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upon the roll of the dice about whether every
person who reviews every one of these cases
in every one of these plans all across America
is willing to risk his or her job in the first
instance, every time, to try to resolve doubt.
And some of them don’t even have enough
knowledge to know what to do, trying to sec-
ond-guess the doctors. This is a big deal,
practically.

I’ve heard all these arguments about how,
well, you don’t want too many lawsuits, and
all that. Now, I’m sympathetic to that; every-
body is. But look, under the law today, one
of our wits said on our side the other day,
the only people in Washington who can’t get
sued anymore are foreign diplomats and
HMO’s. [Laughter] Now, nobody wants an
unnecessary lawsuit. But people have to be
held accountable in these cases so that we
can change the incentives.

So I ask you all to think about this. And
I ask the American people to think about it.
Again, it should not be a partisan issue. It
has been made a partisan issue not by us but
by those who would not join us. There was
a bipartisan makeup on this commission that
came up with this recommendation. And I
promise you, in every hospital in America
today there is a bipartisan makeup in the hos-
pital beds as you walk up and down the halls
and in every nursing station.

This should be an American issue. Look
folks, we’ve got to fix this. And this election,
in no small measure, will be a referendum
on whether we will put people over politics,
the public interest over special interest, the
health of our people over a very short-sighted
definition of the bottom line.

Again I say, I hope the American people
will go to the polls tomorrow in large num-
bers, and I hope they will vote in a way that
sends a signal loud and clear that America
needs a real Patients’ Bill of Rights. I hope
the Americans who see this will remember
Frances Jennings, will remember Dr.
Weinmann, will remember Beverly Malone,
will remember the people who give care and
the people who need it, and remember what
this is all about.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Frances Jennings, who introduced

the President and whose husband died as a result
of a delayed health care decision; Dr. Robert
Weinmann, Mr. Jennings’ physician; Dr. Beverly
Malone, president, American Nurses Association;
Gerald W. McEntee, president, and William
Lucy, international secretary-treasurer, American
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Em-
ployees (AFL–CIO); and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq.

Statement on the Death of
General James L. Day
November 2, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of General James L. Day, USMC
(Ret). Last January, I awarded General Day
our Nation’s highest military honor, the
Medal of Honor, for extraordinary heroism
during the battle of Okinawa in 1945.

General Day’s service did not end at Oki-
nawa. He distinguished himself for courage
and leadership in a career of service that
spanned more than four decades. From
World War II to Korea and Vietnam, he
served his country with patriotism, dedica-
tion, and unsurpassed bravery. General Day’s
lifetime of achievements embodied the
words, Semper Fidelis.

We will miss this true hero, whose selfless
conduct as a Marine and citizen set a shining
example for all Americans. We are grateful
for all he did to preserve the freedom that
is our most sacred gift. Our thoughts and
prayers go to his wife, Sally, his son, Jim,
and the entire Day family.

Telephone Interview With
Samuel Orozco of Radio Bilingue
November 2, 1998

1998 Elections
Mr. Orozco. Is there any message you

would like to send to our listeners in Radio
Bilingue, Mr. President?

The President. Yes, Samuel, thank you
very much. The first and most important
message is to implore every person within
the sound of my voice to vote on Tuesday,
November 3d. November 3d is no ordinary
election day, for on November 3d we will
decide whether, as a nation, we focus on


