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It will help build a Europe that can be inte-
grated, democratic, free, and at peace for the
first time in its history. It can help ensure
that we and our Allies and our partners will
enjoy greater security and freedom in the
century that is about to begin.

I therefore recommend that the Senate
give prompt advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of these historic Protocols.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1998.

Statement on Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbitt
February 11, 1998

I have known Bruce Babbitt for many
years. He is a man of the highest integrity
and a dedicated public servant. I am con-
vinced that when this matter is concluded
he will be vindicated. I look forward to his
continuing service to the American people.

Remarks at the Millennium Lecture
February 11, 1998

The President. Thank you very much,
Professor Bailyn, for that wonderful, wonder-
ful lecture. I thank the First Lady and Ellen
Lovell for conceiving this entire Millennium
series. The others will have a hard act to fol-
low.

I can’t think of a better way to inaugurate
this series of lectures than with one on the
founding of our Republic, also the first White
House cyberspace lecture. We are truly
imagining—honoring the past, not by imagin-
ing the future but through the prism of the
future.

I thank Bernard Bailyn for what he said
and the way he said it and for a lifetime of
work. We received the distilled wisdom to-
night of more than four decades of hard
thinking and work about what it means to
be an American and what America means to
Americans and to the rest of the world.

I was rather amused—he said, ‘‘You know,
when we started we had all these people who
came from a lot of different places, they
moved around a lot, they disagreed a lot, they

were disdainful of Government’’—I thought,
what’s new? [Laughter] But they were also,
as Professor Bailyn said at the end of his re-
marks, at their best moments profoundly
idealistic and always, always appropriately
suspicious of untrammeled power in the
hands of anyone in the Government.

They were very wise about human nature,
our Founders. They understood that there
was light and dark in human nature. They
understood that we are all imperfect, but so-
ciety is, nonetheless, improvable. And in
some ways, I think their most important
charge to us was to always be about the busi-
ness of forming a more perfect Union. As
I said in my State of the Union Address, they
understood it would never be perfect but that
we always had to try to make it more perfect.
And that is what they always tried to do, and
when they left the scene they instructed us
to follow suit. And we’ve been at it ever since.

We have a lot of questions that we have
to face about the new millennium: We’re
more diverse than ever before; can we really
be one America? How do we have a Govern-
ment that is flexible enough and strong
enough to give people the tools they need
to make the most of their own lives and still
avoid the abuses that the Founders under-
stood would always be there when people
were too driven by power, instead of the larg-
er purposes of America? How can we widen
the circle of opportunity to include everyone
in a market system that seems inherently ex-
clusive in some ways?

There are lots of other challenges facing
us, but I think our ability to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century rest in no small
measure on our understanding of the con-
stant values and insights with which we
began. By honoring the past, we know there
were forebears there who were always imag-
ining the future. By imagining the future, we
must do so with the hope that all of our suc-
cesses will honor our past, for it is there, in
the depth of our values and the genius of
our system, that we began the long journey
that has brought us to this day and that I
am convinced will take us to better days
ahead.

Thank you again, Professor Bailyn. And
now I’d like to turn the discussion over to
the Director of the White House Millennium
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