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down for 4 hours in a panic, so it could die
by stealth.

Now, that’s what this election is about.
Real people. Somebody making a minimum
wage—that’s worth going out to vote for.
Killing the minimum wage at a time when
we have low unemployment and low infla-
tion, when we all believe in the principle that
everyone should participate in this prosper-
ity; 12 million people who are working hard,
not on welfare, trying to do their part, paying
their taxes.

We've got an economic program up there
that the Vice President and Secretary Cuomo
developed to put more investment, more free
enterprise jobs in inner-city areas and rural
areas and on Indian reservations where peo-
ple haven't felt this recovery. If we can't give
them a chance to be part of the American
dream now, with the lowest unemployment
rate in 28 years, when in the world will we
ever get around to doing it? When will we
ever do it?

Look, this is serious. You need to go back
home and say, every time you see one of their
ads on television you say to yourself: “Well,
why did you kill the education program? Why
did you kill the Patients’ Bill of Rights? Why
did you kill the environmental initiatives?
Why did you kill campaign finance reform?
Why did you kill the tobacco legislation? Why
did you kill minimum wage? What are we
doing here anyway?”

This is a better country today because we
have worked on the people’s needs. And
whenever we could we have reached out to
the Republicans and invited them to join us.
They made all these decision this year not
me. They have been in the majority. With
all this financial turmoil going on around the
world, I have asked for 8 long months to sim-
ply pay our contribution to the International
Monetary Fund, just so we could grow and
keep growing and keep creating American
jobs.

So | say to you, | want you to go home,
and | want you to tell everybody the country
is doing well, we’re better off than we were
6 years ago because we followed the right
policies. But we've got a lot to do. We've
got to save Social Security first. We've got
to give our kids the best schools in the world.
We've got to pass the Patient’s Bill of Rights.
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We've got to keep improving the environ-
ment. We've got to keep this economic
growth going.

Now, if you want progress, vote for us; if
you want partisanship, vote for them. If you
want to vote for people, vote for us; if you
want to vote for politics, vote for them. We'll
prove M&M'’s doesn’t amount to anything
compared to the principle, the power, and
the passion of the American people and the
people’s party.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Steve Grossman, national chair, and
Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado, general chair,
Democratic National Committee; John Sweeney,
president, AFL-CIO; Mayor Susan Hammer of
San Jose, CA; and Mayor Robert Pastrick of East
Chicago, IN.

Remarks on Departure for Chicago,
IlInois and an Exchange With
Reporters
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Hurricane Georges

The President. Good morning. For the
past several days Hurricane Georges has torn
through the Caribbean costing many lives.
Now, as we speak, the hurricane is bearing
down on South Florida. I have spoken several
times with FEMA director, James Lee Witt.
For the past day an emergency response
team has been on the ground working with
the government and the people of Florida
to prepare for the storm. We are as ready
as we can be, and we pray that the human
and material costs will be limited.

In the coming days we will work as closely
as possible with the State of Florida to pro-
vide whatever assistance will do the most
good.

Continuing Resolution

A few moments ago | signed stop-gap leg-
islation to keep the Government open and
running at the start of the new fiscal year.
The legislation is a regrettable sign that the
Republican majority in Congress has failed
to address the urgent priorities of the Amer-
ican people. There is only one week left in
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this fiscal year, yet the Congress has passed
and sent me only one of the thirteen appro-
priations bills to fund the operation of the
United States Government. And the Con-
gress is 5 months past the legal deadline for
passing a budget resolution.

By failing to meet its most basic governing
responsibility the Republican majority in
Congress has its priorities wrong: partisan-
ship over progress, politics over people.
Moreover, on key national goals, improving
education, providing affordable child care,
expanding health coverage, protecting our
environment, stabilizing the international
economy, the House of Representatives in
fact, is moving in the wrong direction. For
example, at a time when opportunity de-
pends on education more than ever before,
neither chamber has even brought the edu-
cation funding bill to a vote. And the House
is preparing to deny funding for smaller class-
es, to cut after school programs, to cut tech-
nology in the classroom, to eliminate summer
jobs. At the same time some lawmakers have
attached controversial and unrelated provi-
sions guaranteed to mire these bills in unnec-
essary delay.

For 6 years our economic strategy of fiscal
responsibility, investing in people, expanding
America’s exports has spurred lower interest
rates and created conditions for the strongest
economy in a generation. If we hold fast to
fiscal discipline, we will enter a new and
promising era of budget surpluses. We must
keep our economy growing and use this time
to meet the challenges facing our people.

I have laid out a concrete plan of how we
can continue on that course to make smart
investments, to maintain fiscal discipline, and
to set aside the surplus until we have saved
Social Security first. 1 have reached out to
Members of Congress in both parties to work
toward these ends. It isn't too late. But Con-
gress cannot simply keep passing patchwork
spending plans, putting off choices about na-
tional priorities until next year, or at least
until after the election.

It is time now for Congress to buckle
down, to send me the measures to keep the
Government open and to invest in education,
in health care, in other needs of the Amer-
ican people. It is time to put progress over
partisanship. We should do the job the peo-
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ple sent us here to do and strengthen Amer-
ica for the new century.

Thank you very much.

Q. How do you think the Democrats are
going to do in the election?

The President. | have nothing to add to
what | said.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. in the
South Grounds at the White House. H.J. Res. 128,
approved September 25, was assigned Public Law
No. 105-240.
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Thank you very much. There aren’t all that
many sixth graders that could do that and
be less nervous than she was. She did a great
job, didn’t she? Thank you, Gina, thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, 1 am so glad to be
here today. | thank the mayor for his extraor-
dinary work. and 1 want to thank Secretary
Daley, too, for being a truly remarkable Sec-
retary of Commerce. My old friend, John
Stroger, thank you for being here. I'd like
to thank the board members of the Chicago
School Reform Board, Gery Chico and the
other members who are here. | thank Paul
Vallas, your CEO. | thank your principal;
thank you for your good work here. It's been
my experience that all good schools have a
good principal.

I want to thank Gina again. I'm sure the
first time she was asked to do this, this was
just one step above going to the dentist, you
know. [Laughter] And I thought she did a
superb job.

I'd like to thank Joanne Alter, and all the
people who are involved in the WITS pro-
gram here in Chicago. | believe in this so
strongly. Last year we arranged to have stu-
dents from a thousand colleges and univer-
sities go into our elementary schools to help
to tutor, to try to follow the sterling example
you have set here.

To all the parents, the teachers, the edu-
cators, the tutors, the students, thank you.
I'd also like to thank Mary Lou Kearns for
being here, for her work in health care and
for presenting herself as a candidate for
Lieutenant Governor. And I'd like to thank



