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property; that we should eradicate measles
from this hemisphere; and most important,
that millions more of our children will be
in school, not on the streets. We should
achieve an 80-percent completion rate in pri-
mary school as we work toward our goal of
100 percent by the year 2010. Our children,
after all, will have more to say about the fu-
ture we are trying to create than any of the
rest of us.

The people of the Americas, as the Presi-
dent of Uruguay pointed out to us yesterday,
have launched a profound revolution in the
last few years, a revolution of peace and free-
dom and prosperity. Here in Santiago, we
embrace our responsibility to make these his-
toric forces lift the lives of all our people.
That is the future we can forge together. It
is a future worthy of the new Americas in
a new millennium.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to the following Chilean offi-
cials: President of the Senate Andreas Zaldivar;
President of the Chamber of Deputies Gutenberg
Martinez; and Justice Roberto Davila, President
of the Supreme Court.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Oklahoma City Bombing

April 19, 1998

Three years ago today the people of Okla-
homa City suffered the worst act of terrorism
in our country’s history. It was an attack, not
just on the people, a city, a State, a nation,
but on what we stand for, how we govern
ourselves and the values we live by. During
that time, we have worked to bring to justice
those who were responsible for this crime.
And during that time, all America has stood
by the people of Oklahoma City as they have
worked to rebuild their lives. Today, once
again, our thoughts are with the families of
the 168 people whose lives were tragically
lost. Their courage and the resilience of
Oklahoma City has shown us all the full
meaning of community.

Remarks on Congressional Action on
Tobacco Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters

April 20, 1998

The President. Good afternoon. Today
Congress returns to work and to its obligation
to act on the most critical public health threat
to our children. Over the next 5 weeks, this
Congress has an historic opportunity to pass
bipartisan, comprehensive legislation to pro-
tect our children from the dangers of to-
bacco. We must not let this opportunity slip
away.

The facts are plain as the stakes are high:
3,000 children begin to smoke every day,
even though it's illegal in every State, and
1,000 will die earlier because of it. All these
children have been targeted by a massive,
multimillion-dollar media campaign that
preys on their insecurities and their dreams.

For decades, we now know from their own
documents that tobacco companies targeted
children; and for decades, the industry de-
nied it. Now, the tobacco industry once again
seeks to put its bottom line above what
should be our bottom line: the health of our
children. In today’s newspaper, the lead lob-
byist for the tobacco industry says, and I
quote: “We are fighting for our life.” Well,
let me be clear: We are fighting for the lives
of our children; we are fighting for the public
health; and we are fighting against predatory
practices by tobacco companies that have tar-
geted our children.

In the days to come, the tobacco industry
will doubtless raise objection after objection
and will work behind closed doors to per-
suade Congress to pass half measures that
will not reduce teen smoking. But | believe
the majority of the American people and, in-
deed, the majority of Congress, Members of
both parties in Congress, will see this for
what it is—a tobacco industry smokescreen.

I ask Congress and the American people
to focus on the real opportunity now within
our reach. Over the past 5 weeks, Congress
must move forward—over the next 5 weeks,
Congress must move forward on comprehen-
sive bipartisan legislation to reduce teen
smoking by raising the price of cigarettes,
putting into place tough restrictions on ad-
vertising and access, and imposing penalties



8 Apr. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

on the industry if it continues to sell ciga-
rettes to children. We can do that and protect
the tobacco farmers at the same time.

The legislation now moving through the
Senate, authored by Senator McCain, which
was voted out of committee on a nearly unan-
imous bipartisan vote 3 weeks ago now, is
a strong step in the right direction. This is
not a time for half measures; that simply
won’t reduce teen smoking, and it will only
play into the tobacco industry’s hands. It is
a time for the kind of comprehensive ap-
proach to the problem that Senator McCain’s
legislation takes.

We have an opportunity and an obligation
now to put aside politics, to turn aside the
pleas of special interests, to act in the interest
of the health of generations of our children.
I call on Congress to do so, and I look for-
ward to working with them in good faith over
the next few weeks.

Q. The suggestions that Speaker
McCain—rather not, McCain—pardon me.

The President. Is he running for Speaker?
[Laughter]

Q. No, but perhaps he should. Speaker
Gingrich wants to water down the bill and
House Republicans; there have been those
suggestions. What’s your reading of Speaker
Gingrich’s position, and what position should
he take?

The President. Well, let me say, before
his recent comments | had been encouraged,
because he basically said that he would not
permit us to take a stronger position than
he did. I was concerned by his reported com-
ments; you know, | wasn’t here in the coun-
try. I didn’t hear them; | didn’t see the con-
text of them. But | certainly hope that he
will return to his former position.

We need this to be a bipartisan effort. We
need everybody working together. And we
can do this. We can work through all the dif-
ferences that are out there, and we can pass
a bill that will clearly, dramatically reduce
teen smoking. We can do it. And we got fresh
evidence from the Journal of the American
Medical Society—American Medical Asso-
ciation, showing that the role of advertising
on children and their smoking habits has
been even greater than peer pressure. We've
got all this evidence out there and we know
what to do; we know how to do it; we can

do it. And I'm just hoping and praying that
we will.
Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Energy Star
Buildings Label Program
April 20, 1998

I extend my congratulations to the owners
and managers of three of America’s greatest
landmark buildings for pledging to dramati-
cally cut their energy use—an important step
to protect our environment. The Empire
State Building and the World Trade Center
in New York, and the Sears Tower in Chi-
cago, are long-time symbols of American en-
terprise and ingenuity. Today they become
symbols of leadership and responsibility in
ensuring that our Nation tackles the chal-
lenge of global warming. These skyscrapers
are again hitting new heights by leading the
way in curbing the pollution that contributes
to global warming.

These American landmarks are charter
members of the administration’s new Energy
Star Buildings Label program—a vital part
of our plan to put the Nation on track to
curb global warming. Their owners are vol-
untarily committing to cut their energy use
up to 30 percent, thereby reducing the burn-
ing of fossil fuels and the related carbon diox-
ide pollution that causes global warming.
These buildings will save energy, save money
in electricity bills, and protect the true bot-
tom line—the environment we leave our
children.

I call on all commercial building owners
and managers across our Nation to take the
same responsible, common-sense, cost-effec-
tive step to help meet our most pressing envi-
ronmental challenge. If all commercial build-
ings became Energy Star Buildings, we
would save $25 billion a year and achieve
over 10 percent of the carbon dioxide reduc-
tion needed to meet our Kyoto target.

I am sure the American people join me
in thanking the following building owners
and managers who have signed up as charter
members in our new Energy Star Building
Label program: the Port Authority of New



