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a very turbulent international environment.
So I ask you also to continue to support our
efforts to deal with the challenges which still
have to be met to keep the growth going,
and to make sure that what we do here, so
far from the lives of most Americans, actually
helps them to make those lives better.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all. Thank you, Congressman Rangel. It’s
good to see you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Amy Hillen, a job counselor
who introduced the President; working mothers
Bernadette Hockaday and Rhonda Clarke; Robert
Greenstein, executive director, Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities; and Justin Dart, Jr., advocate
for the rights of disabled persons.

Statement on the International
Space Station
December 4, 1998

America has taken a bold and exciting step
toward a permanent U.S. presence in space
with today’s launch of the first U.S.-built
component of the International Space Sta-
tion. A passion for discovery and a sense of
adventure—both deeply rooted American
qualities—spur our determination to explore
new frontiers in space and spark our can-
do spirit of technological determination. All
Americans join me in congratulating the
thousands of men and women in our space
program that are transforming the dream of
an orbiting space station into a reality.

Joint Statement From Pakistan and
the United States
December 4, 1998

At the invitation of President Bill Clinton,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif, visited Washington on 1–4 De-
cember 1998. The Prime Minister was ac-
corded a warm welcome in Washington.

During a cordial and productive meeting
and luncheon at the White House on De-
cember 2, President Clinton and Prime Min-
ister Sharif stressed the importance of the
longstanding friendship and cooperative rela-
tions between Pakistan and the United

States. They reaffirmed their commitment to
further improve bilateral relations and ad-
dressed a number of issues of common con-
cern.

The two leaders reviewed progress in the
U.S.-Pakistan dialogue on security and non-
proliferation. The President welcomed the
Prime Minister’s statement made at the UN
General Assembly regarding adherence to
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and
Pakistan’s decision to participate construc-
tively in the upcoming negotiations at Gene-
va on a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty, con-
sistent with its legitimate security interests.

The President emphasized the importance
the U.S. attaches to further progress on non-
proliferation and peace and security in South
Asia. The Prime Minister affirmed Pakistan’s
desire to exercise mutual restraint with India
consistent with Pakistan’s security interests.
Both sides welcomed progress made in the
U.S.-Pakistani dialogue on security and non-
proliferation. The President noted that fur-
ther progress would facilitate the restoration
of broad-based cooperation between the
United States and Pakistan.

The President reaffirmed the United
States’ strong interest in a stable and pros-
perous Pakistan and reiterated the U.S. com-
mitment to assist Pakistan through its current
economic difficulties. Both leaders endorsed
the efforts of the International Monetary
Fund and multilateral development banks to
assist Pakistan. They agreed that an effective,
expeditiously approved, and fully imple-
mented IMF program would be a major step
to help Pakistan in maintaining sustained
economic growth. They acknowledged the
importance of reaching a settlement between
the Pakistani government and foreign energy
investors and expressed hope that such an
agreement would help attract fresh foreign
investment.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif appreciated
President Clinton’s decision to waive some
of the sanctions which had been imposed on
Pakistan. He expressed hope that further
steps would be taken to remove all remaining
sanctions. In this regard, the President em-
phasized the need for further progress in the
ongoing U.S.-Pakistani dialogue on security
and nonproliferation. The Prime Minister in-
formed President Clinton about Pakistan’s
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