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in helping the economy to grow and in com-
pleting minority refugee returns, this is quite
a record of accomplishment for the last 4
years, and you should be proud of it.

As all of you know, we had a summit here
in Sarajevo today to talk about the future of
southeastern Europe. Perhaps the most im-
pressive thing to me was that the Bosnian
Presidency spoke with one single, united
voice. Two years ago, when I came here, I
met with the Bosnian Presidency, and Presi-
dent Izetbegovic was there then. He had two
different partners, a Croatian partner, a Ser-
bian partner. And the wounds of war were
still very fresh. So we sat around the table
together, but they weren’t really together.
Today I saw three men who were really work-
ing together, who really believe that they
could do things together. And I was very
moved.

We have to bring these kinds of things
throughout the Balkans and all of south-
eastern Europe. Think about what it was like
here just a few years ago and realize today
that there were 60 delegations—from Eu-
rope, North America, Asia, and international
institutions—here to talk about how to build
a better future for all of southeastern Eu-
rope.

We talked about how to lift the economy,
how to bring the nations of this region to-
gether, and how to bring them closer to the
rest of Europe and to North America. The
contrast was stark. Remember, Mr. Milosevic
tried to build a Greater Serbia based on di-
viding people and ethnic cleansing. Together
we came to talk about building a greater Eu-
rope based on including people and healing.

I promised that the United States would
do our part. Yesterday we pledged $500 mil-
lion for humanitarian aid to Kosovo. Today
I pledged to ask our Congress to reduce tar-
iffs for most exports to the United States
from Bosnia and other countries in the re-
gion. I pledged to provide an investment
fund of $150 million to encourage Americans
to invest here and to help others to set up
small businesses.

I pledged to work with our friends here
to bring all nations who comply into the
world trading system so that we can have
more benefits flowing into Bosnia and the
other countries in the region. We pledged

to expand NATO’s political and economic
partnerships throughout southeastern Eu-
rope. And I asked the Europeans to join with
me in helping you economically and politi-
cally. It is time to build the peace. The war
is over, but we have to build a better peace
for Bosnia and all the people of southeastern
Europe.

Let me say I hope that before long, Serbia,
too, will participate in this economic recon-
struction. But I do not believe that we should
give reconstruction aid to Serbia as long as
it rejects democracy and as long as Mr.
Milosevic is in power. We have had enough
of ethnic cleansing.

But I want you to understand, I did not
involve the United States in Bosnia or in
Kosovo to hurt Serbian people. We took a
stand for the humanity of all people and
against anyone who seeks to use racial, reli-
gious, or ethnic differences to promote ha-
tred and crush people’s hopes and deny chil-
dren like those on this stage with me their
God-given right to an education and a safe
future.

I want this school—this school rebuilt—
to be the symbol of all of our tomorrows.
And I will do my best to see that the United
States is your partner and your friend.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. in the
courtyard at Treca Gimnazija (Third High
School). In his remarks, he referred to student
Jana Jakic, who introduced the President; Sarajevo
Canton Prime Minister Beriz Belkic; former Bos-
nia-Herzegovina Presidency Members Kresimir
Zubak (Croat) and Momcilo Krajisnik (Serb); cur-
rent Presidency Members Alija Izetbegovic (Mus-
lim), Ante Jelavic (Croat), and Zivko Radisic
(Serb); and President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Repubic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro).

Statement on the Murder of
Neelan Thiruchelvam
July 30, 1999

Hillary and I were shocked and saddened
by the tragic death of Neelan Thiruchelvam
at the hands of terrorists in Sri Lanka today.
We extend our deepest condolences to his
wife and family.
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Neelan Thiruchelvam was a constitutional
lawyer and human rights advocate who was
well-known and well-respected far beyond
his country. He devoted himself to seeking
a peaceful and just solution to the tragic con-
flict that has caused so much bloodshed in
Sri Lanka.

Hillary was deeply moved by her meeting
with Mr. Thiruchelvam during her 1995 visit
to Sri Lanka. With his death, a powerful voice
for reconciliation in Sri Lanka has been si-
lenced. I hope that this tragedy will spur ef-
forts to find an end to the fighting and to
build a lasting peace in Sri Lanka.

Statement on Senate Action on Tax
Cut Legislation
July 30, 1999

The Senate made the wrong choice for
America’s future today. By pushing through
a tax plan that is too big and too bloated,
the majority party has pushed aside our vital
national priorities.

The Republican tax cut is so large it would
undo our fiscal discipline and imperil our
prosperity. It would crowd out our commit-
ments to pay down the debt, to save Social
Security, and to strengthen and modernize
Medicare with a long-overdue prescription
drug benefit. And it would demand drastic
cuts in defense, education, law enforcement,
agriculture, and the environment.

Let’s be clear on what exactly this fight
is about and what it isn’t. It’s not about
whether to cut taxes. It’s about whether to
have tax cuts that save Social Security and
Medicare, or tax cuts that undermine them;
tax cuts in the national interest, or tax cuts
for special interests.

I will not sign a tax plan that shortchanges
our seniors and our young people. I will not
sign a plan that signs away our future. If Con-
gress passes that kind of plan, I will veto it.

We should put first things first. We should
pay down the debt, save Social Security,
strengthen and modernize Medicare, and
keep our crucial national commitments. We
can do these things and still have the right
kind of tax cuts. I urge the Congress to put
aside plans that are plainly wrong for Amer-
ica and to work with me for what’s right.

Proclamation 7214—To Provide for
the Efficient and Fair Administration
of Action Taken With Regard to
Imports of Lamb Meat and for Other
Purposes
July 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On July 7, 1999, I issued Proclamation

7208, which implemented action of a type
described in section 203(a)(3) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2253(a)(3)) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’), with respect
to imports of fresh, chilled, or frozen lamb
meat, provided for in subheadings
0204.10.00, 0204.22.20, 0204.23.20,
0204.30.00, 0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS). Proclamation 7208
took effect on July 22, 1999.

2. Proclamation 7208 established import
relief in the form of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs)
and increased duties but did not make spe-
cific provision for their administration. I have
determined under section 203(g)(1) of the
Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(g)(1)) that it is
necessary for the efficient and fair adminis-
tration of the action undertaken in Proclama-
tion 7208 to exempt from the measure goods
that were exported prior to July 22, 1999.

3. I have further determined under section
203(g)(1) of the Trade Act that in order to
provide for the efficient and fair administra-
tion of the TRQs established in Proclamation
7208 it is necessary to delegate my authority
to administer the TRQs under that section
to the United States Trade Representative.

4. On May 28, 1999, I issued Proclamation
7202, which took certain actions to eliminate
circumvention of the quantitative limitations
applicable to imports of wheat gluten that
were proclaimed in Proclamation 7103. I
have determined that a technical correction
in the description of an action taken in Proc-
lamation 7202 is appropriate.

5. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of the relevant pro-
visions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
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