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long will your Congress, which has actually
taken a bit of a negative attitude, be able
to maintain that period?

Chancellor Schroeder. Well, the ques-
tion as to who’s going to chair the civilian
administration is a decision that lies in the
field of the United Nations Secretary-
General, and I think it would not be appro-
priate to give him advice from here. But he
knows that we need a highly qualified person
who links two things: firstly, the kind of polit-
ical degree of skill and sensitivity and, on the
other hand, experience with administration,
somebody who—I think in economic terms,
as well. All of those I think are the job profile
descriptions. And I think the Secretary-
General will very, very speedily pick and
choose that kind of person who will then
dominate the reorganization in the civilian
sense.

President Clinton. One is, I agree en-
tirely with what Chancellor Schroeder said
about the person the United Nations should
pick. I called the Secretary-General, and I
said that I had no particular candidate and
I did not care from what country the can-
didate came; that the most important thing
was that we get someone who can do the
job—someone with high energy, with orga-
nizing skills, with vision, with the ability to
communicate.

It’s a fascinating job; I’d give anything if
I could do it. It’s a wonderful job if you think
about it. It’s a very interesting job. But it’s
very important that we pick the right person.
There will be no politics in this, nothing. So
I made it clear: I don’t care where the person
is from; I just want the right person picked.

The second question you asked me is, how
long could we stay? I hope we will stay until
the objectives of the mission are completed.
And I went out of my way, since I thought,
and our military thought, in Bosnia we knew
how long it would take, and we were wrong.
I went out of my way not to make the same
mistake twice and not to put a timetable on
our involvement, but to say here are our ob-
jectives; when we’ve achieved our objectives,
we’ll get out.

Now, in Bosnia, we’ve gone way down, all
of us have. You know, the military force in
Bosnia is only about, I think, 30 percent,
maybe 25 percent of what it was when we

first went in. But we are still there. And I
personally believe, again, having a modest
force there, if it avoids war, promotes peace
and prosperity, it is much, much less expen-
sive than letting these conflicts occur. So I
hope we will stay until our mission is com-
plete.

Thank you.
Q. This is my last shot. Are you going to

take——
President Clinton. Your last shot?
Q. My last shot.
President Clinton Why? You’re not leav-

ing us, are you? Where are you going?
Q. I’m going to ‘‘60 Minutes.’’
President Clinton. All right, you guilt me

into doing it. If you ask me a lousy question,
I’ll never speak to you again. [Laughter] Go
ahead—[laughter]—which would make you
happy——

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Anything for the fare-

well.

Slobodan Milosevic
Q. That’s right. Sir, the last administration

left you Saddam Hussein, and you have spent
billions of dollars trying to keep Saddam
Hussein contained. I understand that there
are many covert things that you can’t discuss,
but can you assure the American people that
you did not send their sons and daughters
into harm’s way just to leave Milosevic in
power?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I can
ensure the American people that we sent our
soldiers, our airmen, into harm’s way to get
the Kosovars home, to get the Serbs out of
Kosovo, and to have—the Serbian forces, not
the people, the Serbian forces out—and to
have an international peacekeeping force.
That’s what I defined as our objectives, and
we achieved them. And I thought they were
worthy.

Now, I have, furthermore, said that I
would be adamantly opposed to any recon-
struction aid going to Serbia as long as Mr.
Milosevic is in power. He has now been in-
dicted by the International War Crimes Tri-
bunal, and every day we see fresh evidence
of mass killing and oppression taken under
his guidance and with his orders. So, I think
that is clear. And I can assure the American
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people that I’m not going to change my posi-
tion on that.

But you know, if we never did anything
in the world until we could get everything
done we wanted, we often would not do any-
thing at all. What we have done here is to
reverse genocide and ethnic cleansing, and
it is very important. Would it also be good
if we could have a new leader in Serbia? Of
course it would. But the main beneficiaries
would be the Serbian people.

And our ability to build the kind of future
in southeastern Europe we want would be
enhanced if we had new leadership and full
participation in Serbia, but we can do an
awful lot of good whatever happens there.

Let’s don’t mix apples and oranges, Mr.
Pelley [Scott Pelley, CBS News]. I told the
American people what the objectives are.
We’ve achieved those objectives. Now we
just have to win the peace. But would it be
a good thing if Serbia had a democratic lead-
er who didn’t do things like what we’ve seen
in Bosnia and in Kosovo? Of course it would.
And I can’t wait for the day when that hap-
pens.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:55 a.m. on the lawn at Palais Schaumburg. The
President met with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany in his capacity as President
of the European Council and President Jacques
Santer of the European Commission. In his re-
marks, he referred to Hashim Thaci, leader,
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA); President
Jacques Chirac of France; European Trade Com-
missioner Sir Leon Brittan, vice president, Euro-
pean Commission; U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; and President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro). The President also referred to OECD,
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. Chancellor Schroeder spoke in
German, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Videotape Address to the People
of Albania
June 21, 1999

To the people of Albania, on behalf of all
the American people, I want to express our
gratitude for the courageous stand you have

taken for peace, tolerance, and freedom in
southeastern Europe. And I want to pledge
my support for your own efforts to build a
strong and prosperous democracy.

This spring, when Mr. Milosevic launched
his bloody campaign of ethnic cleansing in
Kosovo, no country bore a greater burden
than Albania, and no country did more to
help humanity prevail. You opened your skies
to the NATO aircraft that brought this night-
mare to an end. You opened your ports and
your airfields to the troops and aid workers
who came here to help the refugees.

And most important, you opened your
homes and your hearts to more than 300,000
victims of ethnic cleansing—giving them
shelter and food and hope, even though your
own country still faces enormous challenges.
History will record that one of the greatest
acts of barbarity Europe has seen in this cen-
tury was defeated with the help of one of
the greatest acts of compassion we have seen.

The whole world knows what you have
done in the last several months. And we also
know that you have done it while struggling
to overcome perhaps the most cruel legacy
of isolation and repression of any of Europe’s
formerly Communist states. We still have
much work to do.

We have to work together to get the
Kosovar refugees back to their homes safely.
We’ll have to keep helping those who must
remain a while longer in Albania. We’ll need
to station more NATO troops in your country
to support those keeping the peace in
Kosovo. For the people of Albania, there will
be a continuing burden, but there will also
be an opportunity to deepen your partner-
ship with NATO and your integration with
Europe and the future prosperity that will
bring.

America will do all it can to help you re-
cover from the economic and social upheaval
caused by the war, to help you strengthen
your democracy, to enshrine the rule of law,
and to attract new investment to create new
jobs and new opportunities. And we’ll work
with you to build a southeastern Europe that
is coming together around the promise of
freedom and prosperity, instead of being torn
apart by hatred and bloodshed. We want you
to be on the front lines of democracy and
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