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considered radical. On this site, visionaries
such as Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, and Frederick Douglass helped our Na-
tion take an important first step toward legal,
political, and educational rights for American
women.

At these and so many other historic places
across our Nation, the National Park Service
preserves and protects the American legacy,
reminding us not only of who we are as a
people, but also of how far we have traveled
together on our great American journey. Our
national parks are classrooms and labora-
tories, windows on our past and doorways to
our future. As we celebrate National Park
Week, I commend all the talented and dedi-
cated men and women of the National Park
Service for telling the story of the people and
places that have shaped our destiny and for
preserving for our children the riches of our
natural and cultural heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through
April 26, 1998, as National Park Week.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 23, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 24.

Statement on the House of
Representatives Release of Tobacco
Industry Documents
April 22, 1998

The House Commerce Committee today
released thousands of tobacco industry docu-
ments. I commend Chairman Bliley, Con-
gressman Waxman, and the members of the
Committee for helping to bring these docu-
ments to light.

The release of these documents under-
scores the urgency of enacting comprehen-
sive, bipartisan tobacco legislation this year,
which can stop 3 million children from smok-
ing over the next 5 years and save one million
lives. I am committed to working with legisla-
tive leaders on both sides of the aisle, in both
the House and the Senate, to enact a com-
prehensive bill to stop young Americans from
smoking before they start—a bill that raises
the price of cigarettes, puts into place tough
restrictions on advertising and access, im-
poses penalties on the industry if it continues
to sell cigarettes to children, and ensures that
the FDA has authority to regulate tobacco
products. Our Nation’s children are counting
on us to put politics aside and work together
in a bipartisan manner to get this job done.

Statement on the Kaiser Family
Foundation Report on the Patients’
Bill of Rights
April 22, 1998

Today the Kaiser Family Foundation re-
leased a new report that confirms our long-
standing belief that the cost of the Quality
Commission’s patients’ bill of rights, which
I have endorsed, is modest and well worth
the protections it would provide. By affirm-
ing the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO)
estimates, the Kaiser report convincingly re-
buts the scare tactics that some have used
to undermine bipartisan efforts in the Con-
gress to pass a patients’ bill of rights this year.

Many Americans today lack the protec-
tions necessary to ensure high quality health
care. They may not be able to see the special-
ists they need or to get emergency care wher-
ever and whenever a medical emergency
arises. They may not be able to talk freely
with doctors and nurses about all the medical
options available—not only the cheapest.
They may have no place to go to present
grievances about their health care. The Qual-
ity Commission’s patients’ bill of rights guar-
antees Americans these and other common
sense protections.

The Kaiser report reaffirms recent esti-
mates by the CBO that these protections
would increase health insurance premiums
less than one percent (less than $3 per family
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