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The President. Thank you, I will. I think
I ought to say just one other thing because
I’m talking to CNN. I know that I speak for
a lot of people when I express my thanks
to the late John Holliman for the work he
did to advance our cause in space. And I
know that all of you will be thinking about
him and his family today. And I thank CNN
for giving such a high profile to our space
mission.

Thank you.
Mr. Cronkite. Thank you, Mr. President,

for those words. Miles and I were going to
dedicate this broadcast at an appropriate
time to the memory of John Holliman, who
was the space expert at CNN, as skilled as
Miles—planned to be in this anchor chair
and who was killed, unfortunately, in an auto-
mobile accident just a couple of weeks ago.
This broadcast is dedicated to the memory
of John Holliman.

NOTE: The interview began at 1:16 p.m. at the
John F. Kennedy Space Center. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Staff of the Firing
Room Prior to the Discovery Launch
in Cape Canaveral
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Thank you very much. I have so many
things to thank you for today. But among
other things, I have to thank you for making
the First Lady very happy, because about a
year ago she said, ‘‘You know, we need to
make a list of all the things we want to do
before we leave office.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay, what’s
on your list?’’ She said, ‘‘You have to take
me to a space launch. I want to go.’’

We didn’t have the courage to come here;
we had confidence in you and pride in Amer-
ica and a conviction that our space program
is good for the United States and good for
the world. And I want to thank you today,
because you made all of us terribly proud.

Let me also say that because of the intense
interest in this, in the media and among ordi-
nary citizens, the American people have had
a unique opportunity today to see what you
do, not just at the moment of launch but in
the weeks and months and years that precede

it, all the hard work and all the preparation.
And now they will learn over the next few
days all the things that are being done in
space that advance not only our mission in
space but the quality of our life here on
Earth. And all of that, too, has been made
possible.

The last thing I would like to say is, it has
been immensely impressive and important to
me to have the chance to work with NASA
over the last 6 years and see the revolution
which has been undertaken, so that now you
can, on virtually the same budget you had
6 years ago, do 8 launches a year instead of
2 and continue to explore the outer frontiers
of space. I thank you for all of that. America
is very, very proud of you today.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. in the
Launch Control Center at the John F. Kennedy
Space Center.
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Thank you very much. I want to just add
one little factual element to what Dan Goldin
said about Hillary wanting to be an astronaut
as a little girl. I just told a group up in the
control room this. About a year ago we sat
down and Hillary said, ‘‘You know, we’re just
going to be here 3 more years, and we need
to make a list of every place we’d like to go
and everything we’d like to do before we
leave office.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay, what’s the first
thing on your list?’’ She said, ‘‘I want to go
to Cape Canaveral and see a launch.’’
[Laughter]

I want to thank Dan Goldin and Roy
Bridges, the Director of the Kennedy Space
Center, all of you who work here. I want to
thank Bob Cabana and Eileen Collins, two
astronauts who accompanied us today, along
with my Science Adviser, Dr. Neal Lane. I
want to thank this crew. And I’d like, with
all the press here, one more time to call their
names: Commander Brown; Pilot Steve
Lindsey; Mission Specialists Stephen Robin-
son and Scott Parazynski; the two inter-
national astronauts, Dr. Mukai of Japan and
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