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If, by contrast, we went out and said, ‘‘Hot
dog! Right here before the next election,
we’re going to give you a $1 trillion tax cut.
Unfortunately, our deficit will be bigger, and
we won’t get ourselves out of debt. And un-
fortunately, we’ll have to cut education
spending and research. But we just think this
is more important, and I know it didn’t work
the last time, but somehow we think it will
work this time—even though it didn’t work.
We tried it for 12 years, and it never worked.
Somehow, we think, poof, magically it will
work this time’’—I believe that my course
of action is better for the American economy
than that latter course of action.

Mr. Insana. Mr. President, we appreciate
your time. Thanks for joining us.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:16 p.m. on July
6 at the loading area of the Waterfield Cabinet
Co., and it was videotaped for broadcast later that
evening. The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 7. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Remarks in a Discussion at Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation, South
Dakota
July 7, 1999

[The discussion is joined in progress.]

President Harold D. Salway. ——but
we’re durable people, have a lot of pride,
have a lot of dignity.

President Clinton. How do you stay
warm in the winter?

President Salway. Well, we’re condi-
tioned. We’re conditioned, a lot of buffalo
robes, a lot of good, hard work, too. This is
how a lot of people live, though. This is about
the average conditions of most homes
throughout the reservation. And some are
really bad yet.

President Clinton. Would you say the
biggest immediate need you have is for bet-
ter housing?

President Salway. Housing and what new
markets is going to do, create jobs. Not
enough people working here on Pine Ridge,
so that causes a lot of potential impacts.

President Clinton. If there were jobs in
the near vicinity, some sort of small manufac-
turing or something like that, do you think
all the people who could work would do so?

President Salway. Yes. We have one of
the highest unemployment rates for—a lot
of people going to work, being more respon-
sible with their time would uplift the lives
of the entire family in a lot of ways.

President Clinton. Where’s your tribal
college?

President Salway. Probably about 40
miles northeast of here, toward the center
part of our reservation. Our reservation is
about 135 by 84, 85, thereabouts. A pretty
large reservation.

President Clinton. How close do the jobs
have to be in order not to be too burdensome
to go to and from work?

President Salway. We don’t have a trans-
portation system, so most people have to car
pool into Pine Ridge. Pine Ridge is kind of
like the capital of the reservation, if you will.
Most people transporting in and out transit
to come to work from IGS and BIA and tribal
government. That’s the greatest portion of
employment. Not too much microenterprises
for development.

Housing is one of the largest employers
on the reservation. But the need is so high
that it naturally is one of the higher employ-
ment areas.

President Clinton. Andrew, why don’t
you just say what we’ve been talking about,
say what you were saying about the housing.

Secretary Andrew M. Cuomo. As the
President was saying one of the greatest
needs is housing, just provide the basic living
conditions where people can improve them-
selves. And then homeownership—very little
homeownership on the reservation—and
homeownership, given the conversation
we’ve had this past week is really the first
access to capital strategy, when you think
about it. Because when you own and you
have equity in your home, then you can start
to get loans, you can start to get financing
and start to get credit to open a business or
pay a tuition, whatever you’d like to do.

So our efforts are, first, try to improve as
much housing as we can. We’re doing that
through the Housing Authority. We’ve set up
a not-for-profit with the reservation for the
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first time so the tribe can do business as a
tribe and also as a not-for-profit organization.

And then homeownership, homeowner-
ship, homeownership. The people who are
at the conference today—I was telling the
President the numbers are up to about 800
people from across the country who come
to this housing conference—100 tribal presi-
dents. And we have the mainstream home-
ownership, housing, bankers who come to
the conference. And we’re going to start, for
the first time ever, in a big way, homeowner-
ship on the reservation linked to economic
development, because it’s also an empower-
ment zone. We’re going to sign officially the
papers at the next event.

So we have the empowerment zone doing
the economic development piece and hous-
ing and the homeownership with the private
mortgage market coming forward.

President Clinton. Frank?
Franklin D. Raines. Well, we’re trying

very hard to bring private capital into the res-
ervation. It’s been a—working with this res-
ervation, now signing an agreement with one
of our major lenders and with the tribe to
cut through a lot of the legal problems that
lending—when you’ve got trust lands in-
volved. And we think we can make progress
there.

We think that it’s important that, in addi-
tion to the HUD programs that are so impor-
tant, that we also get mainstream lenders in
the conventional lending here. We’ve done
a fair amount. We’ve bought about 70 per-
cent of the HUD loans that were made—
Fannie Mae has financed on this reservation.
But we’re going to be committing not only
to purchase new housing, but $3 million of
venture capital funds to encourage produc-
tion of housing on this reservation. All this
is part of a $500 million initiative that Senator
Daschle and Senator Johnson and I an-
nounced yesterday. That’s covering the
whole State, but there is a portion that is
going to be just here. And we’re intentionally
keeping it, without us saying exactly where
it’s going to go.

We’re going to work with the tribal gov-
ernment to ensure that we can either put
it in a multifamily or single-family or com-
binations of housing and retail that will make

it possible to bring more and more private
capital onto the reservation.

Housing is the one part of the private cap-
ital system that is really working in full speed
and is available to come into the toughest
areas. It’s harder to get funding for busi-
nesses and things, but we could do for hous-
ing.

President Clinton. Let me ask you some-
thing. A lot of the people here you said have
more than one family in the home. Now, if
they had the choice, would you prefer a sin-
gle-family home for every family that was
more modern, or more modern but larger
where you could have—more than one family
could live together, but they’d have enough
room to have their own rooms. Which would
be preferable?

President Salway. Probably single-family
homes because all the families crunched into
one house causes a lot of other——

President Clinton. Problems.
President Salway. —— problems. Yes.

Social situations.
Geraldine Blue Bird. Mr. President, with

regards to that, my house, the square footage
of this is really short for the amount of people
that I have here. So, with all my kids and
my grandkids, when it comes to the living
room area here, they’re just stepping on
them and bumping into them. And my—
Philip is in a wheelchair, and he wants to
have room. And then I have a stool sitting
in the center—short footage area. And places
like this are small.

President Clinton. How many people live
in here with you?

Ms. Blue Bird. In this house, there are
11. And in this house—between the two
houses, there’s 28. You met part of them
here.

President Clinton. So you have 11 living
in here and 17 in the other place.

Ms. Blue Bird. About like that. Yes. Be-
cause I’ve got them sleeping in here in the
living room. I’ve got bunks in there. Between
these two areas here, I have five bedrooms.

President Clinton. And 28 people sleep?
Ms. Blue Bird. And I have five bedrooms.

So this is what I’m talking about. What you
said, with that many people in a small area,
that does cause problems, like here. My own
personal opinion is I’d like to see us get jobs,
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because really to have—to get one of the
homes that are coming up, you need to have
an income. But right now we’re living on—
well, here on this street, I can safely say about
85 percent of us, here on this street alone,
are living on Social Security, SSI, and wel-
fare. That’s one income once a month. And
that’s what we use.

My boys, as you have seen, have applied
for jobs. They have applications all over. I’ve
even got one boy that went to the Service.
We’ve been using his veteran’s benefits. It’s
hard to get a job here because there isn’t
one. When you get a job here, you hang onto
it, because you get an income. Money every
2 weeks is better than money once a month.

President Salway. And that causes prob-
lems. Everybody struggles for those very,
very minimum jobs you have. So it causes
a lot of conflicts.

President Clinton. Over the jobs?
President Salway. Over the jobs. So few.

NOTE: The discussion began at approximately 10
a.m. outside the home of Geraldine Blue Bird dur-
ing a walking tour of the Igloo Housing neighbor-
hood. The discussion participants included Presi-
dent Harold D. Salway of the Oglala Sioux Tribe;
and Franklin D. Raines, chairman and chief exec-
utive officer, Fannie Mae. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a partial transcript of this
discussion. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this discussion.

Exchange With Reporters at Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation
July 7, 1999

Q. Mr. President, what did you learn from
the Igloo neighborhood this morning?

The President. Well, the woman who was
speaking with me, Geraldine—some of you
had to leave before she talked—there are 11
people living in her house and 17 members
of her family living in the trailer next door
connected to her house, 28 people there with
five bedrooms between them.

And she talked about how hard it was with
no jobs to make ends meet, and how she had
to buy all the children’s school clothes on
installment, on layaway. And what she did
was she had to find money for the children
who were on the cross-country team—just
to be able to do the most basic things in life.

And she said, yes, they did need new hous-
ing, but the most important thing they need-
ed was a way to make a living. Keep in
mind—this is unbelievable—this country has
had an unemployment rate of under 5 per-
cent for 2 years; the unemployment rate here
is almost 75 percent. We have to find a way
not only to fix this, the very difficult housing
circumstances, but to get them jobs.

We’ll talk more about it.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately
10:30 a.m. at a new reservation housing complex.
In his remarks, the President referred to Geral-
dine Blue Bird, resident, Pine Ridge Indian Res-
ervation. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks to the Community at Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation
July 7, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. President, and thank you to all of
you here from Pine Ridge and all the other
tribal leaders who are here for HUD’s
Shared Vision Conference. I am profoundly
honored to be in Pine Ridge and in the
Lakota Nation. In fact, to try to demonstrate
my appreciation and respect, I would like to
try—to try to say something in Lakota.
Mitakuye oyasin. My neighbors, my friends,
we are all related.

Consider those who have come here today
to join hands with you, along with Secretary
Cuomo, Secretary Glickman, your great con-
gressional delegation, our Democratic leader
Tom Daschle in the United States Senate
and Senator Johnson, Congressman Thune.
You don’t know this, but we have Members
of Congress from all over America who have
some here to express their support and their
commitment to join you in building a better
tomorrow: Congressman Ed Pastor from Ari-
zona; Congressman Dale Kildee from the
State of Michigan; Congressman Jim Clyburn
from South Carolina; and Congressman Paul
Kanjorski from Pennsylvania, he has come
all the way from Pennsylvania to be here.

I want to thank the other people from the
administration, especially Assistant Secretary
of the Interior Kevin Gover and Lynn Cutler
in the White House, who work with all of
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