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And I want you to go out there and talk
to the people in New Jersey about this. You
don’t have to be intensely partisan. You can
just take these issues, one after the other,
and ask people what they want for the future
of their families and their State. And conduct
your own little mini town hall meeting. And
tell people, first of all, they’ve got to vote
and here’s why you are for Senator
McGreevey and what you think the issues
are. I believe you can have a huge impact.

But I’m just telling you, it is a big deal.
Don’t be under any illusion. This is not just
about who gets this appointment or that ap-
pointment or who gets along with whom in
the legislature. This is huge now, and we
have been given very much more responsibil-
ity. And your future is on the line.

This is a magnificent State with unbeliev-
able assets and challenges that are well within
the ability of the people of New Jersey to
confront them. But it matters who the leader
is and what the direction is.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Mayfair Room at the Mayfair Farms. In his re-
marks, he referred to State Senator John A.
Lynch; Assemblyman Joseph V. Doria, Jr.;
Assemblywoman Barbara Buono; State Senator
Wayne R. Bryant; Sheriff Armando B. Fontoura
of Essex County; Robert Bowser, Newark Board
of Education; Mayor Samuel A. Spina of West
Orange; Brendan Byrne, former New Jersey Gov-
ernor; and Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey Ross of
New York.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception in Florham
Park, New Jersey
October 8, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Jim, and
thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for being
here for him and for our party and for what
we’re fighting for.

I want to thank my longtime friend Alan
Solomont for being here and for being the
finance chair of our Democratic Party—[ap-
plause]—yes, you can clap for him, that’s
nice—why don’t you do that? He has a thank-
less job. [Laughter] When he calls people,
you know—even when he calls me, I think

he’s going to call and hit me up for a con-
tribution any day. [Laughter]

But most of all I’d like to thank the
Kushners, Charles and Seryl, and thank you,
Rae Kushner, and thank you, Mrs. Felsen.
And I thank the children who gave me the
shofar—Joshua and Nicole, Dara and
Miryam, thank you.

And I’m glad we’ve got a long-distance
connection to Israel. In a way, I always have
a long-distance connection to Israel. [Laugh-
ter]

President Weizman was just here; we had
a great visit. And of course Mr. Arafat and
Prime Minister Netanyahu had a visit of their
own, and we’re hopeful that the peace proc-
ess is back on track and so is the—that the
security process is back on track, and I know
all of you hope that, as well. But we’re work-
ing hard on it.

Let me just briefly say that I came to New
Jersey today for Jim McGreevey for what I
think is a very good reason—it is entirely
positive, there’s nothing negative about it—
and that is that in the next several years, for
the foreseeable future in the 21st century,
who happens to be Governor of any State
and what decisions they make will have a big-
ger impact on how people live than in the
previous 20 years, as an inevitable outgrowth
of the way the world is changing, the way
we change how we govern ourselves, how we
make decisions, and how we go forward. And
I think it’s very important.

Let me say that a lot of you have helped
me a lot over the last several years, and for
that I am very grateful. I think we are much
closer than we were 5 years ago to realizing
the vision that I started out with when I an-
nounced for Governor—for President, when
I was a Governor. I’m going to talk about
that in a moment. That is, I think we’re closer
to the time when every American has a
chance to live out the American dream if he
or she will work for it. I think we’re closer
to the time when our country has articulated
a vision that will maintain our world leader-
ship for peace and freedom and prosperity
and security. And I think we’re closer to a
time, although we still have a lot challenges,
in which we can reach across all the racial,
the ethnic, the cultural, the religious lines
that divide us, and stand in stark contrast to

VerDate 22-AUG-97 09:26 Oct 16, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P41OC4.009 p41oc4



1523Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Oct. 8

what is going on in so much of the world
today and to the terrible story that Charles
told us that had such a wonderful ending—
of his family—by being a country that really
can embrace all this diversity, celebrate it,
respect it, honor it, and say, ‘‘We’re still
bound together as one America.’’ And I feel
very good about that.

There is still a lot to do. There is a lot
going on in Washington. I’m still trying, for
the 5th year in a row, to pass campaign fi-
nance reform. And the opponents thought
they had killed it yesterday, but we’ve got
a little life left in us up there. If you can
influence anybody, I hope you will, although
I want to say that Senator Torricelli and Sen-
ator Lautenberg are part of the unanimous
vote in our caucus for the McCain-Feingold
bill and for campaign finance reform, which
I very much appreciate.

We’re dealing with the trade issue and the
question of the extension of the President’s
authority to conduct trade negotiations with
other countries and then have the Congress
vote up or down on the bill, which is essential
for me to make those agreements and to con-
tinue to expand trade. Otherwise—no one
wants to negotiate with 535 people; they
want to negotiate with one person.

And there’s a lot of debate, and it’s a
healthy thing, because what we really want
in the global economy is more involvement
in the world economy in a way that benefits
America but also having our communities
make the appropriate response for people
who have or will suffer as a result of disloca-
tions in that economy. We owe that to them.
That’s what we’re trying to achieve.

We had a fascinating conference this week
on climate change. I’m convinced the climate
is warming at an alarming rate and that we
have to do the responsible thing, to lower
our emissions of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere. But it’s a difficult problem for
a democracy to address because it’s not on
anybody’s back right now. It’s something
that’s out there ahead of us. But if we do
a little bit now we can avoid disastrous con-
sequences and much more burdensome ac-
tions later.

Hillary and I are going to have the first
White House Conference on Child Care at
the end of the month. And that’s a huge

problem. We have more people in the work
force than ever before, a higher percentage
of people in the work force than ever before.
But the most important job any of us has
is our job to raise our children well. I know
you believe that. I had more people—we just
all took our picture—I had a higher percent-
age of people in the line that I just stood
in ask me about my family and my daughter
than any photograph line I have ever stood
in in my whole life. And that’s a great tribute
to you and your values. And I thank you for
that.

But this child care issue is really about
whether all these people who have to work,
who also have children, can succeed at work
and at home. And we shouldn’t have our
country making a choice there. We don’t
want to crater the economy, but our most
important job is to raise our children well.

So we’re full of all these challenges, and
it’s exciting. But we have to—when I took
office, we had this huge deficit and basically
a yesterday’s Government. And I made a
commitment, as I’ve said many times, to the
policies that favor the future over the past:
change over the status quo, unity over divi-
sion, and things that benefit everybody in-
stead of just a few people. And that required
changes, so we downsized the Government;
we shared more responsibility with State and
local government and the private sector. And
State governments, anyway, have primary re-
sponsibility for things like auto insurance
rates and, constitutionally, education.

So I can go out here and talk until I’m
blue in the face about the importance of em-
bracing national education standards. The
United States is the only great country in the
world that has no national standards of aca-
demic achievement that guarantee inter-
national capacity—in terms of operating in
the economy—that everybody has to follow.
We’re not talking about Federal Government
standards. We’re not talking about imposing
anything on anybody. It’s totally voluntary.
But that means that every Governor will de-
cide whether to participate in the standards
movement.

So the decisions made by the Governor
of New Jersey in the next 20 years almost
certainly will range over a wider scope and
have a deeper impact on the lives of the peo-
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ple of New Jersey than in the previous 20
years. And if my vision is going to be fulfilled,
we have to have a partnership that really
works to grow the economy, to fight crime,
to preserve the environment, to deal with so-
cial problems, and most importantly, to make
sure that every child in this country has a
chance to live out his or her dreams with
a decent education.

That’s why I showed up here today, be-
cause this young man actually has an idea
of what he will do if he gets elected. He’s
not running for Governor because he wants
to live in that magnificent old house—New
Jersey I think has the oldest and perhaps the
most beautiful old Governor’s mansion in the
country. He actually has an idea of what he
wants to do, and I think it’s the right idea.
And I hope you’ll help him achieve it.

Thank you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4
p.m. in the chief executive’s office at the Kushner
Companies. In his remarks, he referred to Jim
McGreevey, Democratic gubernatorial candidate;
Charles Kushner, chief executive officer, Kushner
Companies, his wife, Seryl, and his mother, Rae;
Annette Felsen, Seryl Kushner’s grandmother; the
Kushner children Joshua and Nicole; Dara
Freiriech, student council representative, Joseph
Kushner Hebrew Academy; and Miryam
Lichtman, president, student council, Kushner
Yeshiva High School.

Statement on House Ways and
Means Committee Action on Fast-
Track Trading Authority Legislation
October 8, 1997

I am pleased that the House Ways and
Means Committee has reported out legisla-
tion with bipartisan support that restores the
traditional trading authority every President
has had since 1974.

To keep our economy strong, we must
continue to break down unfair foreign trade
barriers to American products and services.
This legislation, now passed by the commit-
tees of jurisdiction in both the Senate and
the House, will allow us to tear down those

barriers and help American businesses and
workers compete and win in the global mar-
ketplace. I look forward to working with
Members on both sides of the aisle to secure
passage of this important legislation this year.

Statement on Action Against
Terrorist Organizations

October 8, 1997

Last year I signed into law the
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty
Act. It authorizes the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the Attorney General, to designate
an organization that engages in terrorist ac-
tivity a foreign terrorist organization if it
threatens the national security of the United
States. The law prevents any fundraising or
other financial transactions by these groups
in the U.S. Heavy criminal penalties will also
be levied against individuals in the United
States who provide material support or re-
sources to these terrorist organizations. To-
gether, these provisions will help deprive ter-
rorist groups of the resources they need to
finance their acts of destruction.

Today Secretary Albright has designated
30 foreign organizations as terrorist groups.
Now we will work to uncover those who raise
money for them in America and encourage
our friends and allies to do the same within
their own borders.

The Secretary’s designations are part of
our ongoing fight against those who would
undermine freedom and prosperity by vio-
lent acts. Just as we must reward and encour-
age the builders of peace and democracy, we
must give no quarter to the enemies of these
aspirations. Today’s action sends a clear mes-
sage: The path to change is through dialog
and open deliberation, not violence and ha-
tred. The United States is committed to fight
against those who speak the language of ter-
ror.
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