we can
take to reduce agriculture-related injuries,
illnesses, and deaths. Manufacturers con-
tinue to improve the safety features of farm-
ing equipment; protective clothing and safety
gear can reduce the exposure of workers to
the health threats posed by chemicals, noise,

VerDate 22-AUG-97 08:10 Oct 01, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P39SE4.023 p39se4



1386 Sept. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

dust, and sun; training in first-aid procedures
and access to good health care can often
mean the difference between life and death.

The key to all these safety measures is edu-
cation. During National Farm Safety and
Health Week, I encourage America’s farm-
ers, ranchers, and other agricultural workers
to remain alert to the dangers inherent in
their livelihood. By learning about and using
the latest safety features of farming equip-
ment and vehicles, wearing personal protec-
tive gear and clothing, and practicing good
preventive health care, they can avoid or re-
duce many of the hazards they face each day.
It is particularly important to teach our young
people on farms and ranches about proper
safety measures, to provide safe areas where
children can play, and to monitor their activi-
ties. Their experience and maturity must al-
ways be considered before they are allowed
to participate in farm or ranch work.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 21
through September 27, 1997, as National
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon
government agencies, educational institu-
tions, businesses, and professional associa-
tions that serve our agricultural sector to
strengthen efforts to promote safety and
health measures among our Nation’s farm
and ranch workers. I ask agricultural workers
to take advantage of available technology,
training, and information that can help them
prevent injury and illness. I also call upon
all Americans to observe Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24, 1997, as a day to focus on the
risks facing young people on our Nation’s
farms and ranches and to reflect during this
week on the bounty that we enjoy thanks to
the hard work and dedication of America’s
agricultural workers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:59 a.m., September 24, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

Remarks to the 52d Session of the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York City
September 22, 1997

Mr. President, Secretary-General, distin-
guished guests: Five years ago, when I first
addressed this Assembly, the cold war had
only just ended, and the transition to a new
era was beginning. Now, together, we are
making that historic transition.

Behind us we leave a century full of hu-
manity’s capacity for the worst and its genius
for the best. Before us, at the dawn of a new
millennium, we can envision a new era that
escapes the 20th century’s darkest moments,
fulfills its most brilliant possibilities, and
crosses frontiers yet unimagined.

We are off to a promising start. For the
first time in history, more than half the peo-
ple represented in this Assembly freely
choose their own governments. Free markets
are growing, spreading individual oppor-
tunity and national well-being. Early in the
21st century, more than 20 of this Assembly’s
members, home to half the Earth’s popu-
lation, will lift themselves from the ranks of
low-income nations.

Powerful forces are bringing us closer to-
gether, profoundly changing the way we work
and live and relate to each other. Every day
millions of our citizens on every continent
use laptops and satellites to send information,
products, and money across the planet in sec-
onds. Bit by bit, the information age is chip-
ping away at the barriers, economic, political,
and social, that once kept people locked in
and ideas locked out. Science is unraveling
mysteries in the tiniest of human genes and
the vast cosmos.

Never in the course of human history have
we had a greater opportunity to make our
people healthier and wiser, to protect our
planet from decay and abuse, to reap the
benefits of free markets without abandoning

VerDate 22-AUG-97 08:10 Oct 01, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P39SE4.023 p39se4


