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through one of Africa’s most dangerous and
divisive wars in modern times.

Zambian President Chiluba also deserves
special tribute for his role in mediating and
facilitating the Lusaka peace talks, and for
his continuing efforts to urge rebel factions
to support the cease-fire agreement. I urge
all rebel groups to commit to peace and sign
on to this important accord.

We have worked with all parties to encour-
age the resolution of their differences
through dialog and negotiations. We will
work closely with our partners in Africa, the
international community, and the United Na-
tions to support this agreement. We hope
that its full implementation, including the
disarming of those responsible for the Rwan-
dan genocide, will end the cycle of violence
in the region, pave the way for an inclusive
democracy in the DROC, and help bring a
better life for all the people of central Africa.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the District of
Columbia Budget Request
July 12, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 202(c) of the

District of Columbia Financial Management
and Responsibility Assistance Act of 1995
and section 446 of the District of Columbia
Self-Governmental Reorganization Act, as
amended, I am transmitting the District of
Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2000 Budget Request
Act.

This proposed Fiscal Year 2000 Budget
represents the major programmatic objec-
tives of the Mayor, the Council of the District
of Columbia, and the District of Columbia
Financial Responsibility and Management
Assistance Authority. For Fiscal Year 2000,
the District estimates revenue of $5.482 bil-
lion and total expenditures of $5.482 billion,
resulting in a budget surplus of $47,000.

My transmittal of the District of Colum-
bia’s budget, as required by law, does not
represent an endorsement of its contents.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 12, 1999.

Remarks on Departure for Miami
Beach, Florida, and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 13, 1999

Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
The President. Thank you very much,

Senator Daschle and other Members of the
Senate who are here. I would also like to
thank the health professionals who have
joined us: Beverly Malone, the president of
the American Nurses Association; Dr.
Michael Rapp, the president-elect of the
American College of Emergency Physicians;
Dr. Omega Silva, a board member of the
American Medical Women’s Association; Dr.
Gary Dennis, the president of the National
Medical Association. They represent over
200 medical, consumer, and citizens groups
who endorse our legislation.

You heard Senator Daschle say that it has
been almost 2 years since we started the call
for the Patients’ Bill of Rights. Ever since,
we have been gratified by the enormous out-
pouring of support from professional as well
as consumer groups. Now, after months and
months and months of delay, the Republican
leadership in the Senate finally has agreed
to allow an open debate on the Patients’ Bill
of Rights. And I must say, it has been very
enlightening.

The American people have waited a long
time for this day, and we must not let this
opportunity slip away. All Americans in all
plans must have these basic rights; that’s
what this is about. Are you for or against all
Americans and all plans having these basic
rights: the right to see a specialist; the right
to go to the closest emergency room; the
right to remain with your health care pro-
vider throughout a medical treatment,
whether it’s a pregnancy, chemotherapy, or
some other course of treatment; the right to
hold a health plan accountable for its deci-
sions if they are harmful?

Senator Daschle’s bill would make each of
these rights the law of the land. It is strong,
meaningful, effective, and if you talk to peo-
ple who have been affected adversely by the
way HMO’s too often operate in this country,
it is long, long overdue.

Now as you know, there are some who will
try to substitute the Republican leadership’s
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