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launchers to provide. So we needed to sup-
plant satellite launches in America with sat-
ellite launch capacity in other countries, that
included China but also Russia and Europe.

President Reagan adopted a policy then.
President Bush continued the policy, and I
continued the policy. There were about nine
satellites launched in the 4 years of the Bush
administration. I believe there have been
about 11 launched under my administration
under this policy .

This particular launch, the one in question,
had to be recommended by the State Depart-
ment. Then after the State Department rec-
ommended it, it was concurred in that deci-
sion by the Defense Department and the
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. The
National Security Council here sought the
views of the Justice Department because of
the matter to which you alluded; they raised
a question about it; the NSC evaluated their
concerns along with the decision of the State
Department that it ought to go forward with
the concurrence of the Defense Department,
which was fully aware of the matters, and
the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency,
and concluded that, on balance, we should
go forward.

I got a decisionmaking memo to that ef-
fect, and I approved it. It was handled in
the routine course of business. I believe that
facts will show that. There was absolutely
nothing done to transfer any technology inap-
propriately to the Chinese as a result of this
decision. I believe it was in the national inter-
est, and I can assure you it was handled in
the routine course of business, consistent
with the 10-year-old policy.

Secret Service Testimony
Q. Mr. Clinton, there’s been a decision

made that the Secret Service will not be al-
lowed to use privilege in the case of the grand
jury. Do you feel that by allowing Secret
Service agents to testify that it would, in fact,
harm future Presidents?

The President. Well, that’s the Secret
Service position. And President Bush agreed
with them.

Q. Do you agree with them?
The President. And I think there’s a seri-

ous possibility that that could occur, probably
in a different sort of context. At least it will

have a chilling effect on—perhaps on the
conversations Presidents have and the work
that they do and the way they do it. But it
is true that there is no legal—there’s no stat-
ute there.

But all these investigations have been car-
ried out over the last 25 years in a climate
of intense pro-investigation, and yet I don’t
think anyone ever thought about it because
no one ever thought that anyone would ever
abuse the responsibility the Secret Service
has to the President, to the President’s fam-
ily. So there are certain things that you ought
not to have to make a law about, and I think
that’s basically where we are—that it never
occurred to anybody that anyone would ever
be so insensitive to the responsibilities of the
Secret Service that this kind of legal question
would arise.

What the law would be on appeal or
whether the Secret Service will appeal, I
don’t know because I haven’t been involved
in it. I don’t think it’s appropriate for me
to be involved in it. But I think—yes, I think
it will raise some serious questions and
present a whole new array of problems for
managing the Presidency and for the Secret
Service managing their responsibility. And
because previous people have understood
that and cared enough about it, I don’t think
that anybody has ever even considered doing
this before. But we’re living in a time which
is without precedent, where actions are being
taken without precedent, and we just have
to live with consequences.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Rose
Garden at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Larry Stein, Assistant to the President
and Director of Legislative Affairs; and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan.

Proclamation 7099—Prayer for
Peace, Memorial Day, 1998
May 22, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today Americans live in a time of great

hope. Our Nation is free, prosperous, and
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at peace. While very real dangers and prob-
lems still exist in the world, the Cold War
is over, democracy is sweeping the globe, and
old adversaries are forming new partner-
ships.

But the blessings we enjoy today are not
the happy accidents of history; they are the
culmination of promises kept by generations
of young Americans and paid for by their
courage and sacrifice. The promise of free-
dom articulated in our Declaration of Inde-
pendence was made real by a ragtag army
of brave Americans who were prepared to
die for their convictions. The promise of
unity was kept during the Civil War by thou-
sands of Americans, black and white, who
were willing to fight to preserve our Union.
The promise of democracy was kept by the
hundreds of thousands of Americans who
fought and died in World War I, World War
II, Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf. On
home soil and in foreign lands, lost at sea
or brought down from the skies, our young
men and women in uniform have given their
lives to keep their promise to America: to
defend our freedom, to preserve our values,
and to advance the ideals of democracy.

On Memorial Day, we have our own prom-
ises to keep. We remember and honor all
those gallant Americans who, in the eloquent
words of President Lincoln, ‘‘gave the last
full measure of devotion’’ for the well-being
of our Nation and their fellow citizens. We
express our profound sympathy and gratitude
to the families who have so freely given their
sons and daughters in service to America. We
promise to keep faith with all those who have
died for our country by remaining vigilant
in our defense of freedom and democracy.
And we promise always to work for perma-
nent peace in the world so that a new genera-
tion of Americans will never have to know
the horrors of war.

In respect and recognition of the coura-
geous men and women to whom we pay trib-
ute, the Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon the people of the United
States to observe each Memorial Day as a
day of prayer for permanent peace and des-
ignating a period on that day when the Amer-
ican people might unite in prayer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 25,
1998, as a day of prayer for permanent peace,
and I designate the hour beginning at 3:00
p.m. EDT of that day as a time to join in
prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and
all other information media to take part in
this observance.

I also request the Governors of the United
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units
of government, to direct that the flag be
flown at half-staff during this Memorial Day
on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels
throughout the United States and in all areas
under its jurisdiction and control, and I re-
quest people of the United states to display
the flag at half-staff from their homes for the
customary forenoon period.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of May, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 26, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 27.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Citizens Missing in Cyprus

May 22, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with Public Law 103–372,

I hereby submit the enclosed ‘‘Report to
Congress on the Investigation of the Where-
abouts of the U.S. Citizens Who Have Been
Missing from Cyprus Since 1974.’’ The re-
port was prepared by retired Ambassador
Robert S. Dillon, with significant contribu-
tion by former State Department Associate
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