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keep fighting to put the brakes on drunk driv-
ing.

Proclamation 7076—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 1998
April 1, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
All of us at one time or another have been

shocked by news reports about a child who
has been abused, neglected, or abandoned.
Unable to comprehend such a betrayal of
trust, we find ourselves hoping that these in-
cidents are isolated and rare. The most re-
cent reports from State child welfare agen-
cies, however, confirm that one million cases
of substantiated child abuse or neglect occur
in our Nation every year. Of these cases,
more than a thousand children—many under
the age of four—do not survive; and most
die at the hands of a parent or other family
member. As a caring society that cherishes
our children, we must work together to pro-
tect these little ones who cannot protect
themselves.

Two of our greatest resources in the cru-
sade against child abuse and neglect are
knowledge and compassion. We must raise
public awareness that these cases, while often
hidden, can occur in any family and commu-
nity in America. As responsible adults, we
must learn more about the signs of child
abuse so that we may report suspected inci-
dents as soon as possible. We must support
community programs that help to identify
families at risk and intervene before abuse
becomes deadly. As individuals and as mem-
bers of our communities, we need to support
services, programs, and legislation that will
help to relieve the stresses on families that
can sometimes lead to violence. We must
strengthen the partnerships among schools,
social service agencies, religious organiza-
tions, law enforcement, and the business
community so that child abuse prevention ef-
forts will be comprehensive, swift, and effec-
tive.

Backing up such efforts at the State and
local level, my Administration is focusing
Federal attention and resources on combat-
ing child abuse and neglect. We are support-
ing family-based prevention services that
help at-risk families reduce violence in the
home. We also are continuing to give the
States resources to build and maintain strong
protection systems for children in danger.
And for those children who cannot remain
safely at home, we worked with the Congress
to enact the Adoption and Safe Families Act,
which makes it easier to place at-risk children
more quickly into a permanent and secure
environment.

This month, as Americans celebrate spring
and its promise of new life, let us reaffirm
our commitment to the lives of our Nation’s
children. I encourage communities across the
country to join together to raise awareness
of the tragedy of child abuse, to learn more
about what we can do to help end such
abuse, and to strengthen efforts to support
children and their families before the cycle
of abuse can begin.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 1998 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I call
upon all Americans to observe this month by
resolving to take every appropriate means to
protect our children from abuse and neglect,
to restore their shattered trust, and to help
them grow into healthy, happy adults.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:40 a.m., April 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 3.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Inter-American Convention
Against Corruption and
Documentation
April 1, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Inter-American Convention
Against Corruption (‘‘the Convention’’),
adopted and opened for signature at the Spe-
cialized Conference of the Organization of
American States (OAS) at Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, on March 29, 1996. The Convention
was signed by the United States on June 27,
1996, at the twenty-seventh regular session
of the OAS General Assembly meeting in
Panama City, Panama. In addition, for the
information of the Senate, I transmit the re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Convention.

The Convention was the first multilateral
Convention of its kind in the world to be
adopted. The provisions of the Convention
are explained in the accompanying report of
the Department of State. The report also sets
forth proposed understandings that would be
deposited by the United States with its in-
strument of ratification. The Convention will
not require implementing legislation for the
United States.

The Convention should be an effective
tool to assist in the hemispheric effort to
combat corruption, and could also enhance
the law enforcement efforts of the States Par-
ties in other areas, given the links that often
exist between corruption and organized
criminal activity such as drug trafficking. The
Convention provides for a broad range of co-
operation, including extradition, mutual legal
assistance, and measures regarding property,
in relation to the acts of corruption described
in the Convention.

The Convention also imposes on the States
Parties an obligation to criminalize acts of
corruption if they have not already done so.
Especially noteworthy is the obligation to
criminalize the bribery of foreign govern-
ment officials. This provision was included
in the Convention at the behest of the United
States negotiating delegation. In recent
years, the United States Government has

sought in a number of multilateral fora to
persuade other governments to adopt legisla-
tion akin to the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act. This Convention represents a sig-
nificant breakthrough on that front and
should lend impetus to similar measures in
other multilateral groups.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion, and that it give its advice and consent
to ratification, subject to the understandings
described in the accompanying report of the
Department of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 1, 1998.

Letter to the Speaker of the House
on the Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise Program
April 1, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:
On March 28, 1998, I sent a letter to the

Leadership addressing my concerns regard-
ing H.R. 2400, the Building Efficient Surface
Transportation and Equity Act of 1998. As
the House prepares to consider this bill, I
want you to know that I am adamantly op-
posed to any attempts to weaken or repeal
the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
(DBE) program extension contained in this
legislation.

We have seen time and again that women
and minorities are excluded from the con-
tracting process when a DBE program is not
in place. The DBE program is not a quota.
The existing statute explicitly provides that
the Secretary of Transportation may waive
the 10 percent goal for any reason and that
this benchmark is not to be imposed on any
state or locality. Rather, the DBE program
encourages participation without imposing
rigid requirements of any type.

I ask that you oppose efforts to strike the
DBE program from the bill.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.
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