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Today, America’s 105 HBCUs are educating
almost 300,000 African Americans, and they
count among their graduates the majority of
our Nation’s African American military offi-
cers, physicians, Federal judges, elected offi-
cials, and business executives. The distin-
guished faculty members at HBCUs serve as
role models and mentors, challenging stu-
dents to reach their full potential and to
refuse to set limits on their dreams. HBCUs
are a source of great pride and a symbol of
economic, social, and political growth.

As our Nation grows increasingly diverse
in race, culture, and ethnic background,
these institutions are a valuable source of
knowledge about the history and heritage of
African Americans, serving as keepers of sig-
nificant archives and centers for the study
of African Americans’ many contributions to
the life of our Nation. Most important, these
schools continue to champion the cause of
equal access to education. With a notable
past, a dynamic present, and a promising fu-
ture, America’s HBCUs are helping to pre-
pare our Nation’s young people for the chal-
lenges and opportunities of the new millen-
nium.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 20
through September 26, 1998, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, including government officials, edu-
cators, and administrators, to observe this
week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities honoring America’s
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
and their graduates.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 16, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 17.

Message on the Observance of Rosh
Hashana, 1998
September 15, 1998

Warmest greetings to all who are celebrat-
ing Rosh Hashana.

Each year during this season of promise
and renewal, the stirring sound of the shofar
resonates in the air—a sacred summons call-
ing Jews across America and around the
world to celebrate the anniversary of God’s
creation of the world and the birth of a new
year. Jews welcome this time of spiritual re-
awakening as a means to reaffirm their rela-
tionship with God and to prepare them for
the joys and challenges of the coming year.

As the beginning of the High Holy Days,
Rosh Hashana is a time of intense prayer and
serious reflection; but it is also a time of re-
joicing in the promises of the future and of
renewed commitment to God and loved
ones.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a joyous celebration and for a year
sweet with happiness and peace.

Bill Clinton

Remarks Welcoming President
Václav Havel of the Czech Republic
September 16, 1998

President Havel, Mrs. Havlova, members
of the Czech delegation, my fellow Ameri-
cans. Mr. President, it is a joy to welcome
you to the United States and to the White
House. Your remarkable life embodies a
great lesson, that people who love their coun-
try can change it, even against tremendous
odds; that words can be powerful instru-
ments of change; and that, together, words
and deeds can be the pillars of freedom.

Ten years ago, the world was a very dif-
ferent place. Like half of Europe, Czecho-
slovakia lay shrouded beneath a failed ideol-
ogy. Human hopes were suppressed. Debate
was stifled. And you spent years in jail for
standing up and speaking out for liberty and
human rights.

Today we celebrate the dramatic move-
ment out of that very different, darker world,
toward freedom and self-determination. We
celebrate ideas, not ideologies. From South
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