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United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Letter to Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott Urging Reauthorization
of the Older Americans Act
October 8, 1998

Dear Senator Lott:
I am writing to urge you to pass legislation

to reauthorize the Older Americans Act
(OAA) before the Congress adjourns this
year. Failure to do so will call into question
our nation’s commitment to the Act and the
vital services it provides to millions of older
Americans. Legislation to reauthorize the
OAA has gained an impressive degree of bi-
partisan support. In fact, the legislation pro-
posed by Senator McCain and Senator Mi-
kulski is cosponsored by more than 60 Sen-
ators.

The OAA is receiving broad support be-
cause it has played such an important role
in responding to the diverse needs of our na-
tion’s seniors. It provides more than 100 mil-
lion meals to nearly one million vulnerable
seniors each year through its meals-on-
wheels program; it finances and supports an
ombudsman program that helps resolve tens
of thousands of problems, including abuse
and neglect, affecting nursing home residents
and other vulnerable populations; it provides
job training for seniors who need or want
to work; and, in many communities, it pro-
vides the type of adult day care that gives
families a much needed respite from
caregiving responsibilities.

These programs are essential to ensuring
that our nation’s seniors can maintain their
independence. Sometimes a few basic serv-
ices or programs, such as adult day care or
adequate nutrition, are all that is necessary
to allow seniors with limited resources to
continue living in their homes and commu-
nities. Without the OAA, too many older
Americans would have no choice but to turn

to long-term care facilities to get the help
they need. This harms those who would like
to remain in their communities, significantly
draining our nation’s limited resources.

No political party gains—and all Ameri-
cans lose—when we fail to work together to
pass a bipartisan reauthorization of the OAA.
I am committed to working with you to reau-
thorize this critically important legislation.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Letter to House Speaker Newt
Gingrich Urging Reauthorization of
the Older Americans Act
October 8, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am writing to urge you to pass legislation

to reauthorize the Older Americans Act
(OAA) before the Congress adjourns this
year. Failure to do so will call into question
our nation’s commitment to the Act and the
vital services it provides to millions of older
Americans.

Legislation to reauthorize the OAA has
gained an impressive degree of bipartisan
support. In fact, the legislation introduced by
Representative LoBiondo and Representa-
tive DeFazio has been cosponsored by more
than 170 House Members.

The OAA is receiving broad support be-
cause it has played such an important role
in responding to the diverse needs of our na-
tion’s seniors. It provides more than 100 mil-
lion meals to nearly one million vulnerable
seniors each year through its meals-on-
wheels program; it finances and supports an
ombudsman program that helps resolve tens
of thousands of problems, including abuse
and neglect, affecting nursing home residents
and other vulnerable populations; it provides
job training for seniors who need or want
to work; and, in many communities, it pro-
vides the type of adult day care that gives
families a much needed respite from
caregiving responsibilities.

These programs are essential to ensuring
that our nation’s seniors can maintain their
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independence. Sometimes a few basic serv-
ices or programs, such as adult day care or
adequate nutrition, are all that is necessary
to allow seniors with limited resources to
continue living in their homes and commu-
nities. Without the OAA, too many older
Americans would have no choice but to turn
to long-term care facilities to get the help
they need. This harms those who would like
to remain in their communities, significantly
draining our nation’s limited resources.

No political party gains—and all Ameri-
cans lose—when we fail to work together to
pass a bipartisan reauthorization of the OAA.
I am committed to working with you to reau-
thorize this critically important legislation.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Telecommunications Services
Payments to Cuba
October 8, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
This report is submitted pursuant to

1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democracy Act of
1992, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6) (the ‘‘CDA’’), as
amended by section 102(g) of the Cuban Lib-
erty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104–
114 (March 12, 1996), 110 Stat. 785, 22
U.S.C. 6021–91 (the ‘‘LIBERTAD Act’’),
which requires that I report to the Congress
on a semi-annual basis detailing payments
made to Cuba by any United States person
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services authorized by this sub-
section.

The CDA, which provides that tele-
communications services are permitted be-
tween the United States and Cuba, specifi-
cally authorizes the President to provide for
payments to Cuba by license. The CDA
states that licenses may be issued for full or
partial settlement of telecommunications
services with Cuba, but may not require any
withdrawal from a blocked account. Follow-
ing enactment of the CDA on October 23,

1992, a number of U.S. telecommunications
companies successfully negotiated agree-
ments to provide telecommunications serv-
ices between the United States and Cuba
consistent with policy guidelines developed
by the Department of State and the Federal
Communications Commission.

Subsequent to enactment of the CDA, the
Department of the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) amended the
Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R.
Part 515 (the ‘‘CACR’’), to provide for spe-
cific licensing on a case-by-case basis for cer-
tain transactions incident to the receipt or
transmission of telecommunications between
the United States and Cuba, 31 C.F.R.
515.542(c), including settlement of charges
under traffic agreements.

The OFAC has issued eight licenses au-
thorizing transactions incident to the receipt
or transmission of telecommunications be-
tween the United States and Cuba since the
enactment of the CDA. None of these li-
censes permits payments to the Government
of Cuba from a blocked account. For the pe-
riod January 1 through June 30, 1998,
OFAC-licensed U.S. carriers reported pay-
ments to the Government of Cuba in settle-
ment of charges under telecommunications
traffic agreements as follows:

AT&T Corporation (formerly,
American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company) ........................ $12,795,658

AT&T de Puerto Rico ................... 292,229
Global One (formerly, Sprint In-

corporated) ................................. 3,075,733
IDB WorldCom Services, Inc.

(formerly, IDB Communica-
tions, Inc.) .................................. 4,402,634

MCI International, Inc. (formerly,
MCI Communications Corpora-
tion) ............................................. 8,468,743

Telefonica Larga Distancia de
Puerto Rico, Inc ......................... 129,752

WilTel, Inc. (formerly, WilTel
Underseas Cable, Inc.) .............. 4,983,368

WorldCom, Inc. (formerly, LDDS
Communications, Inc.) .............. 5,371,531

Total ................................ 39,519,648
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