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beginning to register a healthy economic up-
turn. The political stability that’s returning
to this continent, no doubt, I believe is what
must have encouraged the President and his
colleagues to take on this issue to do what
they can to assist the efforts that we’re put-
ting in Africa.

And for this, I would like to welcome him,
his wife, his—our dear Chelsea—we’ll talk
about her later—and members of his Cabi-
net. And I’m so glad that we have Reverend
Minister Jackson also as a member of the del-
egation.

And—what else? Talking about the 8-hour
period, let me explain that in politics there
are times I believe that we spend the least
time with those who have the least problems.
It’s hot naturally so all the time. I mean,
there are times when we can relax and spend
a lot of time with those that we have so much
in common. But quite frankly, the relation-
ship between the U.S. and Ghana has been
so healthy, so much foundation has been laid,
that, quite frankly, I believe there’s no turn-
ing back in terms of the progress that’s been
made. And I can only see a forward move-
ment.

And let me simply end up by saying that
please, you’ve come at the wrong time of the
season, not in economic or political terms but
the hot, blazing sun. So please do what you
can to—not to dehydrate yourself. Do what
you can to take in as much liquids as you
can, and don’t miss out on the sun.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President Clinton, have you spoken

with——
President Rawlings. Can we make this

just the one and only question, because—
let’s put it this way, I don’t want to share
the limited time that I have with the Presi-
dent. I have only, barely—no, about 8 hours
from now. And our colleagues are waiting in
the Cabinet for a meeting. Beyond that, our
people have been waiting from 5 a.m., and
there are hundreds of thousands, chiefs, el-
ders, children, et cetera. I don’t want any-
body fainting. Neither do I think President
Clinton would like to see that happen.

Q. It’s only one, sir.
President Clinton. I’ll take one question.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. Thank you, sir. Have you spoken with

President Yeltsin? Are you concerned about
his dismissal of his Cabinet? Do you think
you understand what is behind it or what the
effect will be, sir?

President Clinton. Let me say, first of all,
I have not spoken with him. I found out
about it this morning when I woke up. And
until I know more, I don’t think I should
say much, except that we don’t interfere in
the internal affairs of any country, and as
President, he has to constitute the govern-
ment as he sees fit. We hope that the general
direction of policy will be unaffected by this,
and I have no reason to believe that it—that
anything different will occur in a way that’s
at all adverse to the partnership we’ve been
building with Russia. If I know anything else
in the next few hours, I’ll be glad to tell you.

Let me also thank President Rawlings for
welcoming me here. I have very much looked
forward to coming to Ghana, especially since
the first time we met in the White House.
I admire the direction this nation is taking
under his leadership, and I want to make the
most of this next 8 hours. So we better go
to work so we can get out there and see the
people, too.

President Rawlings. Thank you very
much, sir.

President Clinton. Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:25 a.m. in the
garden at Osu Castle. President Rawlings referred
to civil rights leader Jesse Jackson. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks to the People of Ghana in
Accra
March 23, 1998

Thank you. President and Mrs. Rawlings,
honorable ministers, honorable members of
the Council of State, honorable Members of
Parliament, honorable members of the Judi-
ciary, nananom [to the chiefs], and the peo-
ple of Ghana. Mitsea mu. America fuo kyia
mo [My greetings to you. Greetings from
America]. Now you have shown me what
akwaaba [welcome] really means. Thank you,
thank you so much.
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I am proud to be the first American Presi-
dent ever to visit Ghana and to go on to
Uganda, Rwanda, South Africa, Botswana,
and Senegal. It is a journey long overdue.
America should have done it before, and I
am proud to be on that journey. Thank you
for welcoming me.

I want to listen and to learn. I want to
build a future partnership between our two
people, and I want to introduce the people
of the United States, through my trip, to the
new face of Africa. From Kampala to Cape
Town, from Dakar to Dar-Es-Salaam, Afri-
cans are being stirred by new hopes for de-
mocracy and peace and prosperity.

Challenges remain, but they must be to
all of you a call to action, not a cause for
despair. You must draw strength from the
past and energy from the promise of a new
future. My dream for this trip is that together
we might do the things so that, 100 years
from now, your grandchildren and mine will
look back and say this was the beginning of
a new African renaissance.

With a new century coming into view, old
patterns are fading away: The cold war is
gone; colonialism is gone; apartheid is gone.
Remnants of past troubles remain. But sure-
ly, there will come a time when everywhere
reconciliation will replace recrimination.
Now, nations and individuals finally are free
to seek a newer world where democracy and
peace and prosperity are not slogans but the
essence of a new Africa.

Africa has changed so much in just 10
years. Dictatorship has been replaced so
many places. Half of the 48 nations in sub-
Saharan Africa choose their own govern-
ments, leading a new generation willing to
learn from the past and imagine a future.
Though democracy has not yet gained a per-
manent foothold even in most successful na-
tions, there is everywhere a growing respect
for tolerance, diversity, and elemental human
rights. A decade ago, business was stifled.
Now, Africans are embracing economic re-
form. Today from Ghana to Mozambique,
from Cote d’Ivoire to Uganda, growing
economies are fueling a transformation in Af-
rica.

For all this promise, you and I know Africa
is not free from peril: the genocide in Rwan-
da; civil wars in Sierra Leone, Liberia, both

Congos; pariah states that export violence
and terror; military dictatorship in Nigeria;
and high levels of poverty, malnutrition, dis-
ease, illiteracy, and unemployment. To fulfill
the vast promise of a new era, Africa must
face these challenges. We must build class-
rooms and companies, increase the food sup-
ply and save the environment, and prevent
disease before deadly epidemics break out.

The United States is ready to help you.
First, my fellow Americans must leave be-
hind the stereotypes that have warped our
view and weakened our understanding of Af-
rica. We need to come to know Africa as a
place of new beginning and ancient wisdom
from which, as my wife, our First Lady, said
in her book, we have so much to learn. It
is time for Americans to put a new Africa
on our map.

Here in Independence Square, Ghana
blazed the path of that new Africa. More than
four decades ago, Kwame Nkrumah pro-
posed what he called a ‘‘motion of destiny’’
as Ghana stepped forward as a free and inde-
pendent nation. Today, Ghana again lights
the way for Africa. Democracy is spreading.
Business is growing. Trade and investment
are rising. Ghana has the only African-owned
company today on our New York Stock Ex-
change.

You have worked hard to preserve the
peace in Africa and around the world—from
Liberia to Lebanon, from Croatia to Cam-
bodia. And you have given the world a states-
man and peacemaker in Kofi Annan to lead
the United Nations. The world admires your
success. The United States admires your suc-
cess. We see it taking root throughout the
new Africa. And we stand ready to support
it.

First, we want to work with Africa to nur-
ture democracy, knowing it is never perfect
or complete. We have learned in over 200
years that every day democracy must be de-
fended and a more perfect union can always
lie ahead. Democracy requires more than the
insults and injustice and inequality that so
many societies have known and America has
known. Democracy requires human rights
for everyone, everywhere, for men and
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women, for children and the elderly, for peo-
ple of different cultures and tribes and back-
grounds. A good society honors its entire
family.

Second, democracy must have prosperity.
Americans of both political parties want to
increase trade and investment in Africa. We
have an ‘‘African Growth and Opportunity
Act’’ now before Congress. Both parties’
leadership are supporting it. By opening mar-
kets and building businesses and creating
jobs, we can help and strengthen each other.
By supporting the education of your people,
we can strengthen your future and help each
other. For centuries, other nations exploited
Africa’s gold, Africa’s diamonds, Africa’s min-
erals. Now is the time for Africans to cul-
tivate something more precious, the mind
and heart of the people of Africa, through
education.

Third, we must allow democracy and pros-
perity to take root without violence. We must
work to resolve the war and genocide that
still tear at the heart of Africa. We must help
Africans to prevent future conflicts.

Here in Ghana, you have shown the world
that different peoples can live together in
harmony. You have proved that Africans of
different countries can unite to help solve
disputes in neighboring countries. Peace ev-
erywhere in Africa will give more free time
and more money to the pressing needs of
our children’s future. The killing must stop
if a new future is to begin.

Fourth and finally, for peace and prosper-
ity and democracy to prevail, you must pro-
tect your magnificent natural domain. Africa
is mankind’s first home. We all came out of
Africa. We must preserve the magnificent
natural environment that is left. We must
manage the water and forest. We must learn
to live in harmony with other species. You
must learn how to fight drought and famine
and global warming. And we must share with
you the technology that will enable you to
preserve your environment and provide more
economic opportunity to your people.

America has good reason to work with Af-
rica: 30 million Americans, more than one
in ten, proudly trace their heritage here. The
first Peace Corps volunteers from America
came to Ghana over 35 years ago; over 57,000
have served in Africa since then. Through

blood ties and common endeavors, we know
we share the same hopes and dreams to pro-
vide for ourselves and our children, to live
in peace and worship freely, to build a better
life than our parents knew and pass a brighter
future on to our children. America needs Af-
rica, America needs Ghana as a partner in
the fight for a better future.

So many of our problems do not stop at
any nation’s border, international crime and
terrorism and drug trafficking, the degrada-
tion of the environment, the spread of dis-
eases like AIDS and malaria, and so many
of our opportunities cannot stop at a nation’s
border. We need partners to deepen the
meaning of democracy in America, in Africa,
and throughout the world. We need partners
to build prosperity. We need partners to live
in peace. We will not build this new partner-
ship overnight, but perseverance creates its
own reward.

An Ashanti proverb tells us that by coming
and going, a bird builds its nest. We will
come and go with you and do all we can as
you build the new Africa, a work that must
begin here in Africa, not with aid or trade,
though they are important, but first with or-
dinary citizens, especially the young people
in this audience today. You must feel the
winds of freedom blowing at your back, push-
ing you onward to a brighter future.

There are roughly 700 days left until the
end of this century and the beginning of a
new millennium. There are roughly 700 mil-
lion Africans in sub-Saharan Africa. Every
day and every individual is a precious oppor-
tunity. We do not have a moment to lose,
and we do not have a person to lose.

I ask you, my friends, to let me indulge
a moment of our shared history in closing.
In 1957 our great civil rights leader, Martin
Luther King, came to Accra to help represent
our country as Ghana celebrated its inde-
pendence. He was deeply moved by the birth
of your nation.

Six years later, on the day after W.E.B.
Du Bois died here in Ghana in 1963, Dr.
King spoke to an enormous gathering like
this in Washington. He said these simple
words: ‘‘I have a dream, a dream that all
Americans might live free and equal as broth-
ers and sisters.’’ His dream became the
dream of our Nation and changed us in ways
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we could never have imagined. We are hardly
finished, but we have traveled a long way on
the wings of that dream.

Dr. Du Bois, a towering African-American
intellectual, died here as a citizen of Ghana
and a friend of Kwame Nkrumah. He once
wrote, ‘‘The habit of democracy must be to
encircle the Earth.’’ Let us together resolve
to complete the circle of democracy, to
dream the dream that all people on the entire
Earth will be free and equal, to begin a new
century with that commitment to freedom
and justice for all, to redeem the promise
inscribed right here on Independence Arch.
Let us find a future here in Africa, the cradle
of humanity.

Medase. America dase [I thank you. Amer-
ica thanks you]. Thank you, and God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in Inde-
pendence Square. In his remarks he referred to
Nana Konadu Rawlings, wife of President
Rawlings.

Remarks at the TechnoServe/Peace
Corps Project Site in Accra
March 23, 1998

Thank you very much, Alicia; you did a
wonderful job. She said she was nervous, but
she hid it well. Give her another hand. [Ap-
plause]

Let me thank again President and Mrs.
Rawlings for their wonderful welcome. And
I want to thank the President for his leader-
ship for democracy, for economic reform, for
the economic empowerment of women and
the education of children, and for being will-
ing to take a stand for peace in this area.
For all those things, I thank him.

I thank Ambassador and Mrs. Brynn and
the distinguished representatives of the Gov-
ernment of Ghana. I’d also like to, if I might,
introduce the people who came with Hillary
and me today—at least some of them I see
there. First, the Members of the United
States Congress: Charles Rangel, Ed Royce,
Jim McDermott, Maxine Waters, Donald
Payne, and William Jefferson. I think that’s
all of them. Thank you very much for being
here. And members of the President’s Cabi-
net: Secretary of Commerce Bill Daley, Sec-

retary of Labor Alexis Herman, Secretary of
Transportation Rodney Slater, and our AID
Director Brian Atwood and my Special
Envoy to Africa, Reverend Jesse Jackson.
And the man who keeps people all over the
world entertained, the owner of Black Enter-
tainment Television, Bob Johnson is here.

You know, I have traveled all over the
world on behalf of the people of the United
States, and I think I can say two things with-
out fear of being wrong. The welcome I re-
ceived in Independence Square today is the
largest welcome I have ever received any-
where. And all day long, this is clearly the
warmest welcome I have ever received.

I am now on my second suit. At this rate,
when I get off the airplane in Botswana, I’ll
be in my swimming trunks. [Laughter] And
you will say, ‘‘The President has taken Afri-
can informality too far.’’

I want to thank all of you for taking the
time to teach us about your accomplish-
ments. TechnoServe celebrates its 30th
birthday this year. Just like the Peace Corps,
it also established its first field operation here
in Ghana. The reason I wanted to be here
is because both TechnoServe and our Peace
Corps volunteers are working to help Afri-
cans help themselves to become healthier,
better educated, more prosperous—simply
speaking, better equipped to dream their
own dreams and to make them come true.

You should also know that I strongly be-
lieve that the investments we make here are
investments in America’s future as well, be-
cause stronger and more dynamic African
communities and African nations will be bet-
ter partners for Americans in meeting the
challenges and reaping the opportunities of
this great new century that is just before us.

The friendships formed between Ameri-
cans and Africans across the gaps of geog-
raphy and culture benefit both of us and will
do so even more as our Earth gets smaller
and smaller and more and more inter-
dependent.

Alicia mentioned that 2 years ago at the
White House I had the pleasure of welcom-
ing back many of the Peace Corps volunteers,
including many who are serving here today.
Now more than 3,600 Peace Corps volun-
teers have lived and learned in Ghana, and
57,000 in Africa. I want to say to all of you,
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