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deeds. I never should have misled the coun-
try, the Congress, my friends, or my family.
Quite simply, I gave in to my shame.

I have been condemned by my accusers
with harsh words. And while it’s hard to hear
yourself called deceitful and manipulative, I
remember Ben Franklin’s admonition that
our critics are our friends, for they do show
us our faults.

Mere words cannot fully express the pro-
found remorse I feel for what our country
is going through and for what members of
both parties in Congress are now forced to
deal with.

These past months have been a tortuous
process of coming to terms with what I did.
I understand that accountability demands
consequences, and I’m prepared to accept
them. Painful though the condemnation of
the Congress would be, it would pale in com-
parison to the consequences of the pain I
have caused my family. There is no greater
agony.

Like anyone who honestly faces the shame
of wrongful conduct, I would give anything
to go back and undo what I did. But one
of the painful truths I have to live with is
the reality that that is simply not possible.
An old and dear friend of mine recently sent
me the wisdom of a poet, who wrote, ‘‘The
moving finger writes, and having writ moves
on. Nor all your piety, nor wit shall lure it
back to cancel half a line. Nor all your tears
wash out a word of it.’’

So nothing, not piety, nor tears, nor wit,
nor torment, can alter what I have done. I
must make my peace with that. I must also
be at peace with the fact that the public con-
sequences of my actions are in the hands of
the American people and their Representa-
tives in the Congress. Should they determine
that my errors of word and deed require their
rebuke and censure, I am ready to accept
that.

Meanwhile, I will continue to do all I can
to reclaim the trust of the American people
and to serve them well. We must all return
to the work, the vital work, of strengthening
our Nation for the new century. Our country
has wonderful opportunities and daunting
challenges ahead. I intend to seize those op-
portunities and meet those challenges with

all the energy and ability and strength God
has given me.

That is simply all I can do: the work of
the American people.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. At approxi-
mately 4:25 p.m. the Committee on the Judiciary
of the House of Representatives voted the first
article of impeachment.

Proclamation 7159—National
Children’s Memorial Day, 1998
December 11, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
There is nothing more devastating to a

family than the death of a child. Each year,
thousands of America’s families face this
tragedy, losing their children to illness, in-
jury, or accident. Our whole society experi-
ences this loss as well, for we are all dimin-
ished by the death of every one of our young
people, whose love, laughter, talents, and
achievements bring so much joy to our lives
and so much promise to our future.

The holiday season is an especially painful
time for parents who have lost a child, so
it is fitting that we set aside a special day
during this month to acknowledge the grief
of these families and to pay tribute to the
lives and memories of their children. On Na-
tional Children’s Memorial Day, let us all
reach out, whether as individuals or as mem-
bers of caring communities, to offer bereaved
families the compassion, support, and under-
standing they need to begin the process of
healing.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 13,
1998, as National Children’s Memorial Day.
I call upon the American people to observe
this day with appropriate programs and ac-
tivities in remembrance of the infants, chil-
dren, teenagers, and young adults who have
died and to bring comfort to their families.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of December, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 14, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 15.

Executive Order 13108—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
13037, Commission To Study Capital
Budgeting
December 11, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
extend the reporting deadline for, and the
expiration date of, the Commission to Study
Capital Budgeting, it is hereby ordered that
Executive Order 13037, as amended, is fur-
ther amended by deleting in section 3 of that
order ‘‘within 1 year from its first meeting’’
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘by February
1, 1999’’ and by deleting in section 5 of that
order ‘‘30 days after submitting its report’’
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘on September
30, 1999’’.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 11, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 14, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on December 15.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 5
In the morning, the President traveled to

Wynne, AR, and he returned to Washington,
DC, in the afternoon.

December 7
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton hosted a congressional ball on the
State Floor at the White House.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Timothy F. Geithner as Under
Secretary of the Treasury for International
Affairs. Mr. Geithner was nominated on Oc-
tober 8. The President intends to resubmit
his nomination when the 106th Congress
convenes.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Edwin M. Truman as Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury for International
Affairs. Mr. Truman was nominated on Octo-
ber 8. The President intends to resubmit his
nomination when the 106th Congress con-
venes.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of John D. Hawke, Jr., as Comp-
troller of the Currency at the Department
of the Treasury. Mr. Hawke was nominated
on July 11. The President intends to resubmit
his nomination when the 106th Congress
convenes.

The White House announced that the
President will host the White House Con-
ference on Social Security on December 8
at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel and
December 9 at Blair House.

December 8
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Nashville, TN, where
they attended a memorial service for former
Senator Albert Gore, Sr.

In the afternoon, they returned to Wash-
ington, DC. Later, the President met with
Counsel to the President Charles F.C. Ruff
to review Mr. Ruff’s upcoming testimony be-
fore the House Judiciary Committee.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John T. Spotila to be Administrator
of the Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs in the Office of Management and
Budget.
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