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Proclamation 7054—National Family
Week, 1997
November 21, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we approach the end of the 21st cen-

tury, our world is becoming increasingly
complex, our society more mobile, and our
pace of life more rapid. It is at times like
this, full of dynamic challenge and change,
that we need to remember the fundamental
values and institutions that strengthen and
uplift us. Among the most precious of these
are our families.

Families come in many forms and sizes.
They can number several generations or only
one; they can include birth parents and step-
parents, foster children and adopted chil-
dren. Families are created by ties of blood
or law, but they are sustained by ties of love
and caring.

Few people in our lives will have so pro-
found an effect on us as our family members.
From the day we are born, the people who
live with us, nurture us, and guide us play
a crucial role in shaping the kind of men and
women we become. They challenge us to
look beyond ourselves and to respect and
care for others. At their best, they help us
to be our best. Families are the most basic—
and the most important—unit of our society.

Recognizing this, we realize that many of
our dreams for America begin with strong
families. We want to be a caring people, and
the lessons of tolerance, sharing, and com-
passion are best taught in the home. We want
to be a peaceful people, and we look to fami-
lies to teach our young people how to respect
one another’s differences and resolve dis-
putes without resorting to violence. We want
to be wise people, so we need families that
value education and acknowledge the impor-
tance of lifelong learning.

Nothing is more important to our future
than preserving and promoting strong, loving
families. This week, as we gather with our
own families to celebrate Thanksgiving, let
us resolve to do all we can as individuals,
and as a Nation to help families who are in
need, to provide support and encouragement

for troubled families, and to promote policies
at the local, State, and Federal level that will
help America’s families to flourish.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 23
through November 29, 1997, as National
Family Week. I call upon Federal, State, and
local officials to honor American families
with appropriate programs and activities; I
encourage educators, community organiza-
tions, and religious leaders to celebrate the
strength and values we draw from family re-
lationships; and I urge all the people of the
United States to reaffirm their family ties and
to reach out to others in friendship and good-
will.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:55 a.m., November 24, 1997]

Note: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 25.

The President’s Radio Address
November 22, 1997

Good morning. Today I’d like to speak to
you about a breakthrough for education, our
agreement to move forward with national
tests to make sure every schoolchild masters
the basics. The best way to give our children
the world-class education they need to thrive
in the 21st century is by setting high stand-
ards of academic achievement. When we fail
to encourage our children and expect a lot
of them, we in fact encourage them to fail.
That’s why I’ve called upon America to join
me in raising educational standards and
adopting national exams to measure our
progress at meeting the standards.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:21 Dec 03, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P48NO4.025 p48no4



1888 Nov. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

We’ve now taken a significant step forward
in this effort. Last week I signed an education
bill that supports the high national standards
and the development of the first-ever vol-
untary tests of fourth graders in reading and
eighth graders in math. And as I had rec-
ommended to Congress, we put control of
the tests in the hands of the independent,
bipartisan National Assessment Governing
Board, often called NAGB. Congress created
NAGB a decade ago; it includes Governors
and legislators of both parties, business lead-
ers, parents, and teachers.

I’m pleased to be joined in the White
House by the NAGB board members, who
have just convened for the first time since
taking on their new responsibilities, and
they’ve just presented me with their plan for
developing the national tests, including a
pilot test next fall. Several new members
have been appointed to help, including
Diane Ravitch, an Assistant Secretary of
Education under President Bush; Lynn
Marmer, the president of the Cincinnati
school board; and Jo Ann Pottorff, a member
of the Kansas Legislature. I’m grateful
they’ve agreed to take on this important role.

I’m confident the board will ensure that
the new tests measure what they should, the
basics—nothing more, nothing less. These
tests will be national, not Federal. And as
Diane Ravitch has said, they’ll be a yardstick,
not a harness. They’re a vital measuring tool
to help parents, teachers, and school officials
demand accountability and excellence.

This is a landmark step toward putting
high standards in the classroom and keeping
politics out. It builds on what is clearly the
best year for American education in more
than a generation.

This year, we have made great progress
on our pledge to ensure that every 8-year-
old can read, every 12-year-old can log on
to the Internet, every 18-year-old can go on
to college. In the bill I signed last week, we
helped to build a citizen army of reading tu-
tors, nearly doubling our investment in—
nearly doubled our investment in education
technology; we expanded public school
choice and competition; and we provided the
largest increase in Pell grant scholarships in
two decades.

As we raise standards for our children,
we’re also providing them with the tools they
need to meet the challenge and seize the op-
portunities of the 21st century. Working to-
gether, we’re lifting our children’s sights,
raising their hopes, and honoring our obliga-
tion to improve education today so that they
can meet the challenges of tomorrow.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 p.m. on
November 21 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
22.

Remarks on Arrival and an Exchange
With Reporters in Denver, Colorado
November 22, 1997

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
would like to make a few remarks about the
conference that I’m about to leave for, of
Asia-Pacific leaders in Vancouver. But before
I do, I’d like to say a couple of words about
a topic the city of Denver is very much fo-
cused on now.

Recently, this wonderful city has witnessed
several vicious, violent crimes. The Justice
Department has opened a civil rights inves-
tigation into at least one of those cases; there-
fore, I cannot comment specifically on it. But
I can say this: We must not, and I know the
people of Denver will not, tolerate acts of
violence that are fed by hate against people
of another color. And we must not tolerate
violence and hatred targeted against police
officers, the people who put their lives on
the line for us every day. And finally, we must
honor and support the efforts of our fellow
Americans, like the courageous woman here
in Denver, who act to prevent or mitigate
such violence.

These tragic incidents are painful illustra-
tions of why our recent White House Con-
ference on Hate Crimes and our race initia-
tive are so important and why we have to
do more to combat acts like this and to pre-
vent them, by removing the poison that
breeds them from all our hearts.

Let me also say it is wonderful to be back
in Denver. I appreciate Governor Romer and
Congressman Skaggs and Congresswoman
DeGette for flying out here with me. And
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