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Week Ending Friday, November 6, 1998

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the National Security
Strategy Report

October 29, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 603 of the Gold-
water-Nichols Department of Defense Reor-
ganization Act of 1986, | am transmitting a
report on the National Security Strategy of
the United States.
Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTe: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks to the Clergy
in Jamaica, New York

October 30, 1998

Thank you so much. Please be seated. Dr.
Walker, Dr. Forbes, Reverend McCall—
[laughter]—he was doing pretty good, wasn’t
he? Bishop Quick, Reverend Sharpton; my
good friend Congressman Schumer and his
wife, Iris, and their daughter, Jessica. | think
Congressman Towns is here. President Fer-
nando Ferrer, the Bronx Borough president;
Virginia Fields, | think may be here, the
Manhattan Borough president; Judith Hope,
our State chair. I'd like to thank the St. Paul
Community Baptist Church Choir for singing
Red Foley’s old hymn for me. Thank you very
much. It was quite wonderful.

When | was a little boy, | used to listen
to Mahalia Jackson sing that song. And when
I was a young man and living in England,
I went to the Royal Albert Hall in London
to hear Mahalia Jackson sing not long before
she died. It was 29 years ago, and it was an
amazing thing. She was singing, “Precious

Lord.” At the end of her concert, there were
all these young people like me there. But
most of them weren’t like me, most of them
were British; they didn’t grow up listening
to all this, you know. And these kids stormed
the stage at the end, almost like she was a
rock star. They were five and six deep,
screaming for her to keep singing.

And you reminded me of all that just a
moment ago, and | thank you for that.
Weren't they wonderful? [Applause] They
were great. Thank you.

Let me say to all of you, | thank Carl
McCall for his leadership and for what he
said. | have tried to be a friend to all Ameri-
cans, without regard to race or income or
religion or standing in life. I am grateful that
in an economy in which we have the lowest
unemployment rate in 28 years that the Afri-
can-American poverty rate is the lowest we
have ever measured. 1 am grateful that the
tax credit that Congressman Schumer helped
me pass in 1993, the earned-income tax cred-
it, cutting the taxes of lower income working
people, when put with the minimum wage,
has lifted over one million African-Americans
out of poverty through their own efforts of
work.

I am grateful to have had the chance to
double the number of small business loans
to African-Americans and dramatically in-
crease support for historically black colleges,
to have had the largest number of African-
Americans serving in the Cabinet in my two
administrations by far than any President and
54—54—Federal judges.

I say all that to make this point—maybe
not as well as Dr. Forbes did. I don't seek
any credit for that. It was an honor for me
to do. It was something | wanted to do. It
was a desire born of the life | have lived and
the people | have known and the things |
have seen that I like and the things | have
seen that | deplored and the potential of peo-
ple too long untapped that | was determined
to do what I could to lift up.
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But it all happened because of the Amer-
ican system of democracy. Yesterday, all over
America all kinds of people were watching
John Glenn go up in space at 77 years old.
Kind of made us all think we had something
to look forward to—([laughter]—77 years old.
But you may not have thought of this if you
were sitting in front of your television watch-
ing that: How did he get up in space? Oh
yes, a rocket took him, all right. He got up
in space because the Congress of the United
States and the President of the United States,
over time, but especially in these last 6 years,
when we had such budget problems, sup-
ported a mission for the United States in
space and believed that mission ought to
have benefits for us here on Earth, whether
it's learning about the environmental chal-
lenges we face or making advances in health
care and prevention of health problems. In
other words, at bottom, it was a citizen’s deci-
sion.

So if you voted for a Member of Congress
who supported the changes we made in the
space program but didn’t want to shut it
down, wanted to keep it going, then you had
your hand on John Glenn when he went up
in space yesterday.

Now that’s what | want you to think about.
A week ago today, | was in the White House
with the Prime Minister of Israel and the
Chairman of the Palestinian Authority an-
nouncing the next move forward in the Mid-
dle East peace process. And I'm very grateful
for the nice things people said about the role
that | played, but it was my job. It's what
you hired me to do. And | wanted to do it
because of what | know about what is going
on, my heartbreak over the loss and my hope
over the potential of the region which is the
home to all three of the world’s great mono-
theistic religions. But what | want you to
know is that if you liked that last Friday and
it made you feel good about your country,
pushing for peace, if you supported me, then
you were part of that peace process.

And today we announced we had another
good quarter of economic growth. And I out-
lined what | was going to try to do to help
these countries in trouble around the world
because they buy our things. We live in a
world anymore where it is not just our neigh-
bors that have to do well, down the block,
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if we want to do well. Our neighbors around
the world need to do well.

If we want to bring opportunity back into
the neighborhoods of New York City where
it hasn’t happened yet, we have to have some
place that would be matched up with us as
partners. So if they do well in the Caribbean,
if they do well in Latin America, if we have
closer relations with Africa, it actually will
help us also to build up our own people, a
lesson that those who study the Bible will
not be surprised turned out to be true. But
if you liked all that, if you supported me and
my economic policies, you had a hand in it.
It was your prosperity.

I think of all the things Carl McCall has
done as comptroller that no comptroller ever
did before, all the people he tried to help—
loans to 300 New York businesses, thousands
of new jobs, millions available to women- and
minority-owned businesses. Nobody ever did
that before. In a real sense, it wasn’t just him
doing that. You did that. He’s your hired
hand just like 1 am. We have nothing that
the people of New York and the United
States don’t give us under the constitutions
under which we labor.

Mr. Schumer wants to be a Senator. New
York has had some great Senators. Robert
Wagner—so many years ago the whole
framework of our labor laws protecting the
dignity of working people in the workplace—
Herbert Layman; Jacob Javits, a great Re-
publican Senator; Senator Moynihan; Robert
Kennedy. New York should have a Senator
who can be very much in the mix of what
needs to be done today and tomorrow, all
the specific things, but also can help to lead
the State and the Nation with a vision. He’s
that kind of person. I know him well, and
I want you to help him.

And if you think about this election, it's
about choices—clear choices. And if you vote
and if the people you know and love vote,
and the things you want to have happen, hap-
pen, then it’s not just those of us whom you
elect doing it. It’'s you doing it. It’'s being
Americans in the best sense and being re-
warded in the highest sense.

You know, we got some things done, some
important things done, at the end of this last
congressional session, but it’s hard for 8 days
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of progress to overcome 8 months of par-
tisanship. And if you look ahead, we've got
the largest number of children in our schools
we've ever had, for finally we've got more
kids in school than when | was there in the
baby boom generation, taking a big burden
off our generation I might add.

But as a result—and more and more of
these children are immigrant children. They
come from families whose first language is
not English. And more and more they find
themselves in these great big classrooms
where the teachers can’t give them the indi-
vidual attention they need. And we know now
that the most important factor in having en-
during learning gains for children, particu-
larly if they’re poor children, is to be in a
small class in the early grades with a good
teacher who can individually help them get
off to a good start.

So we said, we want 100,000 teachers in
the early grades to take class size down to
an average of 18 in the early grades. And
then we’ve got all these wonderful old school
buildings in New York with a lot of rooms
and floors that aren’t usable and that can't
be hooked up to computers and things. And
then we've got, in Florida and California, all
these kids showing up and no buildings for
them to be in. They’re out in trailers out in
the backyard somewhere, sometimes meet-
ing in broom closets, literally. So we said we
want to build or remodel 5,000 schools, be-
cause if you're going to hire the teachers and
you've got the kids there anyway, they need
someplace to meet. And this Congress said,
“No. No. No. We don't believe in that.”

But we believe in that. If we had a little
more balance, just a few more Democrats,
we could get 5,000 more schools for America.
That's what this issue is.

One hundred sixty million Americans are
in managed care, and we may well have more
in the future. A lot of seniors want to be
in managed care programs for Medicare be-
cause then they get a prescription drug bene-
fit. It's a big issue.

I have never been opposed to the managed
care concept because when | became Presi-
dent, the inflation rate in health care costs
was 3 times as high as the inflation rate in
the economy, and it was bankrupting busi-
nesses and individual senior citizens, and it
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threatened to consume the country. So we
had to have a better management of the
money we were putting into health care.

But no management system should be al-
lowed to swallow up the purpose of the en-
deavor. And today you've got people—heart-
breaking people—who were denied the care
they should have gotten because insurance
company bureaucrats or accountants said,
“No, you can’t have it.” You have people who
get hurt in an accident, and instead of going
to the nearest hospital emergency room,
they're carted halfway across town through
a bunch of red lights and waiting because
that’s the one covered in their plan.

You have people in a plan, and their em-
ployer changes plans when it expires, but the
worker may be pregnant or the worker’s
spouse may be undergoing chemotherapy—
to be told to change doctors in the middle
of one of those streams. You ever had any-
body in your family on chemotherapy? I
have. You know, it's a scary thing. And fami-
lies try to pull together, and they want to
make light of it. We made a lot of jokes in
my family when my mother was on chemo-
therapy. Was she going to lose her hair or
not? If she did, would the wig look better
than her hair? You know, you try to make
them laugh. But the truth is, you're scared
to death. And you wonder if the person you
love is going to get so sick they won't be able
to eat anymore.

And then in the middle of that, if some-
body had told us, “I'm sorry. We changed
carriers. Now you have to change doctors,”
I don’'t know what | would have done. But
it happens. And | could give you a lot of other
examples.

So we had this Patients’ Bill of Rights. We
said, look, we had 43 of these HMOQO’s saying,
“Mr. President, you're right.” We had a na-
tional commission of all kinds of people rec-
ommending this Patients’ Bill of Rights. And
we tried to pass it into law because it's not
fair for some HMO'’s to do it and others not,
and then the people that aren’t behaving well
to get rewarded by getting more customers
who are healthy with lower prices.

So we said, okay, everybody ought to—
we're going to have a simple bill of rights
for every patient. First of all, if your doctor
tells you you ought to see a specialist, you
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can see one. Secondly, if you get hurt, you
ought to go to the nearest emergency room.
Thirdly, if you're having treatment that’s seri-
ous, you ought to be able to finish it, even
if your employer changes health care provid-
ers. Fourthly, your medical records ought to
be kept private and not invaded. Finally, in
essence, health care decisions ultimately
should be made by health care professionals
and patients, not by accountants. That’s what
we say.

Now—I[applause]—you like that? If we
had just a little more balance in the Congress,
a few more Democrats, we wouldn't get beat
on that Patients’ Bill of Rights. If we had
a few more people like Chuck Schumer in
the House and in the Senate, we could give
the American people a Patients’ Bill of
Rights.

And the same thing is true on Social Secu-
rity. You've heard all this debate about saving
Social Security. Well, if you're on Social Se-
curity, relax, you're okay. What we're talking
about is the baby boomers are moving to re-
tirement. When they all retire, there will only
be two people working for every one person
drawing Social Security. The Trust Fund will
be out of money in 2032, and we’ll be into
the Trust Fund in about 20 years. And if we
make a few little changes now, modest
changes, we can change and save this system
in ways that we can all live with, and Social
Security will be there.

That's why | say, look, we waited 29 years
to balance the books. I've worked for 6 years
on it. And before the ink is even dry, the
black ink, the leaders in the other party, they
want to give it back in a tax cut before we
save Social Security. Now it may be popular,
but it’s not right. It’s not right. It is not right.
We owe it to the next generation to make
sure the baby boom generation can retire in
dignity, without having to put a whopping
tax increase on their children and undermine
their children’s ability to raise their grand-
children.

You know, | grew up with a bunch of peo-
ple who were mostly middle class folks at
home. A lot of them didn’t go to college, out
there working for a living. They could use
any kind of tax cut they could get. They liked
the ones we've provided already for child
care and for education. And they’d like some
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more. But | don’t know anybody my age that
is not plagued with the notion that because
we're such a large generation, our retirement
will put unconscionable burdens on our chil-
dren and our grandchildren.

Now, that’s what this whole save Social Se-
curity thing is about. The pastors here who
look after the flock and think about the gen-
eration, who work all the time at getting all
of us, your sheep, to think about the long-
run and not just what’s in front of our nose.
This is an issue that you can feel deeply. And
this election is not an ordinary election be-
cause this is a generational thing. We have
a few more people like Congressman Schu-
mer in the Senate and the House—give a
little more balance to this thing—we can save
Social Security for the 21st century.

So again | say to you, people like Carl
McCall and Chuck Schumer, Ed Towns, our
whole ticket, none of them get there by acci-
dent. And when they get there and do good
things, we’re not doing it alone. Every good
thing 1 ever did, you had a hand in if you
helped me be President. The mistakes were
my fault. The good stuff you had a hand in.
Don't you forget about it. And that is true
of Carl McCall. That is true of Chuck Schu-
mer. That is true of every public official.

Somebody asked me the other day, how
did you ever get those folks to agree at the
Wye Plantation after 8 days. | said | was de-
termined to be the last one standing. [Laugh-
ter] We were up for 39 hours. | didn't do
that in college. [Laughter] I’'m too old to do
it now. [Laughter] I kept thinking of all those
Scripture verses, you know, “Let us not grow
weary in doing good, for in due season, we
shall reap if we do not lose heart.”

I kept thinking, well, “They who wait upon
the Lord will mount up with wings—[laugh-
ter]—run and not grow weary; walk and faint
not.” I almost got to the end of that verse
before we got peace the other day. [Laugh-
ter]

Now, on Tuesday, the people that we need
to be there, a lot of them will be tired. A
lot of them will be hassled. A lot of them
don’t make much money. A lot of them have
enough trouble just figuring out how to get
the kids to child care or school and get back
and forth from work and get the kids home
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and ever have everybody in one piece by din-
ner time. And America is one of the coun-
tries—still—votes on a work day. It's a real
hassle for them.

A lot of them depend on mass transit to
get back and forth to work, and the voting
place is not on the same bus line or the same
subway route. It's a hassle. Just remember,
everybody that doesn't show can't gripe
Wednesday morning. And everybody that
does show is then a part of every good thing
that flows from their decision if they're in
the majority.

I want you to think about how you want
to feel Wednesday morning. And | want you
to think about it. If you felt good during the
Middle East peace process, if you felt good
when John Glenn went up into space, if you
felt good when | was able to tell you we were
going to get 100,000 new teachers, if you felt
good when | talked about those 54 Federal
judges, if you believe in your heart that you
have been a part of my Presidency—and |
tell you you have; | wouldn’t be here without
you—then | ask you this one thing: Realize
that this, too, is an important election, that
it is not an ordinary time; it is, therefore,
not an ordinary election; that what happens,
all these people who will win races on Tues-
day, will be a direct result, not only of how
you vote but even more importantly, whether
you vote.

You will come in contact with thousands
of people between now and then. And when
the Scripture said that, we are all admon-
ished to render unto Caesar those things
which are Caesar’s, well I'm not Caesar, and
we're not a dictatorship or an empire, but
you know what the Bible means. It's more
today. When that Scripture was written all
that meant was, pay your taxes. Nobody had
avote. Nobody had a vote.

Today you've got the vote. You can actually
be in the driver’s seat. There is no Caesar
without you—T{laughter]—unless you sit it
out. Our adversaries, they think a whole
bunch of you will stay home. They know it’s
going to be a hassle. They know it will be
an effort.

But you just remember every good thing
that you've felt good about in the last 6 years.
And you think about how you want to feel
Wednesday morning. We need to reelect
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Carl McCall and all America needs to know
about Carl McCall, not just New York. All
America needs to know about Carl.

We need to send Chuck Schumer to the
Senate because all America, and not just New
York, needs that. We need to get that balance
back in our Congress so we can do some of
these things that we can’t get done now. But
it all depends on you. It all depends on you.

I am more grateful than you will ever know
for the friendship and the support of the peo-
ple of New York, to me, to my wife, to my
Vice President, to our administration; for the
friendship and support of the African-Amer-
ican community, and especially the clergy.
But the thing about this kind of work is, you
never get to stop. You never get to stop.

In the last week we've had a lot to cele-
brate. You had your hand on John Glenn’s
shoulder. You had your prayers answered
about the continued process of peace. You
can think about your children’s future with
100,000 more teachers. But there are huge
fights out there left to fight—huge. And we
need you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in Ball-
rooms B and C at the Ramada Plaza Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to human rights activist
Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, Canaan Baptist Church
of Christ; James Forbes, pastor, Riverside Church;
Carl McCall, New York State comptroller and
U.S. Senate candidate; Bishop Norman Quick,
pastor, Childs Memorial Temple, Church of God
in Christ; civil rights activist Rev. Al Sharpton;
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel;
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Signing the
Technology Administration Act of
1998

October 30, 1998

Today | am signing into law H.R. 1274,
the “Technology Administration Act of
1998.” The Act strengthens the technology
programs of the Department of Commerce
to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

The Act will enable the Commerce De-
partment’s National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) to better serve the
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Nation’s more than 380,000 smaller manu-
facturers by eliminating the 6-year sunset
provision for Federal co-funding of NIST
Manufacturing Extension Partnership cen-
ters.

The Act also authorizes NIST to establish
a program to help elementary and secondary
school teachers to convey to their students
important lessons in measurements, manu-
facturing, technology transfer, and other
areas in which NIST researchers possess
world-class expertise.

I am especially pleased to sign this legisla-
tion because it includes an initiative that |
have sought for the past 2 years: expansion
of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award to include education and health care
organizations. The Foundation for the Mal-
colm Baldrige National Quality Award de-
serves special credit for its work to endow
this expansion, as does NIST, which manages
the program in close cooperation with the
private sector. Now the Federal Government
can do its share to foster performance excel-
lence in schools, health care, and business.

The Act also officially establishes within
the Department of Commerce an Office of
Space Commercialization and the Experi-
mental Program to Stimulate Competitive
Technology. These programs address two im-
portant components of our overall competi-
tiveness strategy: our wise use of commercial
space capabilities, consistent with public
safety and national security requirements,
and enhancement of technological opportu-
nities for the States.

This Act furthers my Administration’s
commitment to ensure that technology re-
mains the engine of economic growth. We
have more work to do. My Administration
will work with the 106th Congress on legisla-
tion to reauthorize the Commerce Depart-
ment’s Technology Administration and other
NIST programs.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 30, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 1274, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-309. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Statement on Signing Wildlife and
Wetlands Legislation

October 30, 1998

Today | am signing into law H.R. 2807,
an omnibus measure that includes many pro-
visions | supported to enhance fish and wild-
life protection.

The Act reauthorizes the Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Act through FY 2002 and
prohibits the sale, importation, and expor-
tation of products labeled or advertised as
derived from rhinoceroses or tigers. This will
substantially eliminate the demand for prod-
ucts made from these endangered species.
The Act also reauthorizes, through FY 2003,
the North American Wetlands Conservation
Act and the Partnerships for Wildlife Act,
two of the most popular, cost-effective, and
productive environmental conservation pro-
grams.

I note that section 304 of the Act amends
the criteria for appointing individuals to the
North American Wetlands Conservation
Council. Specifically, this provision purport-
edly designates an officeholder of a named
private organization as a Council member.
This raises two issues. First, the Council is
involved in the implementation of Federal
wetlands conservation programs and, there-
fore, its members are considered officers of
the United States. Pursuant to the Appoint-
ments Clause of the Constitution, the Con-
gress may not appoint Federal officers. Con-
sequently, I will instruct the Secretary of the
Interior merely to consider the designated
individual along with other appropriate can-
didates for appointment to the Council.

Second, if the Secretary ultimately selects
the individual designated by the Act, that in-
dividual will be subject to executive branch
standards of conduct and criminal conflict-
of-interest statutes. The individual’s ability to
act fully as a Council member therefore may
be somewhat curtailed by his or her affili-
ation with a private organization.

On balance, the Act provides a consider-
able benefit to the conservation of fish and
wildlife, and | am pleased to sign it into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 30, 1998.
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NoTe: H.R. 2807, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-312. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Signing the lIdentity
Theft and Assumption Deterrence
Act of 1998

October 30, 1998

Today | signed into law H.R. 4151, the
“ldentity Theft and Assumption Deterrence
Act of 1998.” This legislation will make iden-
tity theft a Federal crime, with penalties gen-
erally of up to 3 years imprisonment and a
maximum fine of $250,000.

Specifically, the legislation would penalize
the theft of personal information with the in-
tent to commit an unlawful act, such as ob-
taining fraudulent loans or credit cards, drug
trafficking, or other illegal purposes. It would
also direct the Federal Trade Commission to
help victims deal with the consequences of
this crime.

Tens of thousands of Americans have been
victims of identity theft. Impostors often run
up huge debts, file for bankruptcy, and com-
mit serious crimes. It can take years for vic-
tims of identity theft to restore their credit
ratings and their reputations. This legislation
will enable the United States Secret Service,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
other law enforcement agencies to combat
this type of crime, which can financially dev-
astate its victims.

I want to thank the Vice President for his
leadership on this and other privacy issues.
As we enter the Information Age, it is critical
that our newest technologies support our old-
est values.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 30, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 4151, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-318. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Statement on Signing the Torture
Victims Relief Act of 1998

October 30, 1998

Today | am pleased to sign into law H.R.
4309, the “Torture Victims Relief Act of
1998.” This Act authorizes continued and ex-
panded U.S. contributions to treatment cen-
ters, both in the United States and around
the world, for persons who suffer from the
mental and physical anguish of having been
tortured.

The United States has contributed to these
centers for many years—directly to domestic
centers through the Department of Health
and Human Services and to overseas centers
through the Agency for International Devel-
opment, and indirectly, through Department
of State contributions to the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for the Victims of Torture.
Contributions of this nature are a concrete
and practical step that the U.S. Government
takes to mitigate the effects of this serious,
and far too pervasive, human rights violation.

I want to stress, however, that assisting tor-
ture victims does not end the curse of tor-
ture. The United States will continue its ef-
forts to shine a spotlight on this horrible prac-
tice wherever it occurs, and we will do all
we can to bring it to an end.

I want to take this opportunity to thank
all those who have contributed to the suc-
cessful passage of this legislation. 1 also salute
those nongovernmental organizations active
in the cause of human rights, who encour-
aged congressional passage of this Act and
who work tirelessly to keep alive the spirit
of human rights, in our hearts and in our
domestic and foreign policy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 30, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 4309, approved October 30, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-320. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Statement on the Council on
Environmental Quality Chair
Transition

October 30, 1998

Today, with regret, | accept the resigna-
tion of Kathleen McGinty as Chair of the
Council on Environmental Quality.

As my principal environmental policy ad-
viser for nearly 6 years, Katie has led this
administration’s efforts to protect and restore
our environment. From the forests of the Pa-
cific Northwest to Florida’s Everglades and
the red-rock canyons of Utah, she has helped
preserve America’s natural legacy for all
time. And from our air to our water to our
climate, she has worked tirelessly to ensure
our children and grandchildren an environ-
ment both healthy and safe.

In all these endeavors, Katie has been
guided by the firm belief that the environ-
ment truly is a common ground. She has
strived to promote collaboration over conflict
and to demonstrate that a healthy economy
and a healthy environment not only are com-
patible but are inextricably linked. Indeed,
today we enjoy the strongest economy and
cleanest environment in a generation. | am
deeply grateful for Katie’s vision, dedication,
and hard work.

I am pleased to announce that beginning
November 7, upon Katie’s departure, George
T. Frampton, Jr., will become acting Chair
of CEQ. I will formally announce my intent
to nominate Mr. Frampton as Chair, and will
submit nomination papers to the Senate, at
the appropriate time.

Mr. Frampton comes to his position at
CEQ with a wealth of experience in environ-
mental matters. He served as Assistant Sec-
retary of Interior for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks from 1993 to 1997, and prior to that
was president of the Wilderness Society. In
addition, he has served as a law clerk for Su-
preme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, Dep-
uty Director of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission’s inquiry into the nuclear accident at
Three Mile Island, and a visiting lecturer in
constitutional law at Duke University Law
School.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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The President’s Radio Address
October 31, 1998

Good morning. I'm speaking to you today
from the Glen Forest Elementary School in
Falls Church, Virginia, where I'm joined by
students, parents, and teachers to talk about
a problem they understand all too well: the
urgent need in America for school construc-
tion. In fact, I'm speaking to you from one
of nine trailer classrooms that sit outside the
schoolhouse on what used to be a play-
ground, because there’s simply not enough
room inside for all the students. And the 10th
trailer goes up in a matter of days.

Falls Church is not the only place with this
problem. Rundown schools and rising enroll-
ments have made these trailers an increas-
ingly common sight all over our country. Too
many children are going to school every day
in trailers like this one. In other schools, class
is held in gymnasiums and cafeterias. I've
even heard some stories of classes being held
in closets. Crumbling walls and ceilings have
forced still other schools to bus their students
to neighboring facilities.

With a record number of school buildings
in disrepair, especially in our larger cities,
and school enrollments all over America at
record highs and rising by the millions, the
need to renew our Nation’s public schools
has never been more pressing. I've said many
times that in this increasingly global world
where what you earn depends upon what you
learn, improving education must be our Na-
tion’s top priority for all our children.

For nearly 6 years now, I've done every-
thing | could to meet that challenge. I'm es-
pecially proud of the victories for America’s
children our administration fought for and
won in the balanced budget Congress passed
just last week. We fought for and won new
investments, from child literacy to college
mentoring, from after-school programs to
summer school programs, to opening the
doors of college even wider by helping more
people with financial aid. All these things will
help all our children reach their highest po-
tential no matter where they start out in life
and where they go to school.

Perhaps even more important, we fought
for and won an unprecedented commitment
to put 100,000 new well-trained teachers in
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our Nation’s classrooms, to reduce class size,
decrease discipline problems, and increase
student learning. But you don’t have to be
a math whiz to know that more teachers and
smaller classes means we also need more
classrooms. Unfortunately, the Republican
leadership in Congress failed the simple test
to pass my school construction initiative to
help communities build, repair, and modern-
ize 5,000 schools around our country.

I'm disappointed that Congress also
blocked our efforts to raise academic stand-
ards and strengthen accountability in our
schools. At a time when our children’s edu-
cation matters more than ever to our chil-
dren’s future and to our Nation’s strength
in the 21st century, there are still even some
Republicans in Congress who would shut
down the Department of Education.

Now, in just a few days Americans will go
to the polls to elect the next Congress. And
there’s a lot at stake. Our children don't need
another 2 years of partisanship; they need
2 years of progress, of putting people over
politics. And we need a Congress that doesn’t
retreat from our commitment to hire 100,000
teachers; a Congress that makes a commit-
ment to modern schools so those teachers
can teach in classrooms, not in trailers; a
Congress that puts aside partisanship and
puts our children’s future first.

The American people have the power to
elect that kind of Congress. Our children are
counting on us to do it. So this Tuesday let
me urge all of you, without regard to your
party, please, go out and vote for a Congress
that will strengthen education and strengthen
our Nation for the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
Glen Forest Elementary School, Falls Church,
VA.

Remarks to the Community at Glen
Forest Elementary School in Falls
Church, Virginia

October 31, 1998

Thank you. Good morning. First, | would
like to thank Susan Fitz, Fran Jackson; teach-
ers, Lori Kuzniewski—I was in her class; Ms.
Kristen Mullen’s class; Alan Leis; Paula John-
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son, your superintendent; John Butterfield,
from the education association; Jim and
Molly Cameron, from the PTA—all the peo-
ple who made me feel so welcome at this
school today.

This is the best of our country’s future.
I look around this crowd today, and | see
people whose roots are all over the world,
whose languages are very different, whose
cultures are different, whose religions are
different, who have come together on this
school ground in a common endeavor of
learning with a promise that our country
opens to all people who are willing to work
hard and be good citizens and do their part.
It is thrilling for me to be here and look at
you. | have a much better view than you do
today.

And | loved being with the children in the
classroom. The best part of this morning so
far, for me, has been answering the children’s
questions. They ask very good questions;
some of them I didn’t want to answer even,
they were so good. [Laughter] And it gave
me a great deal of hope for the future.

You just heard my weekly radio address,
so you know that I am very concerned about
the overcrowding in our Nation’s classrooms.
We have, almost suddenly, the largest group
of schoolchildren in our Nation’s history. |
was part of the last large group, the baby
boom generation; all of us are now between
the ages of 34 and 52. This group in school
today is the first group that is larger.

We have two huge problems: One is rep-
resented here, all the house trailers; the other
is represented by the dilemma in our largest
cities, where we have huge numbers of stu-
dents and wonderful old school buildings that
were unoccupied for many years. They dete-
riorated. Many of them now can’t even be
hooked up to the Internet. And we must, as
a nation, face this challenge.

In the last Congress, we were able to get
a big downpayment on my plan for 100,000
more teachers in the early grades to take the
average size of the classes down to 18 across
America in the first 3 grades. But we have
to have the school buildings, as well. And
| did present a plan to the Congress, that
I will present again early next year, that
would enable us to build or modernize 5,000
schools. If you want the smaller classes, the
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teachers have to have some place to meet
with the students.

And | ask all of you, based on your per-
sonal experience here and without regard to
any political differences you may otherwise
have, to please, please help me convince the
Congress that it is the right thing for Ameri-
ca’s children to have the smaller classes, to
have more teachers, and to have modern
schools. Every single child in America de-
serves them, and the United States ought to
be in the forefront of helping achieve that.
And I thank you for that.

Let me also say to all of you, I learned
when | came here today, because | received
a little card from one of the students, that
next week is the week you have student elec-
tions at the school here. Now, all the students
are going to vote. And what I'd like to say
is, | hope that all the parents will be just
as good citizens as the students are. Because
Tuesday is election day in America, as well.

For nearly 6 years | have worked hard to
bring our country together across all the lines
that divide us, so that America would work
the way this school works, so that we could
all feel the way | think all of you feel today,
coming from your different walks of life to
this common ground. America ought to be
a place of common ground, where we move
forward together.

I am grateful for the fact that after 6 years
we have nearly 17 million new jobs and the
lowest unemployment in 28 years; the high-
est homeownership in history, over two-
thirds of Americans in their own homes for
the first time ever; the smallest percentage
of our people on public assistance, welfare,
in 29 years; lowest crime rate in 25 years.
I am proud of that. I am also determined
that we take this moment of prosperity,
which has given us the first balanced budget
since 1969 and a surplus, to meet the long-
term challenges of America.

We talked about education today. There
are other long-term challenges. Those of you
who come from the rest of the world and
have come here as immigrants, who have rel-
atives in other countries, know that there is
a lot of financial turmoil in the rest of the
world. | have done my best to try to help
stabilize the global economy because Amer-
ica depends upon the success of other people

Oct. 31 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

in other countries and their being able to
have good jobs and raise their children and
do better.

I have done my best to see America stand
on the forefront of world peace. A week ago
yesterday we announced the latest agree-
ment between the Palestinians and the
Israelis, and we hope it will be fully and faith-
fully implemented. And we will continue the
work toward peace in the Middle East.

We have to look ahead to what happens
when this huge generation of baby boomers
retires, which is why | have said we should
not spend this surplus on anything until we
have reformed the Social Security system and
reformed the Medicare system, to make sure
that it can be preserved for the people who
need it, especially when all the baby boomers
retire.

We have to continue to work on the fact
that many of our people, literally over half
of our people, are in HMQ'’s or other man-
aged care plans. And this can be a good thing,
because we have to save all the money we
can. But it is wrong if a person is in a health
care plan and the doctor says, “You need to
see a specialist,” and the plan says, no. It
is wrong if someone is in a car accident and
they have to pass three hospitals that are clos-
er on the way to an emergency room that
happens to be covered by the plan. It is
wrong if someone is pregnant and during the
pregnancy, or someone is sick with cancer
and has had chemotherapy and during that
treatment an employer changes health care
providers and the person has to change doc-
tors.

All of that is wrong. That's why we want
a Patients’ Bill of Rights basically to say:
Okay, let's manage the system, but let’s put
the health care of our people first and let
medical decisions be made by medical pro-
fessionals, not accountants. | think that is
very important. All these issues are out there,
issues that will affect the long-term stability
and strength of the United States and our
ability to do what should be done in the
world.

So let me say that I've been very con-
cerned periodically over the last 6 years, and
I was especially concerned last year that in
Washington, DC, in National Government,
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there are not only different parties with dif-
ferent philosophies and different views—that
is a good thing; we should have different par-
ties, different philosophies, different views,
different opinions—but there is a great deal
of difference in constructive debate and ex-
treme partisanship which keeps thing from
being done.

In the last year, for 8 months we had ex-
treme partisanship, which kept things from
being done. And what we need to do is to
put the progress of all of our people over
the partisanship; we need to put people over
politics; we need to celebrate our differences,
but work together. That is what 1 am hoping
will come out of this coming election. | hope
that a Congress will be elected on Tuesday
that will put the education of our children
first and build or modernize these 5,000
schools.

I hope the election will produce a Con-
gress that will not spend that surplus until
we fix Social Security first, to stabilize our
country, to stabilize our economy and to
avoid a situation where when we retire we
will have to either lower our standard of liv-
ing or lower the standard of living of our chil-
dren because we refused to take this moment
to fix the Social Security system. | hope the
next Congress will provide the American
people with a Patients’ Bill of Rights. I hope
the next Congress will provide the American
people with a bill to protect our children
from the dangers of tobacco, the number one
public health problem in America today. It
is wrong that 3,000 children start smoking
every day; 1,000 will die sooner because of
this.

I hope the next Congress will reach across
partisan lines and raise the minimum wage
for 12 million Americans. The unemploy-
ment rate is low; the inflation rate is low.
You cannot support a family on $5.15 an
hour. We can afford to do it, and we should
do it, and we ought to do it as Americans,
across partisan lines.

I hope the next Congress will produce a
genuine and bipartisan system of campaign
finance reform, so that honest debate, in-
stead of big money, controls elections.

All of these things are within your hands.
So | say to all the adults who are here: Look
at these children; look at how fortunate we
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are that they can come together and learn
from each other and have the right kind of
disagreements and go have an election next
week in which they campaign and make their
case and everybody votes. We should set a
good example. This country is still around
after 220 years, having undergone unbeliev-
able changes in the makeup of our citizenry
because more than half the time, more than
half the people have been right on the big
issues.

This is no ordinary time. The world is
changing very fast. It is, therefore, no ordi-
nary election. The future of these children,
the future of our country in the 21st century,
is riding on it. So I implore all of you, if the
education of our children is important to you,
if the stability of our country and the stability
and cause of peace in the world is important
to you, please set a good example, show up
on Tuesday, vote, make your voice heard, and
go home and talk to your children about what
you did and how it is at the core of everything
that makes our country worth living and
fighting for.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. on the
athletic field. In his remarks, he referred to Susan
Fitz, principal, and teachers Fran Jackson, Lori
Kuzniewski, and Kristen Mullen, Glen Forest Ele-
mentary School; Alan Leis, deputy superintendent
of schools, and Paula Johnson, area superintend-
ent, Fairfax County, VA; John Butterfield, presi-
dent, Fairfax Education Association; and Jim and
Molly Cameron, co-presidents, Parent Teacher
Association.

Statement on Signing the Utah
Schools and Land Exchange
Act of 1998

October 31, 1998

Today | am very pleased to sign into law
H.R. 3830, the “Utah Schools and Land Ex-
change Act of 1998.”

This legislation is an occasion for celebra-
tion for the people of Utah and, indeed, all
Americans who care about environmental
protection and public land management.

This exchange of land, mineral rights,
commercial properties, and natural treasures
between the United States and the State of
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Utah is the largest such land exchange in the
history of the lower 48 States. The exchange
will help capitalize a long-neglected State
school trust by putting it on solid footing and
allowing it to pay rewards to the children of
Utah for generations to come. The United
States will obtain valuable land, thus allowing
it to consolidate resources within the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument, the
Goshute and Navajo Indian Reservations,
and national parks and forests in Utah.

This Act brings to an end 6 decades of
controversy surrounding State lands within
Utah’s national parks, forests, monuments,
and reservations, and ushers in a new era of
cooperation and progressive land manage-
ment. We have shown that good faith, hard
work, bipartisanship, and a commitment to
protect both the environment and the tax-
payer can result in a tremendous victory for
all. 1 especially wish to thank Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Kathleen
McGinty, outgoing Chair of the Council on
Environmental Quality, for their contribu-
tion to this major achievement.

The Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, a magnificent natural wonder
and scientific treasure trove, was born 2 years
ago. On that day, | made a promise to work
to ensure that Utah’s schoolchildren, the
beneficiaries of the State trust holdings with-
in the Monument, would in fact benefit from,
and not be harmed by, the establishment of
this national showcase.

I am proud to say we have kept our prom-
ise. We have delivered more, and in a shorter
time, than perhaps anyone believed possible.
In these 2 years, we have worked closely with
citizens and elected officials alike to make
America’s newest National Monument a suc-
cess of which we all can be proud.

This bipartisan legislation shows that we
can work together for the common good, for
our environment, for education, and for our
shared legacy as stewards of the Nation’s nat-
ural public land treasures.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NoTte: H.R. 3830, approved October 31, was
assigned Public Law No. 105-335.
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Statement on Signing the William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition
Reauthorization Act of 1998

October 31, 1998

Today | am signing into law H.R. 3874,
the “William F. Goodling Child Nutrition
Reauthorization Act of 1998.” This legislation
extends the authorization of appropriations
for a number of child nutrition programs, in-
cluding the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren—more commonly known as WIC—and
the Summer Food Service and Farmers Mar-
ket Nutrition Programs. In addition, it makes
various amendments to these programs to ex-
pand children’s access to food assistance and
improve the programs’ operation, manage-
ment, integrity, and safety. | am pleased that
this Act includes many provisions that my
Administration proposed.

The Act will help to improve the nutri-
tional and health status of America’s most
needy children. In particular, H.R. 3874 per-
mits schools and other nonprofit institutions
providing after-school care to older, “at-risk”
youth to receive meal supplements at no
charge. In addition, it continues to allow chil-
dren in the Even Start Family Literacy Pro-
gram to be eligible for free school meals.

The Act makes a number of changes to
improve the administration, efficiency, and
integrity of the child nutrition programs
while protecting health and safety standards.
It removes barriers to the participation of pri-
vate, nonprofit organizations in the Summer
Food Service Program, especially in rural
areas, and streamlines many National School
Lunch Program procedures. In addition, it
revises program licensing requirements to
allow more child care providers to provide
Federally funded snacks to needy children.
Furthermore, it ensures health and safety in-
spections of school food service operations
where they are currently not required.

The Act is tough on fraud and abuse. It
allows the Department of Agriculture to per-
manently disqualify from the WIC program
vendors convicted of trafficking food instru-
ments—such as WIC vouchers or electronic
benefit transfer cards—or selling firearms,
ammunition, explosives, or controlled sub-
stances in exchange for them. In addition,
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it requires WIC applicants to appear in per-
son to apply for benefits and document their
income as a condition of receiving benefits.

It is well known that a strong relationship
exists between children’s nutritional status
and their ability to learn, and | remain vitally
concerned that all school children have what
they need to succeed in school. In joining
together to support H.R. 3874, my Adminis-
tration and the Congress have forged a bipar-
tisan opportunity to improve the nutrition,
health, and well-being of our Nation’s chil-
dren. | am pleased to sign this legislation into
law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 3874, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-336.

Statement on Signing the Haskell
Indian Nations University and
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic
Institute Administrative Systems
Act of 1998

October 31, 1998

Today | am signing into law H.R. 4259,
the “Haskell Indian Nations University and
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute
Administrative Systems Act of 1998.” Haskell
Indian Nations University (Haskell) and
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute
(SIPI) are the only Federally owned and op-
erated schools in the United States dedicated
to higher education for American Indians.
Together they have provided thousands of
American Indians valuable educational op-
portunities. This Act will broaden and in-
crease those opportunities by assisting both
institutions in their ongoing efforts to attract
and retain highly qualified administrators,
faculty, and staff.

The Act authorizes Haskell and SIPI each
to conduct a 5-year demonstration project to
test the feasibility and desirability of alter-
native personnel management systems de-
signed to meet the special staffing cir-
cumstances in a college and university set-
ting. Currently, Haskell and SIPI operate
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under the same civil service personnel sys-
tem as most other Federal agencies. The
demonstration projects authorized by H.R.
4259 will provide these schools flexibility to
test personnel reforms in areas such as re-
cruitment, hiring, compensation, training,
discipline, promotion, and benefits. At the
same time, the Act maintains continued ad-
herence to applicable laws and regulations
on matters such as equal employment oppor-
tunity, Indian preference, and veterans’ pref-
erence. My expectation is that, at the conclu-
sion of these demonstration projects, these
schools will have tested alternative personnel
systems that maintain important employee
benefits and protections while promoting the
flexibility necessary in a college and univer-
sity setting.

In signing H.R. 4259, | recognize that the
legislation raises several concerns. It allows
Haskell and SIPI to conduct demonstration
projects involving leave and other employee
benefits, such as retirement, health benefits,
and life insurance—something no other Fed-
eral agency has been permitted to do. We
must be mindful that altering employees’
benefits for even a brief portion of their ca-
reers can have a serious long-term effect.
Should such modifications be applied to a
large number of Federal employees through
other demonstration projects they could have
a damaging effect on the Federal retirement
and insurance trust funds, which depend on
spreading risk of loss over the largest possible
group of individuals. These concerns are
compounded by the fact that H.R. 4259 does
not provide for the level of oversight by the
Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
that is typically required for personnel-relat-
ed demonstration projects.

Because of these concerns, | am directing
the Secretary of the Interior and the presi-
dents of Haskell and SIPI to involve the
OPM fully in the development and evalua-
tion of the schools’ demonstration projects.
This involvement is only appropriate given
the OPM'’s important role in managing and
safeguarding Federal employee benefits pro-
grams and overseeing demonstration
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projects. Further, | strongly urge the Con-
gress to await the outcome of the OPM’s on-
going comprehensive review of the Govern-
ment-wide benefits package for Federal em-
ployees before authorizing other demonstra-
tion projects outside the OPM’s current stat-
utory authority.

With these caveats, | trust that H.R. 4259
will prove helpful to Haskell and SIPI in at-
tracting and retaining highly qualified em-
ployees, thereby enabling them to continue
to fulfill their important mission of providing
quality higher education opportunities to
American Indians.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 4259, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-337.

Statement on Signing the lraq
Liberation Act of 1998

October 31, 1998

Today | am signing into law H.R. 4655,
the “lIraq Liberation Act of 1998.” This Act
makes clear that it is the sense of the Con-
gress that the United States should support
those elements of the Iraqi opposition that
advocate a very different future for Iraq than
the bitter reality of internal repression and
external aggression that the current regime
in Baghdad now offers.

Let me be clear on what the U.S. objec-
tives are:

The United States wants Iraq to rejoin the
family of nations as a freedom-loving and
law-abiding member. This is in our interest
and that of our allies within the region.

The United States favors an Iraq that of-
fers its people freedom at home. | categori-
cally reject arguments that this is unattain-
able due to Iraqg’s history or its ethnic or sec-
tarian make-up. lraqgis deserve and desire
freedom like everyone else.

The United States looks forward to a
democratically supported regime that would
permit us to enter into a dialogue leading
to the reintegration of Iraq into normal inter-
national life.
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My Administration has pursued, and will
continue to pursue, these objectives through
active application of all relevant United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions. The evi-
dence is overwhelming that such changes will
not happen under the current Irag leader-
ship.

In the meantime, while the United States
continues to look to the Security Council’s
efforts to keep the current regime’s behavior
in check, we look forward to new leadership
in Iraqg that has the support of the Iraqi peo-
ple. The United States is providing support
to opposition groups from all sectors of the
Iragi community that could lead to a popu-
larly supported government.

On October 21, 1998, I signed into law
the Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999,
which made $8 million available for assist-
ance to the Iragi democratic opposition. This
assistance is intended to help the democratic
opposition unify, work together more effec-
tively, and articulate the aspirations of the
Iragi people for a pluralistic, participatory
political system that will include all of Iraq’s
diverse ethnic and religious groups. As re-
quired by the Emergency Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act for FY 1998 (Public Law
105-174), the Department of State submit-
ted a report to the Congress on plans to es-
tablish a program to support the democratic
opposition. My Administration, as required
by that statute, has also begun to implement
a program to compile information regarding
allegations of genocide, crimes against hu-
manity, and war crimes by lrag’s current
leaders as a step towards bringing to justice
those directly responsible for such acts.

The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 provides
additional, discretionary authorities under
which my Administration can act to further
the objectives | outlined above. There are,
of course, other important elements of U.S.
policy. These include the maintenance of
U.N. Security Council support efforts to
eliminate Iraq’s prohibited weapons and mis-
sile programs and economic sanctions that
continue to deny the regime the means to
reconstitute those threats to international
peace and security. United States support for
the Iragi opposition will be carried out con-
sistent with those policy objectives as well.
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Similarly, U.S. support must be attuned to
what the opposition can effectively make use
of as it develops over time. With those obser-
vations, I sign H.R. 4655 into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NoTe: H.R. 4655, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-338. H.R. 4328, the
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, was assigned
Public Law No. 105-277.

Statement on Signing the Women'’s
Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998

October 31, 1998

Today | am pleased to sign into law S.
1722, the “Women’s Health Research and
Prevention Amendments of 1998,” which will
significantly advance women’s health by
strengthening national efforts to improve re-
search and screening on diseases with par-
ticular impact on women, including
osteoporosis, breast and ovarian cancer, and
cardiovascular diseases.

This bill will authorize several women’s
health and research screening activities at the
National Institutes of Health and the Centers
for Disease Control for the next 5 years. It
will expand coordinated Federal research
into heart disease, strokes, and other cardio-
vascular diseases among women. In addition,
life-saving screening for breast and cervical
cancer will continue to be made available to
thousands of low-income women.

I commend the sponsors of this bipartisan
legislation, including Senator Bill Frist and
cosponsors Senators Barbara Boxer, Barbara
Mikulski, and Patty Murray, for their con-
tributions that will help protect women from
these deadly diseases and advance our sci-
entific knowledge.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
October 31, 1998.

Note: S. 1722, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-340.
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Statement on Signing the Women'’s
Progress Commemoration Act

October 31, 1998

Today | am pleased to sign into law S.
2285, the “Women’s Progress Commemora-
tion Act.” This legislation establishes a 15-
member Commission, appointed by the
President and the Congress to help com-
memorate, celebrate, and preserve women'’s
history in America.

It is appropriate that we establish this
Commission on the 150th anniversary of the
Seneca Falls Convention, the first national
congregation on the conditions and rights of
women in the United States. It was there,
at a time when women were denied many
of the rights of citizenship, that 100 brave
women and men proclaimed in their “Dec-
laration of Sentiments” that “all men and
women are created equal.”

At Seneca Falls and throughout our his-
tory, women have braved enormous chal-
lenges and helped to build our Nation—from
women patriots hiding General Washington’s
soldiers from the British, to Sojourner Truth
and others leading slaves out of bondage, to
suffragists risking imprisonment to secure for
women the most basic rights of democracy.
The Women’s Progress Commemoration
Commission will seek out the historical sites
of such great moments in our Nation’s his-
tory, and recommend the best way to pre-
serve them for generations to come. The
President’s Commission on the Celebration
of Women in American History, that | cre-
ated by executive order in June of this year
looks forward to working with the Commis-
sion created by S. 2285.

As we approach a new century and a new
millennium, it is more important than ever
that we honor these monuments to our en-
during ideals. Therefore, it is with great
pleasure that I sign this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NoTe: S. 2285, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-341. Executive Order
13090—President’s Commission on the Celebra-
tion of Women in American History, signed June
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29, was published in the Federal Register on July
2.

Joint Statement of the President of
the United States and the Prime
Minister of Israel

October 31, 1998

On October 31, 1998, President Clinton
and Prime Minister Netanyahu concluded a
Memorandum of Agreement on the potential
threat to Israel posed by the proliferation of
ballistic missiles and weapons of mass de-
struction in the region. This subject has been
of great concern to both governments for
some time, and the Memorandum of Agree-
ment establishes a new mechanism for en-
hancing their cooperation in dealing with this
potential threat. Pursuant to the Memoran-
dum of Agreement, a joint strategic planning
committee will be established to formulate
recommendations on upgrading the frame-
work of U.S.-Israeli strategic and military re-
lationships, as well as technological coopera-
tion.

NoTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Interview With Shlomo Raz and
Jacob Eilon of Israeli Television
Channel 2

October 31, 1998

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin

Q. President Clinton, first of all, thank you
very much for sitting down with us.

The President. Delighted to do it. Thank
you.

Q. You know, it's exactly 3 years since the
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin. And Mrs. Rabin said she was rather
disappointed that you failed to mention her
husband during the East Room ceremony
last Friday. How do you respond to that?

The President. Well, you know, the
agreement is actually supposed to enter into
force on the third anniversary of his passing,
of his killing. And I think that if, in fact, it
does do so, it is a fitting thing, because none
of us would be here if it hadn’t been for him.
He really started all this in a profound way.

Oct. 31 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

I know that the Madrid conference started
before his election, but it was his conviction
and his strength and security that he con-
veyed to the people of Israel, | think, that
made this whole peace process possible. And
I never do anything in the process that | don’t
think about him.

Danger to Prime Minister Netanyahu

Q. Mr. President, from the tragic assas-
sination to the current situation, Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu might put himself at the
same risk as Mr. Rabin. So perhaps it is un-
justified to put pressure on him to follow the
Oslo accord or the Oslo track.

The President. Well, | don't think there’s
any question that the Prime Minister has put
himself at some physical risk in pursuing the
peace process. But | believe that it's impor-
tant that the people of Israel know that, at
least in my opinion, it's a good agreement,
that it strengthens Israel’s security needs,
that the agreements made with the Palestin-
ians are fully consistent with Oslo. And the
Prime Minister worked very, very hard to ad-
vance lIsrael’s security interests.

Just for example, there was the whole issue
of what should be done with the people
whom Israel believes have committed acts of
violence and terrorism against Israelis. And
I am convinced that the Palestinians will now
act against these people in a way that is con-
sistent with the agreement and that will meet
the Prime Minister’s and Israel’'s needs. So
that’s an example of a whole array of security
advances that were embedded in this agree-
ment. And | think all Israelis who support
the peace process should support the agree-
ment because | think it furthers the cause
of peace.

Palestinian National Council

Q. Mr. President, is it really the PNC, the
Palestinian National Council, that is going to
convene to revise the Palestinian covenant
with your presence? Is it really the PNC?

The President. Well, it's the PNC plus
a number of other groups. And some of these
groups are embedded within the PNC; that
is, they're dual membership for some of the
people—in the Government, in the executive
council, in the other councils involved. And
some are outside the PNC.
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But among other things at that meeting,
we will seek a clear renunciation of the of-
fending parts of the charter and a general
endorsement of the agreement, this whole
agreement, so that the process can be seen
to be going forward with the support of those
who represent grassroots Palestinian opinion.

The Prime Minister wanted me to support
this provision, this effort, and he fought very,
very hard for this, as did a number of mem-
bers of his Cabinet who were there, because
they thought that there needed to be a de-
bate in a Palestinian forum, even if it was
controversial and heated, which would give
to the Palestinian people some evidence not
only of a commitment to follow an agreement
but of a changing of the heart, an opening
of the heart of the Palestinians toward the
Israelis.

And | thought that argument had a lot of
appeal, even though it was not without its
hazards for Mr. Arafat.

Q. Because——

The President. Because it's been 18
months since anything big has happened, and
because there’s a lot of—he has his problems,
too, among them the fact that the standard
of living for most Palestinians is lower today
than it was when the peace process began,
because the enemies of peace keep inter-
rupting the flow of normal life.

So | agreed that if it was that important
to Israel and Chairman Arafat were willing
to try to accommodate that condition by the
Israelis, that 1 would go to Gaza and address
this group and ask them to support the peace
and to renounce forever the idea of animosity
toward and opposition to the existence of the
state of Israel and instead embrace the path
not only of peace but of cooperation.

President’s Upcoming Visit to Gaza

Q. I want to ask you about your visit to
Gaza. Don't you think, Mr. President, that
this trip may be seen as a first step in rec-
ognizing an independent Palestinian state?

The President. Well, if so it would be,
I think, wrong, because | have tried strictly
to adhere to the position of the United Sta