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Thank you so much. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you for your warm welcome. I
want to thank all of those who have spoken
and been introduced. This is, because of the
operation going on in Kosovo—and I know
that all Americans are proud of what our
young people in uniform are doing there—
it is an unusual moment for me to be here
but a very important moment for Americans
to reexamine what it means to be a good cit-
izen on the edge of the new century.

There are a lot of things I’d like to say,
but the first thing I want you to do is to hear
me. I am here—you know, I won’t be a can-
didate in 2000. I wish I could be, but I can’t.
[Laughter] And I’m here because I care
about my country’s future. I am profoundly
grateful to the people of Michigan for having
given Al Gore and me a chance to serve twice
by their votes in the elections of 1992 and
1996, profoundly grateful to the Members of
this delegation who have all been intro-
duced—Mr. Dingell and Mr. Bonior and
Debbie, thank you for running for the
Senate.

You can’t beat anybody with no one; peo-
ple have to show up and run. And Debbie
could stay in Congress and have a good time
and enjoy this and be a part of a majority,
and she’s taken a significant personal risk be-
cause she has a significant personal commit-
ment to the future of this State and this Na-
tion. And I appreciate it. And I know you
do. And I think she has more than a signifi-
cant chance to be victorious because of that.

I was talking to the people at our table—
it seemed like every time somebody from the
Michigan delegation was introduced I had
some new or different thing to say, but it

is an unusual House delegation, really unusu-
ally remarkable people, each with their own
strengths. And I cannot say enough about
Senator Carl Levin, who is off on our com-
mon mission of securing a just resolution to
the problem in Kosovo.

I also want to thank Senator Riegle and
Frank Kelley and my good friend Jim Blan-
chard, my former colleagues in different
ways over the years. I’ve been at this so long,
Frank Kelley and I served together in the
1970’s. [Laughter] I want to congratulate
your new attorney general. I know she’s
doing a wonderful job. And Mayor Stanley,
I’m glad to see you. And I can’t say enough
about Dennis Archer, and I want to say that
I admire the effort you are making to reform
your schools. And I believe you will succeed.
Let me tell you something: One thing I’ve
learned in this business over a long period
of time, having spent countless hours in our
Nation’s schools, all of our kids can learn,
and all of our schools can succeed, but some-
one has to be in charge. Change has to be
possible; expectations have to be high. There
have to be clear standards, and then there
has to be support. And I want the rest of
you to support it.

I’ve heard a lot of people say today, ‘‘I’m
so glad that we’re making these changes in
our school systems.’’ If you want the kids to
be held to higher standards then you have
to support them. And if you have to raise
the funds for more after-school programs or
summer school programs or whatever it
takes, you have to support them. So you have
made a commitment now to change the way
you’re going to run your schools. Nothing is
more important. I want you to support the
mayor and make sure he has what he needs
to get the job done for the children.

I want to thank the leaders of the Michigan
House and Senate for being here. I have en-
joyed my opportunities to be with the legisla-
ture and to speak to the legislature recently.
And I want to thank Patrick Kennedy for
going around the country and trying to make
sure we can run a race.

Last time, in 1998, when the party of the
President gained seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives in a midterm election, in the 6th
year of a Presidency, for the first time since
1822—1822—when we lost no seats in
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the Senate, and it was projected that we
would lose five or six. We were outspent by
over $100 million. And still these fine people,
with a lot of your help, achieved that result.
Thanks to the efforts of Dick Gephardt and
Patrick Kennedy and a lot of other people,
that won’t happen this time. I don’t believe,
and I’m really grateful to them.

And finally, let me say I think you could
see from what has been said by all these peo-
ple about each other, we have a real commit-
ment to each other personally and a commit-
ment to our shared agenda, and I think that
is a very good thing.

I admire Dick Gephardt and David Bonior
enormously, not only because of the positions
they take, not only because they stuck up for
me when I was down as well as when I was
up, but because they are truly good human
beings. They’re the kind of people you would
be proud to live next door to, the kind of
people you’d be proud to have raise your
children if something terrible happened to
you, the kind of people you would trust with
your live’s possessions if you had to turn your
back and go away and do something else for
an extended period of time. And they’re the
kind of people that ought to be directing the
Congress into the 21st century.

And I want to say something to all of you
today in the midst of what is a difficult pe-
riod. I want to tell you how this business in
Kosovo fits with all the other things that we’d
rather be here talking about today, with So-
cial Security or education of our children or
all the rest of it, and why it is an appropriate
thing for us to be here today to talk about
our responsibilities as citizens, which in-
cludes making choices about candidates, sup-
porting them, and showing up and being
counted.

Now, in 1992 when I ran for President,
I spent a great deal of time in Michigan, part-
ly because one of my secrets was that an
enormous number of people who live in
Michigan came from Arkansas. [Laughter]
It’s one of the benefits of a depressed south-
ern economy after World War II, is that I
got elected President 40 years later because
Michigan and Illinois were full of people
from my home State.

But I knew that this State, with all of its
diversity, with its traditional industrial econ-

omy, its emerging high-tech economy, its
magnificent agricultural economy, its big cit-
ies and small towns, really carried the future
of America in its life. And I came here, and
I said to the people, ‘‘Look, here’s the deal.
Things aren’t going very well, and if we keep
doing the same thing over and over again,
we’re going to keep getting the same results.
And I believe that we need to imagine what
we want America to look like in the 21st cen-
tury. I know what I want it to look like. I
want a country where there is opportunity
for every responsible citizen. I want a country
where we’re part of one community across
all the lines that divide us. And I want us
to build a world where there is more peace
and freedom, more security, and more har-
mony. And we’re going to have to change
some things to do that. We’re going to have
to stop talking about how terrible the deficit
is and do something about it. We’re going
to have to stop talking about how we wish
our schools were better and invest not only
money, but the right kind of policies. We’re
going to have to stop talking about how we
wish people weren’t trapped in a lifetime of
welfare dependency and say that able-bodied
people have to move off, but we’re not going
to punish their children, and we’re going to
give them the education and training and
support they need,’’ and on and on and on.
I said, ‘‘you know, we’re going to take a dif-
ferent policy.’’

And a lot of it was controversial. And
frankly, one of the reasons I’m here today
is that the Democrats might not be in the
minority today if we hadn’t had to go all alone
to reduce the deficit while we increased our
investment in education. But it led to the
balanced budget; it led to lower interest
rates, which was a huge, huge income in-
crease to people who benefited from those
lower interest rates; it’s given us record high
homeownership in America. Millions of peo-
ple have refinanced their homes and saved
a lot of money.

There have been more businesses, more
jobs, and for the last 2 years, finally, for the
first time in over two decades, incomes are
rising for all economic groups in the country.
We have the lowest African-American, the
lowest Hispanic poverty ever recorded since
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we have been keeping statistics and the low-
est unemployment rate among African-
Americans and Hispanics recorded since we
have been keeping statistics, the lowest un-
employment rate in 30 years.

And this is important. This is important.
Now, we also have the first balanced budget
in a generation, 2 years of surpluses now, the
lowest crime rate in 30 years. We’ve genu-
inely opened the doors of college to every-
body with tax credits and better loans and
work study programs and scholarships, the
Pell grants. We’ve got 90 percent of our chil-
dren immunized for the first time in our his-
tory against basic childhood illnesses. The air
and the water are cleaner. We’ve increased—
we’ve tripled the number of toxic waste
dumps we’ve cleaned up.

All these things have flowed from a few
very tough decisions. Welfare rolls cut nearly
in half. Our country has been a force for
peace and freedom from Northern Ireland
to the Middle East. We have reached out
in partnership to democracies all over the
world. We are joining in an international
fight against terrorism and the spread of
chemical and biological weapons. We have
tried to hope for the best and work for the
best in the new century and prepare for any
eventuality.

And this country is in a better place than
it was 6 years ago. And because of our suc-
cess, we have heavier responsibilities to our-
selves and to others. But none of that would
have happened—none of it—if it hadn’t been
for the people in this room that I came here
to support today.

There are very few things that a President
can do that the Congress does not either have
to support on the front end or that the Con-
gress cannot stop on the back end. And Dick
talked about playing offense and defense. It
isn’t right that we have to play defense all
the time; we ought to be working together
from the beginning. But when we work to-
gether at the end of every budget year, we
get to play a little offense, because if the
President says, ‘‘I’m not going to sign this
budget, and I’m not going to sign these laws,’’
and they say, ‘‘I’ll stick with him,’’ then we
get to play offense.

But it would be so much better—the point
I want to make to the American people is

these folks were right. We now have evi-
dence, we have 6 years of evidence. We were
right to put 100,000 police on the street. We
were right to drive the deficit down and give
us a surplus. We were right to do these
things.

And I ask the American people, when
these Democrats go back into the field for
the 2000 election for the House races and
the Senate races, to look at the record of the
last 6 years. And I will always accord the Re-
publicans the credit they deserve when we
have done things together. But the driving
force—the driving force—and the way we
came out with the economy, with our crime
policy, with our education policy, so many
other policies, and the foreign policy we have
pursued, came out of these Democrats in the
Congress who stayed with me and supported
my ideas. And I think they deserve the sup-
port of the American people because they’re
doing the right thing.

And let me be quite specific here and,
again, keep the pledge I made at the begin-
ning of the talk. What’s all this got to do with
what we’re doing in Kosovo? The country is
working again. And we have now, I would
say, both the opportunity and the obligation
to say, ‘‘Okay, we’ve got things going right
again. Now what do we have to do to have
the kind of America and the kind of world
we want for our children in this new century?
What are the big challenges?’’ You might ask
yourself that when you leave here, what do
you think they are.

Here are what I consider to be the big
five, if you will, and what I hope the 2000
elections will be about, unless we can resolve
more of them between now and then, which
we’re working to do.

Number one, we must deal with the aging
of America. The number of folks over 65 will
double by 2030. There will only be two peo-
ple working for every one person drawing So-
cial Security. The older I get, the better that
problem looks. [Laughter] This is a very
high-class problem faced by all wealthy soci-
eties. But unless you deal with it in a respon-
sible way, you run the risk that, when all of
us baby boomers retire, we impose big bur-
dens on our kids and their ability to raise
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our grandkids. And instead, there is an enor-
mous opportunity here for those of us, any-
body that lives to be 65 now has already got
a life expectancy of about 82 years—if you
get to be 65 in decent health. So this is an
enormous opportunity, but we have to re-
think our whole way of dealing with these
things.

Number two, we have to do more to
balance work and family, both because there
are more single parent households and there
are far more households in which both par-
ents are working, where there are two par-
ents. But there is no more important job in
the world than raising children right.

And we have to admit that while America
has done a lot of things better than other
countries—we have generated more jobs;
we’ve got lower unemployment, we’ve done
great—we have not done enough to balance
work and family. And too many parents,
every day in this country, have to make deci-
sions about health care, about child care,
about time off work, all kinds of challenges
that, in my judgment, we could alleviate and
still have a very strong economy, indeed,
strengthen our economy if we did it in the
right way.

Number three, we need to have an econ-
omy that leaves no one behind, nobody re-
sponsible enough to work. I am encouraged
that finally, all income groups have their in-
comes rising. I’m encouraged that there are
cities like Detroit where the unemployment
rate has gone down. But you know as well
as I do that in most of the big urban areas
of this country there are still huge parts of
the cities where there has been no new in-
vestment and where unemployment is still
high. There are many medium-sized indus-
trial cities that have had more trouble chang-
ing their economy than the larger cities have.
There are many small towns and rural areas
in my home State and many other places,
from Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta to
south Texas, where there are problems.

You want to know how we’re going to keep
the economy growing with low inflation? Get
more investment in the underdeveloped
areas of America. That’s our biggest un-
tapped market.

Number four, we have to have a way of
continuing to improve the environment and

continuing to grow the economy. Our admin-
istration has spent, I think, probably more
time and effort trying to pursue both these
goals and reconcile them, not always to the
satisfaction of everybody in this room or this
country, but we have really made an effort.
Why? Because I think if the country ever gets
in a position where we really are making a
choice between whether we’re going to pre-
serve the global environment or have our
kids breathe clean air or drink safe water and
seeing our economy grow, we’re going to be
in a terrible position.

The developments in technology have
given us more and more opportunities to find
ways to both improve the economy and the
environment. But I think—I predict to you
that it will be a huge challenge for our coun-
try and our world for the next 20 to 30 years.

And the fifth thing is that we have to learn
how to reconcile unity and diversity at home
and around the world.

Now, what does that mean in practical
terms? On the aging in America, we’ve got
a plan. We, the Democrats, have a plan. Set
aside 62 percent of the surplus to make sure
Social Security will be all right until 2055.
And make some other modest changes in the
Social Security program that will enable us
to lift the earnings limit on people on Social
Security, so those who want to work will be
able to do so and contribute to our country,
and that will enable us to do something for
the elderly women who are living alone.
Their poverty rate is twice the regular pov-
erty rate.

On Medicare, set aside 15 percent of the
surplus, run the Medicare Trust Fund out
at least 20 years, and finally begin to provide
a prescription drug benefit to seniors on
Medicare. It will cost money in the short run.
It will save lives and save money in the long
run because it will keep more people out of
hospitals, more people out of procedures,
and it will improve the quality of life. It will
keep more people well. So that’s our pro-
gram. We also have a tax credit for long-term
care. I think this is very, very important.

Finally, we have what I think is the right
sort of tax cut. Our USA accounts would basi-
cally give tax credits and matching funds for
about 12 percent of the surplus to working
families to set up their own pensions.
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When Social Security was started, it was
always assumed that you would have Social
Security, and then people would get a pen-
sion at work, and then they would have some
private savings. Well, today, a lot of people
live on just Social Security. More and more
pensions are shifting from defined benefit
plans to defined contribution plans. And the
personal savings rate in America is way down.

So what we propose to do is to say to peo-
ple: Families with incomes up to $80,000,
you can get a tax credit and some matching
funds from the Government to set up a pri-
vate savings plan for your retirement; up to
$100,000 you can get tax credits but not
matching funds; over $100,000, if you have
no present private pension fund, you can still
qualify.

We haven’t tried to start a class war here,
but you should know that fewer than one-
third of the tax benefits associated with re-
tirement in America go to people with in-
comes of under $100,000. Fewer than 7 per-
cent of the tax benefits of retirement savings
go to people with incomes of $50,000 a year
or less.

So wouldn’t it be good, with the stock mar-
ket having done what it’s done, gone from
3,200 to 10,000 in the last six years—I think
it would be better if more Americans owned
a share of our national wealth. I think it
would be better if more working families had
some personal savings to go along with their
retirement savings and Social Security and
whatever they get from a pension plan. And
this would be a good thing. That’s our pro-
gram for the aging of America.

When it comes to balancing work and fam-
ily, we want to do more for child care. We
want to pass the Patients’ Bill of Rights and
do more for health care access. We want to
broaden the family and medical leave law
some, so that more people are covered by
it. It’s been immensely successful. I think still
today more ordinary citizens come up to me
on the street, after all this time, and mention
an experience they had, a positive experience
because of the family and medical leave law
than any other thing we have done, and that’s
the first bill I signed as President in early
1993.

In terms of leaving no one behind, what’s
the most important thing we can do? Build

21st century schools everywhere, as you’re
trying to do here in Detroit. Smaller class
sizes with our 100,000 new teachers; mod-
ernize school buildings; hook up all the class-
rooms to the Internet and help all the schools
take advantage of it; give more school dis-
tricts the ability to have after school and sum-
mer school programs.

I believe we should have a national change
in our policy and end social promotion and
require States to turn around failing schools,
as Detroit has now taken on the responsi-
bility of doing. But I do not believe children
should be branded failures when the system
fails them. I do not believe that.

What else can we do to leave no one be-
hind? We can recognize what I just said. A
lot of places still haven’t really fully partici-
pated in the economy. And I have asked the
Congress to adopt what I call a 21st century
markets initiative to provide for loan guaran-
tees and tax credits to people who will invest
in high unemployment areas in America. The
same sort of benefits we now give people to
invest in low income countries overseas. All
I say—I’m for that, by the way. I want us
to be good neighbors to Central America. I
want them to be good democracies. I don’t
want us to have problems in the future. They
should have a good life. They should be good
markets. They can buy our products.

But I say, why shouldn’t we have the same
incentives for people to invest in the low-
income areas of America where people are
dying to go to work, dying to start businesses
and capable of contributing to our future. We
should be for that.

We have a whole livability agenda that the
Vice President and I worked up that I think
has enormous support, grass-root support
among communities in the country to help
balance the environment and the economy.

But finally, let me say what I started to
say. I’ve worked hard, as Dick Gephardt said,
on this whole issue of race in America. And
you remember after the Oklahoma City
bombings and there was all this talk about
paramilitary operations in America, and I
came to Michigan and gave a speech about
it, talked about it. I grew up in the segregated
South. I grew up with people who were
taught not to like people who were different
from them.
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And if you think about it, it is the oldest
negative force in human society. You go back
to prehistorical times, people fought each
other because they were in different tribes
and they were afraid of difference. And
sometimes there is a rational basis for it. But
in the world we live in, the forces of global
economy bringing us closer together, the
technological opportunities to share the fu-
ture with people beyond our immediate
reach increasing, our diversity—the diversity
you have just here in Detroit in Wayne Coun-
ty—I remember the first time I think when
Ed McNamara had me out to the airport
dedication—I think it’s the first time Dennis
or Ed, one told me you had over 140 lan-
guages spoken in this county. This is an in-
credible gift for the future. But it is a gift
only if we make a virtue of it.

Now, how do you make a virtue of it? Let’s
take what’s going on in Kosovo. We have Al-
banian-Americans here, and we have some
Serbian-Americans outside demonstrating
against us, right? It’s okay. That’s America.
We don’t tell people they have to shut up
in this country. They can speak their piece
and do their thing and be there. But what
we have to find is a way to respect our diver-
sity and lift it up and still say what unites
us underneath is more important.

And that’s what they have to find a way
to do in the Balkans, too. And our quarrel
there is not with the people of Serbia. Be-
cause of the state-run media, most of them
don’t have any idea what their people did
in Kosovo. Most of them don’t have a clue
about the ethnic cleansing. I mean, people
walking around on the street in Belgrade—
they don’t know, because they have a state-
run media, they don’t have a free press. So
they think it’s some political disagreement,
and we’re just trying to keep their country
down.

I have no quarrel with them. The Serbs
were our allies in World War II. My quarrel
is with Mr. Milosevic and his policies. He
has sought to establish the principle that the
most important thing in the Balkans is having
a greater Serbia. And if you have to kill the
Bosnian Muslims and the Croats in Bosnia
and the Croats in the Krajina, and then if
you have to clean out all of Kosovo and run
all the Albanians into Albania and Macedonia

and crush them, most of them Muslim but
not all of them, that’s okay. I don’t think it’s
okay. I don’t think it’s okay.

What I want you to think about is, look
what we’ve tried to do in the Middle East.
We have tried to be a fair and honest inter-
locutor in bringing the Palestinians and the
Israelis together. We have worked hard, and
we have a bill before the Congress now to
try to help our friends in Jordan to stabilize
their economy and keep being a force for
peace.

In Northern Ireland, we’ve tried to help
the Catholics and the Protestants put aside
three decades of conflict. Why? Because in
a global economy—and Lord knows that if
the American people hadn’t learned anything
in the 20th century, it’s that sooner or later,
if the world goes haywire, we get pulled into
it—World War I, World War II, Korea, Viet-
nam. So, increasingly, we have done things
to try to get involved to stop things from hap-
pening.

Now, this war in Bosnia went a long along
time. It went on nearly 3 years before we
really got the coalition together among the
allies to try to go in and stop it. And by that
time, there were over 2 million refugees and
about 250,000 people had been killed, lost
their lives.

Now, we’ve had a few thousand people
killed and a million-plus refugees in Kosovo.
And what I have tried to say to the American
people is, this is not some crusade America
went off on its own. We’ve got all of our
NATO allies, 19 countries, all believing that
this is something that needs to be contained
and reversed—not because we have a quarrel
with the Serbian people. And I want to point
out, I said, I made it absolutely clear that
we would not go in there even in a peaceful
environment unless it was absolutely clear
that our charge in Kosovo was to return all
the refugees to their rightful homes and their
neighborhoods and their communities, under
conditions of peace, and then have a secure
environment that would also protect the Serb
minority within Kosovo.

What I’m trying to do is to establish a prin-
ciple here that we have to resolve our dif-
ferences by force of argument, not by force
of arms. And you cannot tell somebody you
love the land, but you hate the people that
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inhabit it because of their ethnic, their racial,
or their religious affiliation.

And if you think about the world we want
our kids to live in, and if you think about
how we want it to be free of war, free of
conflict, there is no way to get there—no
way—unless our historic alliance with Eu-
rope includes a Europe that is undivided,
democratic, and at peace, and unless we are
standing for the principle that we’re not
afraid of people that are different, not just
in terms of racial or religious or ethnic dif-
ferences but in terms of political opinions.

We don’t have to be afraid. All we need
is a system that gives people a legitimate way
to express their grievances, to fight their po-
litical battles, and limits the ability of people
to oppress each other. And I believe we’ve
done the right thing there.

I cannot tell you how strongly I think that
we would feel, no matter what apprehensions
you may have in the moment—and I’m quite
confident of the ultimate success of our mis-
sion—but no matter how many apprehen-
sions you have, ask yourself how you would
feel today if I were up here giving this
speech, after what we did in Bosnia, after
what we stood for in the Middle East and
Northern Ireland, after all the work we’ve
done in America to get people to live to-
gether across racial and religious lines, after
the work we’ve done to end employment dis-
crimination and to stand against hate crimes,
and all the things this administration has
stood for and this party has stood for and
our people have stood for—how would you
feel if I had come here to give this speech
today and the headlines were full of all those
people being killed and all those people
being thrown out of the country, and we were
having to explain to people why we couldn’t
lift a finger to do anything about it?

So life is full of hard decisions, and some-
times the most important things in life are
difficult. This has been a difficult period for
Dick Gephardt and for Dave Bonior and for
John Dingell. For all of us it’s been so frus-
trating these last 6 years, going through this
position where we’ve had to fight so many
rearguard actions. But they have grown
stronger and deeper and wiser and more de-
termined.

And this is what I want for our country
in this moment. We must always keep our
hearts and our ears open. We must always
be open to the possibility of constructive res-
olution. But I think that we ought to say,
‘‘Look, the 21st century world we want to
be a place where people live free of this sort
of madness, of hating each other because of
their differences.’’ And we have to be free
of it in America because we will be the most
diverse democracy in the world.

That is what is at stake. And that’s why
it’s good that we’re all here today. Because,
in the end, the political leadership of the
country cannot go where the people will not
travel. That’s what a democracy is. So it mat-
ters what you believe. It matters whether you
will support candidates. It matters which can-
didates you support. And all I can say to you
is, I am profoundly grateful to you because
you and the people of Michigan have been
good to me and to my family and to my Vice
President, to our administration.

You have been good to the Members of
Congress that are here. And we have tried
in turn to do things that were good for Amer-
ica and good for Michigan. We face big chal-
lenges. But if you look at the record of the
last 6 years, two things should come forth:
Number one, you should be very optimistic
about the future; but number two, you
should be willing to make tough decisions
and be firmly in the camp of those who are
committed to what is truly in the best interest
of the children of this State and this country.
They I have come to stand with today, and
I’m very proud to be here with them and
with you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the
ballroom at the Fairlane Club. In his remarks, he
referred to Representative Debbie Stabenow;
former Senator Donald W. Riegle, Jr.; former
State Attorney General Frank J. Kelley; former
Gov. James J. Blanchard; State Attorney General
Jennifer M. Granholm; Mayor Stanley Woodrow
of Flint, MI; and Mayor Dennis W. Archer of De-
troit, MI; Representative Patrick J. Kennedy,
chairman, Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee; Wayne County Executive Edward H.
McNamara; and President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).
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Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men. Thank you, Dean, for your work and
your introduction. Mr. Mayor, thank you for
making us feel welcome. I’d like to thank
Hattie Babbitt and James Lee Witt, Eric
Schwartz, and the other members of our hu-
manitarian team at the Federal Government
level for being here with me today.

I thought the youth choir was magnificent.
I think we should give them another hand.
[Applause] Thank you. I’d like to thank the
Members of the Michigan delegation who
are here—Congressman Dingell—we just
left his district—Congressman Levin, Con-
gressman Kildee, Congresswoman Stabenow.
I thank Congressman Patrick Kennedy from
Rhode Island who has joined us today, and
a special word of thanks to our leader, Dick
Gephardt, and to your Congressman, Dave
Bonior, for their leadership and support in
this important endeavor.

I know many people here have very strong
feelings about the conflict in Kosovo. In a
moment I will meet with a few families who
have relatives there. Later tonight, 50 reserv-
ists from the area will go to France to support
Allied Force. I’m going from here to
Selfridge Air National Guard Base to thank
the people there for their service to America
and the cause of peace.

The Detroit area has a large number of
Albanian-Americans, roughly 40,000. Many
here today are from here, in Roseville, from
Armada, from other communities in the re-
gion. Many of you have loved ones in Kosovo,
relatives, friends, kicked out of their homes
under pain of death. Our hearts and our
prayers, our aid and our arms are with you
today.

But I also want to point out, so as to make
the larger point of my remarks, that America
is proud to be the home to a large community
of Serbian-Americans, many of them living
in the midwest, Michigan, Ohio, other places.
I believe overwhelmingly they want a demo-
cratic Serbia that is a part of Europe, not
apart from it. I say that because I think it
is very important that the American people
not develop some negative feeling or bias

against Serbian-Americans, or even the Ser-
bian people themselves, because most of
them don’t even know what has been done
in their name in Kosovo, because the state-
run media has covered it up.

I say that to make the larger point. We
just came, as I said, from a meeting in Rep-
resentative Dingell’s district where we had
Albanian-Americans who were inside meet-
ing with me, and Serbian-Americans who
were outside demonstrating against me. And
I said that was good, because that was the
American way. That is not Mr. Milosevic’s
way. And that’s the point I want to make.
Our quarrel is not with the Serbs in Serbia;
it is not with the Serbs in Kosovo; it is not
with Serbian-Americans; it is with the leader-
ship of a person who believes it is all right
to kill people and to uproot them and to de-
stroy their family records and to erase any
record of their presence in a land simply be-
cause of their ethnic heritage.

Most but not all are Muslims. So there is
an element of religious conflict here as well.
But it is not entirely that. And as I have said
repeatedly and I’d like to say one more time,
the battle we see in Kosovo today is the
harshest example at the moment of what we
have seen in Bosnia, what we saw in the
slaughter, the tribal slaughter in Rwanda,
what we see in the still-unresolved but hope-
fully about to be resolved conflict in North-
ern Ireland, what we see in the Middle East.
We have come to the end of the cold war.
People, by and large, have rejected com-
munism. And we now see the prospect of
a bright new future for the world in which
we can resolve our differences in an orderly
way and build a common future—that future
threatened by the oldest problem of human
society, our tendency to fear and dehumanize
people who are different from ourselves.

And that is why the United States is in
Kosovo; that and the fact that the practical
significance of that war there could spread
across all the Balkans, all of Southeast Eu-
rope, and threaten everything we want for
our children in the 21st century world.

I have been very moved by the response
of the American people to this crisis. Our
men and women in uniform have performed
superbly. So many thousands of Americans
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