Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / May 18

resolution approved May 16, 1957 (36 U.S.C.
120), has designated the third Friday in May
of each year as “National Defense Transpor-
tation Day” and, by joint resolution approved
May 14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 133), declared that
the week in which that Friday falls be des-
ignated “National Transportation Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 21, 1999,
as National Defense Transportation Day and
May 16 through May 22, 1999, as National
Transportation Week. | urge all Americans
to observe these occasions with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:25a.m., May 18, 1999]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 19.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
King Abdullah 11 of Jordan and an
Exchange With Reporters

May 18, 1999

President Clinton. Well, let me just begin
by saying how delighted I am to have His
Majesty here today. The United States values
our relationship with Jordan very much. We
hope to have a discussion about the oppor-
tunity and the obligation we have to continue
the peace process in the Middle East. I think
we've both talked to Prime Minister-elect
Barak about that.

And we are also very much committed to
Jordan’s economic renewal. And the supple-
mental appropriation bill now working its
way through the Congress has, among other
things, $100 million in support for Jordan,
and | believe it will pass in the next few days,
so I'm very encouraged by that.

And I'm delighted to have you here, Your
Majesty.
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Israeli Election and Middle East Peace
Process

Q. What would be the first step, Mr. Presi-
dent, towards a renewal, a revival of the
peace process? Do you have anything in
mind, | mean, have you set any dates?

President Clinton. No. Well, we have to,
first of all, await the formation of a govern-
ment in lIsrael. They probably have only
known for a few hours what the distribution
of the vote is by parties, in terms of what
the composition of the Knesset will be. And
so | think General Barak is entitled to a few
days to put a government together.

Q. Why do you have so many hopes about
this? 1 mean, why are you suddenly encour-
aged?

President Clinton. Well, | think that,
clearly, the whole issue of the peace process
was an issue; and | think because of his mili-
tary service, the question of General Barak’s
devotion to the security of Israel is not in
question. But he has evidenced an intention
to continue the peace process. And if he’s
willing to do it, I think that we're certainly
both willing to do it and we’re hopeful that
we’ll have a chance to do so.

Q. Mr. President, what can the United
States do to help further this peace process
at this point?

President Clinton. Well, we have an ac-
cord at Wye to implement and we have a
lot of work to do on the final status issues.
I think the roadmap is out there. And we’'ll
do what we've always done. I've been work-
ing at this for 6 years, and I'm looking for-
ward to continuing. I'll do what I have done
under all the previous leadership of Israel
and what we have worked very closely with
Jordan to do.

Jordanian Economy

Q. Mr. President, the U.S. and you, per-
sonally, have been very supportive to Jordan
in the past few months. What immediate
plans do you have now to help Jordan’s econ-
omy, in addition to the $100 million?

President Clinton. Well, that's what—
we’'re going to have a conversation about that.
I hope that Jordan can receive some relief
on its debt problem from other countries.
The United States has already done about
all we can on that; we've done quite a bit.



