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there are not only different parties with dif-
ferent philosophies and different views—that
is a good thing; we should have different par-
ties, different philosophies, different views,
different opinions—but there is a great deal
of difference in constructive debate and ex-
treme partisanship which keeps thing from
being done.

In the last year, for 8 months we had ex-
treme partisanship, which kept things from
being done. And what we need to do is to
put the progress of all of our people over
the partisanship; we need to put people over
politics; we need to celebrate our differences,
but work together. That is what I am hoping
will come out of this coming election. I hope
that a Congress will be elected on Tuesday
that will put the education of our children
first and build or modernize these 5,000
schools.

I hope the election will produce a Con-
gress that will not spend that surplus until
we fix Social Security first, to stabilize our
country, to stabilize our economy and to
avoid a situation where when we retire we
will have to either lower our standard of liv-
ing or lower the standard of living of our chil-
dren because we refused to take this moment
to fix the Social Security system. I hope the
next Congress will provide the American
people with a Patients’ Bill of Rights. I hope
the next Congress will provide the American
people with a bill to protect our children
from the dangers of tobacco, the number one
public health problem in America today. It
is wrong that 3,000 children start smoking
every day; 1,000 will die sooner because of
this.

I hope the next Congress will reach across
partisan lines and raise the minimum wage
for 12 million Americans. The unemploy-
ment rate is low; the inflation rate is low.
You cannot support a family on $5.15 an
hour. We can afford to do it, and we should
do it, and we ought to do it as Americans,
across partisan lines.

I hope the next Congress will produce a
genuine and bipartisan system of campaign
finance reform, so that honest debate, in-
stead of big money, controls elections.

All of these things are within your hands.
So I say to all the adults who are here: Look
at these children; look at how fortunate we

are that they can come together and learn
from each other and have the right kind of
disagreements and go have an election next
week in which they campaign and make their
case and everybody votes. We should set a
good example. This country is still around
after 220 years, having undergone unbeliev-
able changes in the makeup of our citizenry
because more than half the time, more than
half the people have been right on the big
issues.

This is no ordinary time. The world is
changing very fast. It is, therefore, no ordi-
nary election. The future of these children,
the future of our country in the 21st century,
is riding on it. So I implore all of you, if the
education of our children is important to you,
if the stability of our country and the stability
and cause of peace in the world is important
to you, please set a good example, show up
on Tuesday, vote, make your voice heard, and
go home and talk to your children about what
you did and how it is at the core of everything
that makes our country worth living and
fighting for.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. on the
athletic field. In his remarks, he referred to Susan
Fitz, principal, and teachers Fran Jackson, Lori
Kuzniewski, and Kristen Mullen, Glen Forest Ele-
mentary School; Alan Leis, deputy superintendent
of schools, and Paula Johnson, area superintend-
ent, Fairfax County, VA; John Butterfield, presi-
dent, Fairfax Education Association; and Jim and
Molly Cameron, co-presidents, Parent Teacher
Association.

Statement on Signing the Utah
Schools and Land Exchange
Act of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
H.R. 3830, the ‘‘Utah Schools and Land Ex-
change Act of 1998.’’

This legislation is an occasion for celebra-
tion for the people of Utah and, indeed, all
Americans who care about environmental
protection and public land management.

This exchange of land, mineral rights,
commercial properties, and natural treasures
between the United States and the State of
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Utah is the largest such land exchange in the
history of the lower 48 States. The exchange
will help capitalize a long-neglected State
school trust by putting it on solid footing and
allowing it to pay rewards to the children of
Utah for generations to come. The United
States will obtain valuable land, thus allowing
it to consolidate resources within the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument, the
Goshute and Navajo Indian Reservations,
and national parks and forests in Utah.

This Act brings to an end 6 decades of
controversy surrounding State lands within
Utah’s national parks, forests, monuments,
and reservations, and ushers in a new era of
cooperation and progressive land manage-
ment. We have shown that good faith, hard
work, bipartisanship, and a commitment to
protect both the environment and the tax-
payer can result in a tremendous victory for
all. I especially wish to thank Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Kathleen
McGinty, outgoing Chair of the Council on
Environmental Quality, for their contribu-
tion to this major achievement.

The Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, a magnificent natural wonder
and scientific treasure trove, was born 2 years
ago. On that day, I made a promise to work
to ensure that Utah’s schoolchildren, the
beneficiaries of the State trust holdings with-
in the Monument, would in fact benefit from,
and not be harmed by, the establishment of
this national showcase.

I am proud to say we have kept our prom-
ise. We have delivered more, and in a shorter
time, than perhaps anyone believed possible.
In these 2 years, we have worked closely with
citizens and elected officials alike to make
America’s newest National Monument a suc-
cess of which we all can be proud.

This bipartisan legislation shows that we
can work together for the common good, for
our environment, for education, and for our
shared legacy as stewards of the Nation’s nat-
ural public land treasures.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 3830, approved October 31, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–335.

Statement on Signing the William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition
Reauthorization Act of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am signing into law H.R. 3874,
the ‘‘William F. Goodling Child Nutrition
Reauthorization Act of 1998.’’ This legislation
extends the authorization of appropriations
for a number of child nutrition programs, in-
cluding the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren—more commonly known as WIC—and
the Summer Food Service and Farmers Mar-
ket Nutrition Programs. In addition, it makes
various amendments to these programs to ex-
pand children’s access to food assistance and
improve the programs’ operation, manage-
ment, integrity, and safety. I am pleased that
this Act includes many provisions that my
Administration proposed.

The Act will help to improve the nutri-
tional and health status of America’s most
needy children. In particular, H.R. 3874 per-
mits schools and other nonprofit institutions
providing after-school care to older, ‘‘at-risk’’
youth to receive meal supplements at no
charge. In addition, it continues to allow chil-
dren in the Even Start Family Literacy Pro-
gram to be eligible for free school meals.

The Act makes a number of changes to
improve the administration, efficiency, and
integrity of the child nutrition programs
while protecting health and safety standards.
It removes barriers to the participation of pri-
vate, nonprofit organizations in the Summer
Food Service Program, especially in rural
areas, and streamlines many National School
Lunch Program procedures. In addition, it
revises program licensing requirements to
allow more child care providers to provide
Federally funded snacks to needy children.
Furthermore, it ensures health and safety in-
spections of school food service operations
where they are currently not required.

The Act is tough on fraud and abuse. It
allows the Department of Agriculture to per-
manently disqualify from the WIC program
vendors convicted of trafficking food instru-
ments—such as WIC vouchers or electronic
benefit transfer cards—or selling firearms,
ammunition, explosives, or controlled sub-
stances in exchange for them. In addition,


