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but I’d love to—that’s one of the reasons I
enjoyed re-reading the book.

Let me also say one other thing to close—
since our Nobel laureate talked about his
faith about how the world began—the First
Lady started tonight by talking about the
marvels of technology which enable this as-
tonishing man to communicate with us. And
it is true that he is here, and we did this
because of the marvels of technology. It is
also true, in my mind, that he is a genuine
living miracle because of the power of the
heart and the spirit. And we can only hope
that all the advances that he has foreseen for
us tonight in human knowledge will serve to
amplify the heart and the spirit that we have
humbly witnessed this evening.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Elaine Hawking, wife of Stephen
W. Hawking, Lucasian professor of mathematics
at Cambridge University, who gave the second
lecture in the Millennium series; Ellen Lovell, Di-
rector, White House Millennium Council; and
William D. Phillips, 1997 Nobel laureate in phys-
ics. The President also referred to the canceled
superconducting super collider project. Professor
Hawking, who suffers from amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease,
spoke with the aid of a computerized voice syn-
thesizer. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 7, 1998

Good morning. Since I took office I’ve
done everything in my power to protect our
children from harm. We’ve worked to make
their streets and their schools safer, to give
them something positive to do after school
and before their parents get home. We’ve
worked to teach our children that drugs are
dangerous, illegal, and wrong. This week we
took a major step to protect our children,
indeed all Americans, from the dangers of
drunk driving by proposing bipartisan legisla-
tion to lower the legal limit to .08 in every
State.

Today I want to talk to you about the his-
toric opportunity we now have to protect our
Nation’s children from an even more deadly

threat: smoking. Smoking kills more people
every day than AIDS, alcohol, car accidents,
murders, suicides, drugs, and fires combined.
Nearly 90 percent of those smokers lit their
first cigarette before they turned 18.

Today, the epidemic of teen smoking is
raging throughout our Nation as, one by one,
our children are lured by multimillion dollar
marketing schemes designed to do exactly
that. Consider this: 3,000 children start to
smoke every day illegally, and 1,000 of them
will die sooner because of it. This is a national
tragedy that every American should be
honor-bound to help prevent.

For more than 5 years we’ve worked to
stop our children from smoking before they
start, launching a nationwide campaign with
the FDA to educate them about the dangers
of smoking, to reduce their access to tobacco
products, and to severely restrict tobacco
companies from advertising to young people.
But even this is not enough to fully protect
our children.

To put an end to the epidemic, Congress
must act. Last fall I called on Congress to
put aside politics and pass comprehensive bi-
partisan legislation to reduce teen smoking
by raising the price of cigarettes by up to
a dollar and a half a pack over the next 10
years, imposing strong penalties if the to-
bacco industry keeps selling cigarettes to our
children, affirming the FDA’s full authority
to regulate tobacco, to prevent children’s ac-
cess to tobacco products, and to restrict to-
bacco ads aimed at young people, so that our
children can’t fall prey to the deadly threat
of tobacco. Now, we learned last month that
if we do this, we’ll cut teen smoking by al-
most half over the next 5 years. That means
if we act now, we have it in our power to
stop 3 million children from smoking and to
save a million lives as a result.

Today there are as few as 70 working days
left before this Congress adjourns. On every
one of those days, 1,000 adults will die from
smoking. On every one of those days, 3,000
children will light their first cigarettes. On
every one of those days, this Congress has
the opportunity to stop it.

Will this Congress be remembered for
putting politics aside and protecting our chil-
dren from tobacco or for letting the public
health opportunity of a lifetime pass us by?
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There will be no greater measure of your
commitment to the health of our children
or the future of our Nation.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Death of
James B. McDougal
March 8, 1998

I am saddened to learn about Jim
McDougal’s death today. I have good memo-
ries of the years we worked together in Ar-
kansas, and I extend my condolences to his
family.

Remarks to the American Medical
Association National Leadership
Conference
March 9, 1998

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. And thank you, Dr. Wootton. He was
giving his talk, and I was listening, and I was
thinking: I agree with all that; there’s nothing
left for me to say. If I knew a couple of funny
stories, I could just tell them and leave and
thank you for the opportunity. [Laughter]

Dr. Dickey, congratulations on being the
president-elect. Dr. Reardon, thank you for
serving on the Advisory Commission on Con-
sumer Protection and Quality. Dr. Smoak,
thank you for telling me there’s nothing in-
compatible between a doctor named
‘‘Smoke’’ and a campaign against tobacco.
[Laughter] Dr. Jensen, ladies and gentlemen.

I am honored to be here and to be working
with the AMA on so many important fronts.
We have, in the past, sometimes had honest
differences on policy but have always agreed
on our profound obligation to the health of
our Nation’s families. We’re walking together
in a step-by-step approach to health care re-
form, expanding the promise of new medical
technologies, extending health care opportu-
nities to the most vulnerable Americans.

Together we’ve helped Americans to keep
their health coverage when they change jobs
or someone in their families gets sick. And
in last year’s balanced budget agreement we

helped to make sure that up to 5 million un-
insured children will get the medical cov-
erage they deserve and the help they need,
with the biggest increase in health coverage
for children since 1965.

We have worked to increase medical re-
search and to support greater efforts at pres-
ervation and care for conditions from breast
cancer to diabetes. Last year, in our balanced
budget plan, the diabetes component was
said by the American Diabetes Association
to be the most important advance in the
treatment and care of diabetes since the dis-
covery of insulin.

We found the right family doctor for
America, Dr. David Satcher, our new Sur-
geon General. Last month your voices were
strong and united in support of his nomina-
tion, and I thank you, and America’s families
thank you. The lesson of these endeavors is
that when we work together, we can get
things done.

This is a very great moment for America
on the edge of a new century, a new millen-
nium, and a completely new economy and
new global society. We see dramatic changes
in the way our people work and live and re-
late to each other and the rest of the world.
Our economy is the strongest it’s been in a
generation. In 5 years, we have 15 million
new jobs, the lowest unemployment rate in
24 years, the lowest inflation rate in 30 years,
the highest homeownership rate in the his-
tory of the country. Our social problems are
on the mend. Crime is at its lowest rate in
24 years. The welfare rolls are the lowest in
27 years. Teen pregnancy and out-of-wedlock
births are declining. Our leadership is
unrivaled around the world as we work for
peace and freedom and security.

Still, as I said in the State of the Union
Address, these good times do not give us the
opportunity to rest or withdraw. Instead, if
we are wise, we will use this as a time to
act and to build, to secure our prosperity and
strengthen our future, first of all, by not
spending this budget surplus we waited 30
years for before it exists and putting Social
Security first, saving Social Security for the
21st century so that the baby boom genera-
tion does not either bankrupt Social Security
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